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THE 

^INTRODUCTION. 


^he  following  Sheets  contain  an 
Anfwer  to  the  Celebrated  Letter 
of  the  mighty   Cleomenes. 

T  is  no  great  Secret  from  what 
Hand  that  Letter  came,  and 
what  Endeavours  were  ufed 
at  its  firft  Appearance  to  make 
it  pafs  for  a  Mafter-piece ;  tho*,  fince  the 
Town  has  declared  againft  it,  I  find  thofe 
very  People  who  were  once  its  greateft 
Admirers,  are  not  quite  fo  loud  in  their 
Encomiums. 

*  It  is  fo  necellary  my  Readers  iliould  perufe  This 
before  the  Letter  to  Cleomenes^  tbat  I  have  ventured  to 
give  it  a  Name  after  the  Manner  of  the  Ancients :  Theo^ 
phraflus  calls  the  Difcourfe  before  his  Excellent  Cha- 
ra^lers-i  Ti^ifAiOV  j  in  Lathy  Froosmmn  j  in  ETJgUfi^ 
The  Introduction. 

B  I  fhould 


z  The  Introduction. 

I  ftiould  have  anfwer'd  this  Letter  fooner^ 
but  for  fome  partlctdar  Reafons^  which  it  is 
neither  mceffary  my  Readers  ftiould  knowy 
nor  might  be  fafe  for  me  to  telL 

I  did  not  begin  to  write  till  fortie  time 
after  that  Sixpenny  Pamphlet  was  publilh'd 
againft  me,  which  the  King  of  Sparta 
thought  fit  to  mention  in  his  own  Royal 
Epiftle ;  and  was  pleafed  to  intimate,  wou  d 
be  a  full  Reply  to  my  Letter  to  the  Crafts- 
man. Upon  this  Intimation  I  refolved  to 
leceive  my  Enemies  whole  Fire,  and  to 
hear  all  they  could  fay,  that  I  might  at 
once  give  an  Anfwer  to  whatever  fliould 
deferve  one. 

At  laft  this  Pamphlet  came  out,  which 
was  Jdvertlfed  about  ftx  M^eeks  before  it 
was  puUifhed :  I  am  told,  that,  upon  Second 
T'houghts,  it  was  withdrawn  after  it  was  firft 
fent  \o  the  Prefs,  in  order  to  make  fome 
necejfary  Jlteratwns.  The  Author  fub- 
fcribes  himfelf  R.  M.  and  appears  to  be  fo 
very  warm  in  the  Caafe  he  undertakes,  that 
from   hence^  and   the   two  Letters  R.  M. 

which 
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which  he  has  printed  as  the  Initial  Letters 
of  his  proper  Name^  one  would  almoft 
fufped  him  to  be  a  well-known  Gentleman, 
of  whofe  Labours  and  Zeal  for  the  Inter ej} 
of  a  certain  noble  Perjon^  the  Journals  of 
the  Brltljh  Houfe  of  Commons  are  Hand- 
ing and  undeniable  Evidences.  The  Stile 
of  this  Pamphlet  is  not  extreamly  fublimey 
tho'  it  muft  be  confefTed,  that  in  many 
Places  it  is  hardly  inteUigibk.  Whatever 
it  afferts  as  Matter  of  Faclj  is,  generally 
fpeaking,  diredlyy^^.  The  Author's  prin- 
cipal Dejtgn^  if  I  guefs  right ^  was  to  pro- 
voke me  by  thefe  falfe  JJprtlons  (added 
to  the  moft  abujive  Language  and  cruel  In^ 
fultSy  upon  my  beh2g  under  Conpnement)  to 
fay  fomething  in  Anfwer  to  him,  which 
might  be  laid  hold  of  by  my  Adverfaries  ; 
with  whofe  tender  Mercies  I  am  already  too 
well  acquainted,  to  entertain  the  leaft  Doubt 
about  their  applying  to  the  Secular  Arm^ 
iand  making  a  full  Ufe  of  any  fuch  Advan^ 
tage,  Tho*,  as  foon  as  I  faw  this  Pamphlet, 
I  rcfolved  never  to  give  it  2i  formal  Anfwer ^ 
I  ftiall  quote  enough  of  it  to  convince  my 
Readers  that  I  have  not  mifreprefented 
Mr,  R.  M.  the  worthy  Author. 

B  2  Iti 
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Ill  my  Letter  to  the  Craftfman^  I  affirm, 
"  That,  *  In  more  than  one  Inftance,  J  have 
"  heen  treated  with  greater  Severity  than 
"  ever  any  Englilhman  was  before  in  the 
"  like  Circumftances. 

I  afterwards  add  : 
"  jis  I  never  loved  general  Affertions, 
^'  I  am  here  jlrongly  tempted  to  defcend  to 
^^  Particulars ;  hut  when  Iconjtder  my  prefent 
^'  Situation,  I  am ^in  great  Doubt ^  whether^ 
^'  with  any  tolerable  AJfurance  of  Impunity^ 
^'  I  might  venture  to  mention  even  the  mojl 
'^  plain,  the  7?ioJi  notorious,  ^3^;^  J  undeniable 
''  Fads. 

From  thefe  Words  Mr.  R.  M  takes  Oc- 
cafion  to  fall  upon  me  in  the  following 
Manner. 

^'  Does  it  well  conjjjl  or  agree  with  Jtich 
"  daring  Declarations^  fuchjiurdy  Defiances 
*'  as  you  have  made^  that  you  would  give  up 
^'  your  Life  in  this  Caufe^  if  you  failed  in  the 
"  Proof:  Ifayy  does  it  correfpond  with  fuch 

^  See  Page  the  3  2d  in  the  Seve7ith  Editicn  of  the 
LiStter  to  the  Craftfman. 

'^  feeming 
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*^  feemng  Intrepidity^  to  make  this  fneaking, 
"  this  IhufHing  "frevarkatlon  in  the  Clojiy 
"  that^  In  your  prefent  Situation,  you  are  in 
^^  fome  Doubt ^  whether y  with  any  tolerable 
"  AJurance  of  Impunity ^  you  may  venture 
"  to  mention^  even  the  moji  plain,  the  moll 

"  notorious  and  undeniable  Faft«  ? 

"  Tou  have  at  leaf;  one  Security ^  that  Fines 
"  and  Imprifonment  cannot  pojjibly  affe^ 
"  youy  for  you  are  in  Confinement  already. 
"  What  is  it  then  you  have  to  fear  ^  It  is 
"  not  High'freafon  to  prove  the  'Truth  agalnji 
"  Sir  R.  W.  Even  Scandalum  Magnatum 
"  cannot  be  your  Terror.  You  are  Lodg'd, 
"  Tou  are  already  beyond  its  Reach.  JSfow 
"  therefore^Jince  neither  your  Life  or  Liber- 
"  ty,  your  Lands  or  Goods,  can  any  Ways 
^'  Jhf^^^  b  y^^^^  Oppofttlon  to  this  great  and 
"  honourable  Pcrfon^  mighty  and  powerful 
"  we  allow  him  to  be  ;  JVhat  have  you  to 
^'  fear  ?  What  is  it  you  are  any  ways  alarm' d 
"  at  ?  for  Providence  hath  happily  indem- 
"  nified  your  Ears  by  aboil foing  the  Court  of 
"  Star-Chamber ;  a  Blejfmg  that  ought  to  be 
*^  acknowledged.  It  is  a  poor  and  wretched 
^^  Artifice^  that  you  can  have  any  Punifh^ 
^'  ment  to  fear. 

B  3  To 
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To  all  thefe  Infults  and  hard  Words^  I 
fhall  only  return  the  Gentleman,  from  whom 
I  receive  them,  this  fla'm  Anfwer. 

I  confefs,  my  prefent  Condition  is  wretched 
enough  ;  tho'  perhaps  it  is  not  yet  fo  bady 
but  that  there  is  a  Poffibility  of  its  becoming 
ftill  worje.  •  I  doubt  a  little  even  of  the 
Truth  of  that  Propjitlon  which  this  inge- 
nious Writer  lays  down^  and  fo  plainly  de-- 
fnonfratesy  (viz.)  That  Fines  cannot  fojfibly 
offeB  mcy  becaufe  lam  in  Conjinement  already: 
Neither  am  I  fully  fatisfied,  of  what  this 
worthy  Author  farther  afferts,  that  my  Life 
is  in  no  manner  of  Danger  ;  from  the  fame 
Reafun^  (viz.)  only  becaufe  lam  in  Confine- 
ment already  ;  Having  read  fomewhere  of 
an  unhappy  Gentleman^  one  Sir  T'homas  Over^ 
bury  J  who  was  brought  into  Confinement  by 
the  Contrivances  of  a  *  great  Man^  and  a 

great 

=*  This  great  Man-,  and  great  Mmifier^  was  Mr.  Robert 
Cary  who,  from  a  private  Gentleman  of  no  great  Tarts 
or  Birth  {{x/sEchard)  was  mo-de  2.  Knight  of  the  Garter, 
and  well  known  afterwards  by  the  Title  of  Sir  Robert 
Car :  He  was  at  laft  created  Earl  of  Somerfet  by  King 
James  the  Firft,  in  whofe  Reign  he  was  firfi  Minifter, 
and  chief  Favourite.  The  Story  of  Overbury  has  ibme 
Particulars  in  it  fo  curious^  thatj  I  believe,  fuch  of  my 

Readers, 
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great  Mtmfter  ;  for  720  other  Reafon^  but 
that  he  might  afterwards  be  dlfpatch'd  into 
another  JVorld^  with  the  Icfs  No'tfe  and 
Obfervation.     In  a  Word,  I  have  had  fome 

little 

Readers,  as  are  not  already  acquainted  with  it,  will  be 
glad  to  know  it.  Mr.  Thomas  O'uerbury  was  a  Man  of 
Senfcj  and  a  Scholar.  He  had  applied  himfelf  for  fome 
time  to  the  Study  of  the  Law,  in  which  he  made  a  con- 
fiderable  Progrefs,  but  at  laft  unfortunately  left  the  Tem- 
ple, in  Hopes  of  getting  Preferment  at  Court.  Here 
he  foon  became  acquainted  with  Sir  Robert  Car.  This 
great  Favourite,  up07i  the  Death  of  that  famous  Stateffnan^ 
the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  {fays  Echard)  ajfumed  the  vjhole 
Adminifr ation  of  the  Go'vernvtent-,  and  took  the  Liberty 
to  receive  Packets^  and  difpatch  Anf'wers  luithout  the 
Knowledge  of  the  King  or  Council.  Over  bury  W2.s  fa- 
mous for  having  zfine  Pen-^  and  we  have  ftill  a  Poem  of 
this  unhappy  Gentleman's,  which  is  full  of  IVit  and  true 
Satyr.  Somerfet-,  upon  feveral  Occafions,  had  made  ufe 
of  his  Advice^  and  his  Pen^  and  had  found  both  fo  fer- 
viceable,  that  he  had  often  made  him  the  ftrongeft  Pro- 
felTions  of  Gratitude  and  Friendfjip.  Poor  Overbury^ 
who  was  now  knighted,  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  ad: 
in  all  Refpects  like  a  real  and  fincere  Friend,  and  to 
confult  the  Good  of  his  Patron.  Accordingly,  he 
took  the  Liberty  to  fpeak  his  Sentiments  to  the  Mini- 
fter,  in  relation  to  his  Condudt,  in  a  certain  fcandalous 
Afair,  which  Overbury  plainly  told  him  would  prove 
his  Ruin.  Somerfet^  whofe  Head  was  now  turned  with 
Pride  and  Poiuerj  could  not  forgive  this  Freedom  in  his 
Friend,  but  refolved  to  take  away  his  Lifeby  PoiPon;  in 
order  to  efFeft  this  v/ith  the  more  Secrecy,  he  contrived 
to  get  him  imprifoncd  in  the  Tower.  There  is  a  Letter 
of  Overburfs  ftill  extant,  in  which  4ie  upbraids  So772erfet 
in  the  moft  lively  Terms^  with  his  Cruelty  and  Jngrati^ 
tude :  And  this  very  Letter  is  thought,  by  moft  People, 
to  have  haftened  his  Fate.  When  the  uncommon 
Strength  of  this  poor  Gentleman'?,  Conftitution  had  ftrug- 
gled  for  above  four  Months  together  with  all  the  Poi- 

B  4  fons 
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little  Experience  of  my  Enemies  Mercy 
and  good  Nature^  and  miift  therefore  beg 
this  Gentleman's  Pardon,  if  I  ftill  ufe  the 
fame  Caution  I  did   in  my  Letter  to  the 

Craftfman. 

fons  which  had  been  given  him  at  feveral  Times  by 
Sovterfefs  Diredion,  he  dy'd  at  laft  under  unheard-of 
Pains.  And^  no'w  (fays  Echard)  the  Earl  of  Somerfet, 
like  a  viighty  Colofs,  pood  the  Fury  of  all  the  Tempejls 
raijed  againft  him  ;  making  thofe  njjho  carry'' d  the  greatefl 
Saily  to  fir  ike  J  and  come  under  hivi'^  nor  njjould  fuffer  any 
Tlace  in  Courts  or  Dignity  in  State^  to  he  conferred  on 
any^irhich  'was  not  fweeten'd  'with  his  Smile  that  gave 
fty  or  their  Bomity  that  enjoyed  it.  This  Pride  and  Ava- 
rice 7o/V^£'«af  ?<?  his  other  Mifcarriages^  caused  fuch  a  Num- 
ber of  Under  miners  J  that  he  foon  found  he  had  but  a  tot- 
tering Foundation^  'with  no  other  Support  but  the  King^s 
Favour.,  'which j  by  Frovidence  and  inferior  Accidents-,  'was 
gradually  removed ^  making  a  Way  to'wards  the  Vengeance 
due  to  the  Blood  of  Sir  Thomas  Overbury.  The  barba- 
rous Murder  of  this  innocent  unfortunate  Gentleman, 
which  had  been  privately  whifper'd  for  fome  time,  began 
at  laft,  to  be  loudly  talked  of  All  who  heard  the  Story, 
were  ftruck  with  Horror  :  King  James^  to  convince 
his  Subjeds  how  impartially  he  was  refolved  throughout 
his  whole  Reign  to  adminifter  Jufiice^  and  that  he  would 
never  tolerate  either  Murder  or  OppreJJion  in  his  firfl  Mi- 
nifiers-,  fent  for  all  the  Judges  to  come  to  him  at  Theo- 
balds:  The  Judges  waited  upon  him  accordingly,  when 
his  Majefty  kneeling  down  in  the  midft  of  a  Circle  of 
Court  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  after  having  conjured  his 
Judges  in  the  moft  folemn  Manner,  to  examine  into 
the  Bottom  of  Overhurfs  Affair,  without  Favour j  Af- 
fe^iojiy  or  Partiality^he  added  (fays Sir  Anthony  Weldon) 
thefe  very  remarkable  Words  :  And  if  you  Jhall  Jpare 
any  of  this  Crimey  God's  Curfe  light  on  you  and  your  Po- 
fierity :  And  if  I  /pare  any  that  are  found  Guilty -^  viay 
God's  eternal  Curfe  light  on  me  and  my  Fofierity.  The 
Judges  having  received  fo  ftridt  a  Charcre,  and  fuch  full 
Encouragement,  fell  roundly  to  their  Bufmefs,  without 

fearing 
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Craft/man.  I  do,  however,  make  Mr. 
R.  M.  this  fair  Offer ;  If  he  will  procure 
me  any  tolerable  Affurance  of  writing  with 
Impunity  (and   by  his  own  ConfeJJioriy  he 

is 

fearing  the  Frowns  of  a  Minifter  whom  they  now  fu- 
fpeded  to  be  declining.     One  'Richard  Weft  on  was  the  firfl 
Man  who  was  convided  and  executed,   for  being  an 
Inftrument  Somerfet  had  made  ufe  of  to  murder  Over- 
bury  :  Wefton  made  a  very  full  Confeffion  of  the  whole 
Fa&  ;  and  Hollis^  Wentavorth^  and  L,umfden  were  fined 
and  imprifoned,  for  having  offered  him  a  vaft  Bribe,  and 
ftrongly  tempted   him   to    prevaricate.      Mrs.  Turner, 
James  Franklin^   and  Sir  Jervafe  Ellwaysj  Lieutenant 
of  the  Tower^  three  more    of  Somerfefs  Inftruments, 
were  foon  after  convided  and  executed ,  who  all  like- 
wife  confefTed  the  Fa6t  for  which  they  fuffered.     At 
the  Tryal  of  Sir  Jervafe  Ellways-,  it  plainly  appear'd  by 
Letters  under  the  Earl  of  Northampton  s  oixjn  Hand^  that 
he  likewife  had  been  an  Ador  in  Overbury^s  Tragedy  j 
and  the  World  was  amaxed  to  find,  that  a  Nobleman, 
who  was  Mafter  of  a  vaft  Fortune,  fhould  engage  him- 
felf  in   fo  Lovj  and  Execrable  a  Piece  of  Villainy,  only 
to  make  his  Court  to  a  fir  ft  Minifter.     Northampton 
was  dead  at  this  Time,  and  (having   built  that  Noble 
Palace  near  Charing-Crofs^  now  called  Northumherland- 
Eioiifte-^  and  always  kept  an  open  and  a  plentiful  Table) 
had  left  a  tolerable  Charader  behind  him.     But  noiu 
{fays  Echard)    Fame  loaded  his   Meviory  'with  all  the 
Blacknefs  that  Infamy  and  Odium  could  produce.     Somer- 
fet., tho'  every  Body  knew  he  was  the  Primary  Murderer, 
found  Means  to  defer  his  Tryal  till  the  Year  following : , 
So  effedlually  will  Poiver  and  Money  fcreen  the  moft 
evident  Guilt.     At  laft,  when  the  Cries  of  the  whole 
Nation  grew  too  loud  to  be  ftopped,  and  every  Body 
openly  complain'd,   that  tho'  ^fomc  of  his  Inftruments 
had  received  their  juft  Reward,  yet  the  Man  who  fet 
them  at  Work,  was  ftill  unpunifhed ;  he  and  his  Wife 
were  brought  to  their  Tryals :    They  were   both  foon 
convided :   The  Countefs,  who  was  generally  thought 

the 
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is  acquainted  with  the  Powerful  and  the 
Mighty)  I  am  ready  to  open  fuch  a  Scene^ 
as  poffibly  every  honeft  EngUfiman  may 
ftan  at  the  Sight  of:  But  if  Mr.  R.  M.  will 
give  me  no  fach  Affurance,  the  PubUck 
will  pleafe  to  judge  whether  his  Manner  of 
treating  me  upon  this  Head,  is  altogether 
confiftent  with  Candour  and  Generofity.  I 
confefs,  his  mentioning  the  Star-Chamber 
with  fome  fort  of  Concern,  that  {binfamozis 
and  tyrannical  a  Court  was  ever  abolifh'd, 
does  not  mightily  tempt  me  to  fay  every 

the  fineft  Woman  in  England^  gave  her  Peers  no  Trou- 
ble, but  with  a  Shower  of  Tears  pleaded  Guilty  j  and 
rather  chofe  to  confefs  the  Fad,  than  have  fuch  Parti- 
culars proved  upon  her  by  the  Evidence,  as  muft  have 
made  her  Soul  appear  a  moft  unworthy  Tenant  of  fo 
beautiful  a  Body.  King  Javies^  tho'  fo  many  Perfons 
had  been  already  executed,  who  v/ere  only  the  Infbru- 
mentsofhisMinifter's  Wickednefs;  and  notwichffranding 
bis  own  moft  folemn  Execration  before-mentioned,  not 
only  pardon'd  Somerfet-,  but,  tho'  he  removed  him  from 
Court,  gave  him  an  Eftate  of  4000  /.  per  Ann.  in  Land  j 
before  which  this  iw/V/^^^  and  i^'or/Z^/^y}  Man  had  (accord- 
ing to  Rapin)  by  feveral  fcandaJous  fohhs^  in  f-je  Tears 
Time,  got  an  Eftate  of  19,000  /.  per  Ann.  in  Landy  and 
2,00,000  /.  in  Money  ^  a  vaft  Sum  at  that  Time,  tho' 
but  a  m^eer  Trifle  to  what  we  have  knov/n  a  firft  Mini- 
fter  get  flnce  thofe  Days.  Ja?nes  the  Firft  was  moft  fe- 
verely  cenfured  for  this  notorious  Partiality  tov/ards  his 
Minifter  j  and  fome  Writers  think,  that  all  thofe  Calamities 
which  foon  after  befel  himfelf  and  his  unfortunate  Pofte- 
rity,  were  owing  to  his  letting  Somerfet  efcape  unpunillied : 
And,  that  by  this  Ad  of  Injuftice,  he  drew  dowi^  upon 
himfelf  2.n6.  his  Children^  that  Vengeance  which  the  cruel 
Sufferings  of  poor  Over  bury  feemed  fo  loudly  to  call  for. 

thing 
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thing  I  could,  however  kindly  Mr.  R.  M. 
is  pleafed  to  wviu  me  to  it.  The  Groans 
of  a  whole  Nation,  added  to  the  particular 
Sufferings  of  her  bravefi  Patriots^  Ipoke  at 
laft  fo  loud,  as  fired  an  Englifh  Parliament, 
and  made  them  deftroy  the  very  Being  of 
that  infamous  Court  laft  mentioned :  But 
notwithftanding  that  Court  is  abolifh*d, 
yet,  as  Mr.  R.  M.  has  very  rightly,  though 
perhaps  a  little  unwarily,  obferved,  in  an- 
other Part  of  his  Pamphlet ;  The  Law,  l?y 
the  LITTLE  Tricks  of  the  long  Robe,  has 
heenfometimes  made  to  Cenfure  fuch  JVritings 
as  could  not  properly  be  ternid  Libellous  ; 
I  do  intirely  agree  with  Mr.  R.  M.  in  this 
his  Obfervation,  which  I  am  afraid  is  al- 
moft  the  only  juft  one  in  his  whole  Book. 

I  ftiall  lay  before  my  Readers,  an  In- 
ftance  or  two  of  Mr.  R.  M's  reducing  a 
Controverfy  to  one  Jingle  Point :  Of  his  ar- 
guing  after  the  Socratical  Manner^  or  by 
way  cf  ^ejlion  :  Of  his  Method  of  vindi- 
cating his  Friends  from  thofe  unjufi  Jfper- 
Jions  which  have  been  laid  upon  them:  Of 
the  Jufiice  of  his  perfonal  Reflexions ;  of 
the  truth  of  his  FaXs^  and  his  happy  falent 
dt  Panegyrick, 

Nothing; 
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"  Nothing  (fays  Mr.  R.M.  to  me)  can  be 
^'  a  more  heinous  Iniquity,  a  more  aggra- 
"  vated  Wickednefs,  than  an  Attempt  upon 
^^  yoiiY  Llfe^  a  Combination  with  a  Creditor 
"  to  imprifon,  and  with  a  Gaoler  to  murder 
"  yotu  Make  this  appear  to  the  Satisfaction 
"  of  Mankind^  we  will  believe  all  the  refl^ 
"  the  worft  things  you  can  fay  againft  Sir 
"  R.  JV.  But  in  order  to  make  it  appear^ 
^'  /hew  us  likewify  That  he  influenced  your 
"  Bail  to  furrender  you. 

I  do  moft  readily  affent  to  Mr.  R,  M's 
Aflertion  in  his  frji  Period:  I  am  infinitely 
obliged  to  him  for  his  gracious  Promije  in 
his  fecond  Period :  But,  alas  !  the  Command 
which  he  lays  upon  me  in  his  third  Period 
(which  if  I  do  not  obey^  I  am  not,  it  feems, 
entitled  to  any  of  his  Favours)  has  fpoilt 
all.     But  in  order  to  make  this  appear ^fhew 
lis  (fays  Mr.  R.  M,)  that  Sir  R.  W.  in- 
fluenced your  Bail  to  furrender  you.     I  mufl: 
own  I  cannot  help   thinking  this  Order  a 
little  fevercy  becaufe  in  my  Letter  to  the 
Craftfman  which  Mr.  R.  M»  pretends  he  is 
anfvvering,  I  do  exprefly  declare,  that  my 

Bail 
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Bail  never  did ftirrender  me  ;  but  that  //ir- 
rendered  myfelf  to  the  Fleet ^  iofave  my  Bail 
from  paying  a  pretended  Debt,  for  which  I 
was  unjujily  fued. 

Mr.    i2.  M.    frequently  argues    in  the 
Socratical  Manner^    that    is,    by    way    of 
^uefiion  :  Speaking  of  me  and  my  Charge 
againft  Sir  R,  W. 

"  What  (fays  Mr.  jR.  iJ/.)  i^r^  ^/i  Vouch^ 
"  erj?  Where  are  hts  Evidences?  How  jh all 
"  ze;^  confront  or  crofs-examine  them  ?  And 
^'  wi//  ^  A/^;^  dare  to  make  ftich  an  Attach 
"  uji)on  the  Fame  of  a  Minifter^  without  the 
''  lea/}  Intention  tojujlify  the  Charge  P  Will 
*''  he  look  to  Heaven  and  pray  for  Mercy  ? 
*'  Will  he  turn  to  Men  and  fue  for  ^ity  ? 
"  whllfl  he  proceeds  in  fuch  Wickednefs, 
"  Mahce  ^/^^Falfhood, 

I  confefs  this  Groupe  of  Qiieftions,  fo 
happily  flung  together,  fhews  a  yqxj  fertile 
Genius,  and  perhaps,  this  is  the  beft 
Method  of  Confounding,  an  Jdverfary  :  I 
have  heard.  That  when  a  certain  Sort  of 
Man  turns  Difputant^  he  has  been  known 

to 
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to  ask  more  Qiieftions  in  an  Hour^  than  a 
wije  Man  could  anfwer  in  a  Fortnight ;  and 
perhaps  this  very  Confideration  made  the 
wifefi  of  Men  fometimes  give  no  other  An- 
fwer to  one  ^leflion^  than  by  asking  an-- 
other.  I  fliall  for  once,  prefiime  to  follow 
fo  great  an  Example,  and  fhall  anfwer  all  the 
Queries  of  Mr.  R.  M.^  or  Mr.  What-d^ye^ 
calUhlm  (as  ^  Mr.  Scriibh  humoroufly  calls 
him)  with  this  fmgle  Queftion,  viz.  If  all 
my  Vouchers  are  prepared^  if  my  Evidences 
are  ready  to  appear^  and  are  even  willing  to 
fubmit  to  be  Confronted  and  Crofs- examined 
by  Mr.  What-d' ye-call-hm^  Where  and 
When  are  we  to  wait  upon  him  ? 

"  If  (fays  Mr.  R.  M.  to  me)  you  do  not 
'^  prove  this  great ^  this  grievous  Oppreffton^ 
"  Pray  what  fhall  we  fay  of  you  ?  who 
''  alarm  the  Worlds  with  what  you  dare  not 
"  hri72g  to  the  Tefi  of  Enquiry^  and  which  you 
"  are  afraid fiould  be  e x amine d^  thd  under 
"  the  View  of  a  mofi  impartial  and  indulgent 
^'  Judge^  the  Prince  of  whom  wefpeak  P 

*  A  Gentleman  who  has  wrote  an  humourous 
Pamphlet  in  Mr.  BudgeWs  Defence,  and  in  Anfwer  to 
Mr.  K.  M.  was  pleafed  to  fubfcribe  himfelf  Timothy 
•Scrubh. 

If 
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If  nothing  in  my  Behaviour  has  yet 
fhewn,  that  1  have  aflerted  what  /  dare  not 
bring  to  the  'Teji  of  Enquiry ^  or  that  I  am 
afraid  of  being  examined  by  that  excellent 
Prince,  who,  I  believe  as  firmly  as  this 
Author  can,  would  be  a  moji  impartial  and 
indulgent  Judge  j  1  fay.  If  nothing  in  my 
Behaviour  has  yet  fhewn,  that  I  am  afraid 
of  being  Examined  by  that  jtiji  and  good 
Prince,  the  King  of  Great  Britain^  I  think 
I  need  not  give  any  manner  of  Anfwer  to 
Mr.  i?.  M's  fatyrical  Query,  in  his  Para- 
graph laft  quoted,  viz.  Pray  what  fh all  we 
fay  of  Tou  ? 

I  fliall  give  my  Readers  one  more  In- 
ftance  of  Mr.  R.  M\  great  Judgment  in 
asking  ^efiions. 

"  Tou  fay  (fays  Mr.  R,  M.  to  me)  you 
"  was  once  Sir  R.  W'j  Friend,  when  he  was 
"  firuggltng  with  a  very  great ^  and  a  very 
"  able  Man  :  I  fuppofe  you  mean  a  noble 
"  Earl^  Mini  ft  er  in  the  lafi  Reign  ^  who  has 
"  longftnce  been  with  his  Fathers.  Buty  do 
"  you  remember  in  all  this  Struggle,  that 
"  this  Honourable  Perfon  ever  libeird  the 

''  Great 


\6        T'he  Introduction. 

^^  Great  Man  we  fpeak  of?  or  ever  abus'd 
"  him  to  his  Royal  Mafter  ?  or  to  thePub- 
"  lick  ?  with  general  Accufations,  unfup- 
<^  ported  Improbabilities,  dark  Hints,  or 
<'  random  Infinuations  ?  iSTi?,  Str^  he  had 
<'  the  ^leafure  ^t^fupprefs  all  fuch  Attempts 
*^  of  this  Nature^  as  were  offered  to  his 
^^  Approbation,  (^;^inever/;2^^^/?/j  Appeals 
"  to  the  Populace  agalnji  that  Minifter,  on 
"  any  Account^  hut  in  Defence  of  his  own 
"  Reputation. 

I  could  give  Mr.  R.  M.  a  very  prtlcu- 
Jar  Anfwer  to  each  of  his  ^uejllons  in  this 
Paragraph  ;  but  at  prejent^  for  certain 
Reafons^  I  fhall  only  tell  him,  that  /  am 

his  moji  Obedient  and  moji  Humble  Servant. 

Mr.  R^M.  isextreamly  happy  in  his  Fin- 
dications  of  his  Fellow-labourer^  the  St. 
James  s  Evening  Pofi^  and  of  Sir  R.  W. 

''  T'he  St.  James's  Evening  Pof  (fays 
*'  Mr.  R.  M.)  took  the  Liberty  to  fay  you 
"  was  fafely  conduced  from  Court ^  Home  to 
"  your  Family. 

The 
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The  St.  James's  Pojl  did,  indeed,  take 
this  Liberty^  and  in  anfwer  to  him,  I  took 
the  Liberty  to  fay,  That  he  had  publilh'd 
to  the  World  a  moft  Jhameful  Faljhood,  for 
which  there  was  not  even  the  leaji  Founda- 
tion. That  I  humbly  conceived  this  Falfe- 
hood  was  a  high  Refieiimi  upon  the  King 
himfelf,  fince  all  good  Princes  have  ever 
lent  a  gracious  Ear  to  the  Complaints  of 
their  Subjefts,  more  efpccially  againft  their 
own  Minijiersy  who  arc,  generally  fpeaking, 
too  powerful  to  be  checked  by  any  but 
their  Majier :  That  His  Majefty  was  pleas'd 
to  hear  what  1  faid  to  him,  with  that  Good- 
nefs  and  Condefcention^  which  are  never 
wanting  in  a  generous  Breajf-^  but  that  any 
body  would  imagine,  by  the  Account  given 
in  the  St.  James's  Evening  ^oji^  that  I  had 
been  fent  Home  with  a  File  of  Musketeers ^ 
or,  at  leaft,  in  Cuftody  of  the  Yeomen  of 
the  Guard. 

Let  us  now  fee,  in  what  Manner  Mr. 
/?.  M.  vindicates  his  Aflbpiate,  the  St. 
James  s  Evening    Poft^    from    my  unjuji 


I  8  The   IKTRODUCTIOISI. 

Jcctifatlon,     He  addrelTes  himfelf  to   me 
in  the  following  Words. 

"  ffho  would  interpret  It  as  you  do  ?  that 
"  you  was  fent  Home  by  a  File  ofMuJqueteers^ 
"  cr  at  leaji  by  the  Teomen  of  the  Guard  f 
"  Noy  Siry  all  that  know  your  frefent  Con-^ 
'^  finement^  and  the  Circumfiances  of  Jo  im- 
"  fortant  aPerfon^  can  be  no  Secret  with  the 
<'  ^ublick:  AUy  I  fiy^  imcfglned,  as  well 
<^  they  mighty  that  the  Officer  attending 
^^  your  Perfon,  enlarged  by  a  Day-Rulejafely 
"  conduced  you  Home  to  your  Quarters,  the 
^f  Rules  of  the  Fleet-Prifon. 

Though  I  do  not  take  Mr.  R.  M.  to  be 
a  very  knowing  Perfon^  yet  1  am  fully  per- 
fuaded,  that  in  this  Place  he  is  pleafed  to 
make  himfelf  much  more  ignorant  than  he 
really  is,  in  order  to  bring  off  his  Friend 
and  Jllyj  the  St.  James's  Poft.  There  is 
fcarce  a  Porter  in  Town,  who  does  not 
know,  that  thofe  unhappy  Gentlemen,  who 
are  indulged  with  the  Liberties  of  the 
Rules  of  the  Fleet,  are  only  Prifoners 
upon  Carole  J  that  they  are  /;^z;er  attended 
by  any  Officer y  either  while  they  are  within 

the 
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the  Rules,  or  when,  by  virtue  of  a  Day- 
Rule,  they  go  out  of  them.  If  they  could 
refolve  to  forfeit  their  Honour  to  their 
Bail^  or  the  Warden^  it  is  in  their  Power  to 
make  their  Efcape  every  Day  of  their 
Lives,  and  to  become  as  free  as  Mr.  R.  M. 
himfelf  is  at  this  prefent  writing.  Their 
own  Honour  is  the  only  Officer  that  attends 
them^  and  fdfely  conduits  them  Home  to 
their  garter Sy  the  Rules  of  the  Fleet  Prifoiu 
It  is  certain,  that  to  Men  of  Honour^  this 
fame  Honour  is  the  moft  inexorable  Gaoler 
upon  Earth,  and  M^as  never  yet  known 
to  let  one  of  them  efcape  from  him  :  It 
was  he   that   forced  Regulus  *    to   return 

from 


*  Attiltus  Regulus  was  Conful  of  'Rovie  in  the  firft 
Punick  War.  After  having  obtain'd  feveral  Vidories, 
he  at  laft  belieged  Carthage  itfelf :  The  Carthagima?is^ 
in  this  Extremity,  defired  Aid  from  the  Lacedemonians y 
who  fent  Xantippus  to  their  Affiftance.  Regulus^  en- 
gaging in  a  Plain,  and  his  Cavalry  being  inferior  to  the 
Spartan  General's,  was  defeated  and  taken  Prifoner. 
When  he  had  lain  in  a  Dungeon  fome  Years,  the  Car^ 
thaginians  fent  him  to  Rome^  (ftill  a  Prifoner  upon  Pa- 
role) to  perfuade  the  Senate  to  agree  to  a  Feace-,  or  at 
leaft  to  an  Exchavge  of  Prijoners.  The  Roman  Senate 
was  well  enough  inclined  to  either,  and  pleafed  with 
the  Thought  ol:  recovering  a  Citizen  of  fo  much  Merit 
as  Regulus.  Sejiatui  7iifi  ipfe  Ait^or  fuijfet^  captivi  pro-' 
C  Z  fe^o 
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from  Rome  to  Carfhage^  though  the  un- 
happy Prifoner  very  well  knew  the  Treat- 
ment he  was  to  expeft  there.  Some  Sort  of 
People  will,  indeed,  run  away  from  this 
Keeper;  but  /rich  are  very  feldom  com- 
mitted to  his  Cuftody  :  Since  the  greateft 
Men  have  met  with  Misfortunes,  and  it  is 
not  abfolutely  impoffible  that  Mr.  R.  M. 
before  he  dies,  may  be  better  acquainted 
with  the  Fleet  ^rtfon  than  he  pretends  to 
be  at  prefent,  1  beg  leave  to  inform  him  as 
a  Friend,  that  I  find  the  Warden  of  the 

Fleet 


feEio  Toenis  reddttt  ejjent  j  incolumis  in  F atria  Regulus  re- 
fiitiffel^  Cic.  The  only  Obftacle  to  their  agreeing  with 
the  Carthaginians^  was  Regulus  himfelf ;;  who  preferring 
the  Honour  and  Welfare  ofhis  Country  to  his  onrn  Safety^ 
made  it  appear,  with  an  irreiifbable  Eloquence  in  the 
Senate-Houfe,  That  the  Romans  neither  ought  to  make 
Veace^  nor  agree  to  an  'Exchange  of  Vrifoners.  When 
he  had  obliged  the  Senate  to  come  into  thefe  Sentiments, 
tho'  he  well  knew  what  he  muft  exped  at  Carthage^  he 
returned  thither  in  Spite  of  all  the  Perfliaiions  of  his 
weeping  Friends,  and  was  put  to  Death  by  the  Cartha- 
giniansj  with  the  moft  exquiiite  Tortures.  Regulum 
palpebris  refeSiiSy  Machina^  in  qva  undiq-^  proiacutiflimuU 
emifiebanty  inclufum^  n)igilantia  pariter  idr  continuo  tra^iu 
doloris  nee  aver  unt^  Valcr.  Maxim.  This  Story  gave 
Occafion  to  one  of  the  faiell  Odes  in  all  Horace  : 
Which  begins, 

-    ^  Coelo 
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Fleet  Prifon  is  (as  it  behoves  him  to  be) 
very  Cautious  whom  he  trufts,  and  that 
ftiould  a  Man  be  committed  to  hisGuftody, 
who  was  pretty  well  known  to  have  no 
Notion  oi  Shame  or  Honour^  to  be  governed 
by  nothing  but  his  Interefi^  and  to  make 
no  Scruple  of  afferting,  even  in  Print,  the 
mo^ jftagrant  Faljhoods  ;    I  fay,  ftiouldy^^^ 


Ccelo  toytantem  credidimus  fovem 
Re^nare  :  prafens  divus  habehitur 

Augufius-i  adje^lis  Britannis 
Imperio^  grauibufque  Terjis. 

Horace  has  given  us  the  Speech  which  he  fuppofes 
Regulus  made  to  the  Senate  upon  this  Occafion,  and 
afterwards  deferibes  the  Behaviour  of  Regulus  himfelf, 
in  thofe  inimitable  Lines: 

Fertur  pudica  conjugis  ofeulum^ 
Pawofque  natufy  ut  capitis  minor^ 
Ab  fe  rernovijfej  (^  njtrilem 
Torvus  humi  pofuijfe  vultuvi  j 

Donee  labantes  corifilio  patres 
Firmaret  aud:or  nunc^uam  alias  dato^ 
Intert^ue  rncercntes  amicos 
Egregius  properaret  exul. 

Ato^ui  fciebat  e^me  fibi  barbarus 
Tor  for  pararet  :  non  aliter  tamen 
Dijno'vtt  obfiantes  propinquos 
Et  pcpulum  reditus  morantem^ 

§luam  fi  clie?itU7?2  hnga  negotia 
Di judicata  lite  relivqueret  '^ 

Tendens  Venafranos  in  agros 
Aut  Lacedaijnonium  Tarentum, 

C  3  a  Man 
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a  Man  be  committed  to  the  Warden's 
Cuftody,  'tis  a  Hundred  to  one,  but  that, 
inftead  of  being  trufted  with  the  Liberty  of 
the  Rules^  he  would  be  locked  up  within  the 
ff^alls  of  the  Prifon,  a  Puniftiment  of  lb 
feverc  and  terrible  a  Nature,  that  I  do 
aflure  Mr.  ^R.  M.  as  much  as  he  has  ahufed 
me,  I  am  far  from  wilhing  he  may  ever 
fuffer.  I  know  at  prefent,  by  fad  Expe- 
rience, that  Confinement^  even  in  a  tolerable 
Lodging,  to  a  Man  accuftomed  to  Exercife, 
is  a  Jure^  though  Vtngertng  Death  ;  lince  it 
will  certainly  bring  fuch  Diftempers  upon 
him  as  muft  at  laft  prove  fatal ;  but  that 
the  Air  of  a  Gaol,  where  a  Multitude 
of  Wretches  are  ftiut  up  together,  has 
fomething  in  it  fo  very  Nolfome  and  ^efii- 
lential^  that  I  am  furprizcd,  to  find  Men 
of  the  ftrongeft  Conftitutions  can  live  in  it 
three  Months  together.  Under  what  Tor- 
ments moft  of  them  are  obliged  to  endure 
Life,  is  apparent  from  the  Report  of  the 
Comraittee  for  the  Infpeding  Gaols,  who, 
(tho*  I  am  well  affured,  many  Particulars 
were  artfully  concealed  from  them)have  laid 
beforeahe  Publick  fuch  a  Scene,  as  I  hope, 
and  do  verily  believe,  neither  the  Spamfh 

Inqill-- 
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hqul/itlon   nor  the  Bafiile  in  France^  arc 
able  to  match.     I  chufc  to  dwell  a  little 
upon   this   Subjeft,  that  if  there  are  any 
Men  at  prefent  in    Power,    whofe  Pridfy 
Cruelty^    or    natural   Infohnce^  heightened 
by   that  Luxury  in   which    they    wallow 
them/elves^  makes  them    ready  and  eager, 
on  the  flighteft  Pretences,  to  fling  Englifh-' 
men^     their    Fellow-SuhjeBs    and    Fellow^ 
Creatures  into  Gaols^  Prifonsj   and   Z)«»- 
geom  ;    I   fay,  I  dwell  a  little  the  longer 
upon  this  Subjeft,  to   make  Jtich  Men  (if 
fuch   there  are)    refled,    if  poffible,  that 
while  they  may  fancy  they  are  only  rcn- 
dring  themfelves  awful   to  the  People,  or 
giving  an  Opportunity  to  an  honeft  Gaoler 
their  Friend,  to  get  a  little  Money ;  they 
are  too  often  committing  the  hlachjl  Mur^ 
dersy   for  which,  if  there  ever  is  to  be  a 
ju/l  and  real  Inqujjition^  the  Blood  of  thofe 
unhappy    Wretches,     who    perifli   in   the 
Prifons  to  which  fuch  Magiftrates  fend  them^ 
will  moft  certainly  be  demanded  at  their 
Hands. 

Mr.  T'homforiy  In  one  of  his  Poems  upon 

the  SeafonSy  has   a    very  proper   Memento 

C  4  for 
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for  fuch  Men,  whofe  Infolence  in  ^ower 
makes  them  almoft  forget  that  they  are  of 
the  fame  Species  with  their  Fellow  Crea- 
tures. 

Ah,  little  think  the  gay,  licentious  Proudy 
Whom  Pleafure^  Power  and  Affluence  furround. 
How  many  feel  this  very  Moment,  Deaths 
And  all  the  fad  Variety  of  Pain. 
How  many  pine  in  Want,  and  dungeon  Glooms ; 
Shut  from  the  common  Air^  and  common  Ufe 
Of  their  own  Limbs, 

The  fame  Gentleman  fpeaking  of  the 
late  Committee  for  Infpefting  Gaols,  makes 
them  the  following  handlbme  and  juft 
Compliment. 

And  here  can  I  forget  ih.Q  generous  Few^ 
Who,  touch'd  with  human  Woe,  redrefTive  fought 
Into  the  Horrors  of  the  gloomy  Jail  ? 
Unpitied,  and  unheard,  where  Mi fery  moans; 
Where  Sicknefs  pines ;  where  Thirft  and  Hunger 

burn, 
And  poor  Misfortune  feels  the  Lafh  of  Vice, 
While  in  the  Land  of  Liberty^  the  Land 
Whofe  every  Street,  and  publick  Meeting  glows 
With  open  Freedom,  little  "tyrants  rag'd : 
Snatch'd  the  lean  Morfel  from  the  ftarving  Mouth, 
Tore  from  cold,  wintry  Limbs,  the  tatter'd  Robe  \ 

Even 
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Even  robb'd  them  of  the  laft  of  Comforts,  Sleep  5 
The  free-horn  Briton  to  the  Dungeon  chain'd, 
Or,  as  the  Luft  of  Cruelty  prevail'd, 
At  pleafure  mark'd  him  with  inglorious  Stripes  5 
And  crufh'd  OMlLives^  by  various  namelefsWays, 
That  for  their  Country  would  have  toil'd^  or  hied. 
Hail  Patriot-hand  I  who  fcorning  fecret  Scorn, 
When  Juflice^  and  when  Mercy  led  the  Way, 
Dragg'd  the  detected  Monfters  into  Lights 
Wrench'd  from  their  Hand  OpprefTion's  Iron  Rod y 
And  bade  the  QvxxtXfeel  the  Pains  th.ty  gave, 

I  am  fure  Mr.  R.  M.  will  excufc  me, 
for  mentioning  a  Ccmmittee  in  this  manner, 
whofe  Enfuiriesy  he  aflures  us,  Sir  R.  W. 
moft  heartily  promoted:  To  which  I  Ihall 
only  anfwer,  That  /  am  heartily  glad  to 
hear  it ;  and  could  even  wiih  that  Honour- 
able Committee  had  given  feme  publick 
Mark  of  their  Gratitude  to  this  great  Man 
for  his  generous  j4jftfiance  ^  which  was 
certainly  the  more  generous^  as  it  is  com- 
monly thought  that  Somebody  ufed  all  his 
Arts  and  Cunnirig  to  mtjlead  them ;  and 
even  to  zvound  the  Reputation  of  thofe 
particular  Gentlemen  who  appeared  moft 
adive. 

Having 
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Having  ftiewn  in  how  notable  a  Manner 
Mr.  iJ.  M  has  vindicated  the  Author  of  that 
Paragraph,  which  gave  an  Account  of  my 
Affair  in  the  St.  James's  Evening  ^ofi^  I 
ftiall  ftiew  my  Readers,  in  the  next  Place, 
in.  what  Manner  he  vindicates  his  Matron 
Sir  il.  W. 

Mr.  R.  M.  fays,  That  I  confidently  affert 
in  my  Letter  to  the  Craftfman^  that  Sir  R.  PF. 
was  the  Author  of  thofe  Queries  which  I 
have  anfwered,  and  which  were  printed 
about  two  Years  fince  in  the  Britijh  Journal : 
Let  us  fee  how  Mr.  i?.  M.  brings  him  off;  for 
Iconfefs  I  look  upon  this  to  be  the  moft 
remarkable  fart  in  his  whole  Pamphlet. 
Mr.  jR.  M.  is  fo  zealous  to  ferve  his  iri^W, 
that  he  is  content  to  take  thofe  Queries  upon 
himfelfy  though,  as  Mr.  Scrubb  has  obferv'd 
before  me,  he  cannot  help  Mumbling  a  little 
upon  the  Thiftles. 

"  As  to  the  ^leries  in  the  Britifli  Journal 
"  (fiy^  ^^'  ^*  -^O  -^  procured  them  to  be 
^^  inferted  myfelf^  at  a  Time  when  I  had 
"  notfecn  Sir  R.  W.  in  any.  Place  whatever ^ 

"  above 
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above   five   or  fix   Times    in  the  whole 

Courfe  of  my  Lije  ;  and  had  fo  little  Com- 
munication  with  him^  that  I  do  folemnly 
Affirm,  he  never  knew  from  me^  nor  I 
believe  from  any  one^  that  I  was  the  pe- 
culiar Author  of  thofe  ip2iXticul2LY  ^eries. 


Now  I  humbly  conceive,  as  Mr.  Scrubb 
has  obferved  *  before  me,  that  Sir  K,  W. 
might  write  thofe  Queries,  though  he  made 
Mr.  K.  M.  his  Foot-man^  and  fent  him  with 
them  to  the  Printer  of  the  Britifh  Journal^ 
in  which  Paper,  it  fcems,  to  ufe  his  own 
Words,    ht procured  them  to  be  inferted. 

I  do  moft  firmly  believe,  what  Mr.  R.  M. 
does  mo&  Jolemnly  Affirm  in  the  latter  Part 
of  this  Paragraph  ;  viz.  That  Sir  R.  W. 
never  knew  either  from  Mr.  R,  M.  or  from 
any  body  elie.  That  he  the  faid  Mr.  R.  M.  was 
iht  peculiar  Author  of  thefe  particular, ^eries  J 
an  Exprejfwn^  in  which  there  is  fo  particu-^ 
lar  an  Elegance^  as  I  dare  fay  is  Peculiar  to 
this  very  Author,  whofe  whole  Defence  of 
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Sir  R.  W.  upon  this  Head,  is  fo  extreamly 
Peculiar  and  Particular^  that  I  think  it  can 
hardly  efcape  the  Ohjervation  of  any 
Reader. 

But  tho'  I  ftiould  take  Mr.  R.  M*sfolemn 
Affirmations  and  Declarations^  in  that  Senfe 
in  which  I  prefume  he  would  willingly  have 
them  taken  {viz,)  That  he  was  the  real 
Author  of  thofe  Queries,  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  that  Mr.  R.  M.  is  pleafed  to  aft 
in  a  pretty  extraordinary  Manner.  When 
any  Thing  is  ajferted^  the  World  will  moft 
certainly  take  the  Liberty  either  to  believe 
It  or  not,  according  to  the  Opinion  they 
have  of  that  Perfon's  Veracity  who  tells 
them  the  Story.  For  a  Man,  therefore, 
who  does  not  think  fit  to  fet  his  ISlame  to 
what  he  fays,  to  expeft  to  be  believed  in  a 
Cafe  where,  as  the  French  fay,  *  Appearances 
are  againji  him^  is  fuch  an  uncommon  Piece 
of  Ajffurarice^  as  I  do  not  remember  to  have 
met  with  before  in  any  Author.  I  muft 
confefs,   I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the 


*  Les  Apparances  font  centre. 

Pro- 
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Proceeding  of  Mr.  Cakot  and  Mr.  Joms  in 
the  Dunkirk-Affair^  was  much  more  modejt. 
Thole  Gentlemen,  after  having  received 
proper  Directions,  went  in  proper  Company 
before  a  proper  Magiftrate  ;  where,  having 
made  a  proper  Affidavit,  they  figned  it  with 
their  own  proper  Names  ;  and  every  Body 
knows,  that  the  Publick  had  a  proper  Re- 
gard, and  gave  a  proper  Credit  to  every 
Syllabic  they  fwore.  Might  I  therefore 
prefume  ^o  far,  I  ftiould  humbly  advife 
Mr.  R.  M.  to  print  a  Second  Edition  of  his 
Pamphlet ;  (tho'  I  find  the  Firft  is  not  yet 
difpofed  of)  and  to  put  his  Name  to  the 
New  Edition.  This  is  the  more  necejfary^ 
becaufe  in  another  Part  of  his  Book  he  is 
pleafed  to  itakc  his  Honour  and  his  Reputa- 
tion upon  certain  Points ;  and  it  would, 
doubtlcfs,  be  no  fmall  Satisfaftion  to  his 
Readers  to  be  convinced  how  great  a  Stake  > 
this  worthy  Gentleman  is  pleafed  to  ven- 
ture in  order  to  give  themyj^/ZSatisfadion. 

I  cannot  help  adding  one  more  Argu- 
ment to  induce  this  great  Author,  if  poffi- 
ble,  to  comply  with  my  Requelt.  Speak- 
ing of  Sir  R.  JV.     "  Neither  have  I  herein 

"   (ftys 
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"   (faysMr.R.M)  Expe^ations  of  SirK.Ws, 

"  Favour. But^  really^  I  vindicate  this 

"  Honourable   Perfon  from  other  Motives 

"  than  private  Views. I  therefore  defy 

"  and  defpife  thefoolifj  Imputation  of  Wri^ 
''  ting  for  Hire. 

Notwithftanding  all  thcfe   Solemn  Pro-- 
fejjions  from  a  Man  of  Mr.  R.  M'sjiri^ 
Honour  and  efiahlifh'd  Reputation^  fuch  is 
the  ftiameful  Incredulity  of  the  Age  we  live 
in,  that  it  has  been  ftrongly  reported,  Mr. 
R.  M.  is  an  humble  Adherent  to  a  certain 
mofl  Nohk  Perfon^    and  has  at  this  very 
Time  a  Penjton  during  Pleajure  ;  which,  as 
a  Reward   for  his  Merit  and  Services^  was 
conferr'd  upon  him  by  that  great  Moecenas 
of  theprefent  Age.     Mr.  Scrubb  has  had  the 
Malice  to  obferve  that,  by  Mr.  K.  M's  own 
Confeflion,  he  had  the  Honour  to  fee  this 
Noble  Perfon  fve  or  Jix  times  fome  Years 
Jince  ;  and  as  great  Genius's  do  in  a  manner 
demand  an  Alliance,    and  run   into  each 
other's  Arms  by  a  fort  of  Inftinft  *.     Mr. 

*  Great  Souls  by  Infi'mB-,  to  each  other  turn. 
Demand  Alliance^  and  in  Friendjhi^  burn. 

Addison. 

Scrubb 
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Scrubb  fecms  to  imagine,  that  Mr.  R.  M. 
and  Sir  R.  PK  live  together  at  -prefent  like 
Py lades  and  Orejies  *,  and  are  become  the 
moft  intimate  Friends. 

Common  Fame  goes  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that 
Mr.  i?.  M»  has  had  a  Particular  Reward 
for  Writing  this  very  Pamphlet :  It  is  true, 
Common  Fame  is  a  malicious  Baggage  ;  yet, 
if  flie  fliould  happen  for  once  to  be  in  the 
Right,  I  do  hereby  affure  Mr.  R.  M.  that 
I  take  nothing  at  all  amifs  from  him :  An 
hired  Servant  in  regular  Pay  muft  do  fome- 
thing  for  his  Wages  ;  and  I  fliall  only  beg 
Leave  to  fet  down  a  few  of  his  perjbnal  Ci^ 
vilities^  to  the  Account  of  his  Mafler  :  I  am 
forry  that  I  am  forced  to  tell  Mr.  R.  M, 
that,  to  my  certain  Knowledge^  he  did  not 
write  thofe  Qiieries  in  the  Britijh  Journal ; 
which    for   certain  Reafons    he    now  moft 


*  Thoasj  King  of  Taurica^  having  determined  to  put 
Orefies  to  Death,  his  Friend  Vyladcsj  who  was  not  un- 
like him,  declared  that  he  was  Orejies  ;  and  was  going 
to  have  fuffered  Death,  if  Orefiesj  as  the  Truth  was, 
had  not  declared  that  he  ivas  the  Ma?i.  This  generous 
Contention  betv/een  the  two  Friends,  made  The  Friend- 
(hip  of  Pylades  and  Oreftes  become  a  Proverb  through- 
out all  Greece. 

earneftly 
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earneftly  endeavours  to  pafs  for  the  Author 
of.  I  muft  go  a  little  farther,  and  fhall  ven- 
ture to  a^ert^  that  any  Man  living,  who  is 
a  tolerable  yudge  of  Englljh  Stiles,  and  who 
will  but  give  himfelf  the  Trouble  to  com- 
pare my  Rotations  out  of  Mr.  R.  M*s  Pam- 
phlet with  thoje  Queries  *,  will  be  foon 
convinced  that  Mr.  /?.  M.  was  not  the  Au- 
thor of  the  Latter.  I  have  already  faid  in 
my  Letter  to  the  Craft/man^  that  /  do  not 
take  the  Querist  to  be  an  Author  of  the 
First  Class  ;  yet  there  is  a  Smoothnefs 
in  his  Stile  which,  tho'  it  may  border  a 
little  upon  the  Injipid^  is  certainly  a  good 
deal  better  than  that  hobbling  Stile  fo  very 
peculiar  to  Mr.  if.  M.  There  is  alfo  a  fer- 
fpicuity  in  the  Querift's  Writing,  which  I 
do  hereby  give  it  under  my  Hand,  Mr.  R  M. 
will  never  attain  to  as  long  as  he  lives :  If, 
for  Example,  the  true  ^eriji  had  thought 
fit  to  father  his  own  Produdion,  I  am  of 
Opinion  he  would  have  done  it  in  a  much 
plainer^  if  not  a  more  eloquent  Manner ^  than 
by  faying,  /  do  folemnly  affirm^  that  Mr. 


'^  Thefe  Queries  are  inferted  at  length  in  my  'Letter 
to  the  Craftjhian. 

R.M. 
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R.  M.  72ever  knew  from  me^  nor  I  believe 
from  anyone^  that  I  was  the  fee  uliar  Author 
of  theje  particular  ,^/eries.  Upon  the 
whole,  I  do  not  find  myfelf  at  all  difpofed 
to  recant  whatever  I  h^vc  con f  dent ly  AJprt* 
ed  in  my  Letter  to  Mr.  D'Anyers. 

I  proceed  to  fliew, 

"fhe  Jufice  of  Mr.  R.  M's  perfonal  Re-^ 
feoiionSyT'he  Truth  of  his  Fa^s^  and  his  happy 
'iTalent  foi'Panegyricky  after  which  I  will  give 
One  foort  Specimen  of  his  Learnings  and  of 
his  Ingenuous  Manner  of  making  a  ^otU" 
tion. 

A  Man  would  imagine  that  Mr.  R.  M. 
had   fufficiently   fiiewn    his    Zeal  for   his 
Mafler^  by  all  the  ill  Language  which  he 
has  made  fb  conflant  an  ufe  of  throughout 
his  Pamphlet  ;  but  not  content  with  this 
he  is  pleafed  to  go  out  of  his  Way  for  fuch 
perfonal  Reptiions^    v/hich    if  they    had 
been  true^  (as  they  are   utterly  falfe  and 
groundlefs)  would,  in  my  humble  Opinioti^ 
have  been   nothing   at   all    to  his  prefent 
Purpofc.     Mr.  R.  M.  is  pleafed  to  inform 
D  the 
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the  World,  that  I  have  of  late  Years  had 
a  great  many  Law-Suits  in  different  Courts, 
and  then  adds,  with  equal  'Truth  and  good 
Naturcj 

''  If  Mr»  Budgell  would  have  been  as 
^'  induftrious  to  have  kept  out  of  Suits  in 
^'  thofe  Courts,  as  he  was  tojhew  his  Parts 
"  upon  thofe  Occafions^  he  would  not  now 
"  have  complained  of  any  fach  terrifying 
^'  Severities. 

The   Charader^  of  a  Lttigious  Man  is, 
w^ithout  Difpute,  one  of  the  worji  of  Cha- 
rafters,  and   how   little  I    deferve  it,  the 
World  is,  I   believe,    at   this  time  pretty 
well  convinced.     It  is  certain  I  have  had, 
as  I  find  Mr.  R.  M.  well  knows,  a  fufficient 
Number  of  Law-Suits  to  ruin  any  private 
Gentleman  of  a  moderate  Fortune ;  but  it 
is  as  certain,    that  they  have  been  forced 
upon  me,  and  multiplied  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
as  I  hope  and  believe  is  without  a  Precedent. 
For  a  Proof  of  what  I  affirm,  I  have  print- 
ed in  the  Appendix,  a  State   of  one  of  my 
Cafes^  as   it  was  given  in  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  none  of  the  Fads  contained  in  which 

were 
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were  ever  denied  by  my  Enemies,  and  to 
fuch  of  my  Readers  as  underftand  a  little 
Lazv^  I  dare  fay  this  Piece  will  be  pretty 
cimoiis,  I  fball  fay  nothing  of  the  IJfue  of 
this  Caufe  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  :  It  Is 
my  Duty  to  Believe^  that  theJa?nousVKv.c^T^Y.i<[r 
which  was  that  Day  madEj  wasfoundedon  the 
mofi  firiB  and  impartial  Jujke. 

I  have  been  arretted  more  than  once, 
without  being  told^  or  even  able  to  gtiefs 
upon  what  account.  Some  few  Perfons  to 
whom  I  have  given  Notes  under  my  Hand 
for  Money,  have  been  offered  a  larger  Sum 
than  my  Notes  entitled  them  to,  for  no 
other  Reafon,  but  that  I  might  be  imme-^ 
dlately  Sued  upon  them  ;  and  this  Offer  has 
been  made  them  by  Perfons  of  fuch  Figure 
in  the  World,  as  I  am  forry  to  find  were 
not  much  letter  employed.  When  I  faw  how 
my  private  Fortune  was  ftruck  at,  I  deter- 
mined to  apply  myfelf  to  the  ^rofejjion  of 
the  Law^  which  I  had  ftudied  fome  Tears^ 
and  for  which  I  was  originally  defigned  ; 
but  after  I  had  been  actually  called  to  the 
Bar^  fuch  an  Attempt  was  made  to  have 
prevented  my  a^ing  in  myProfeffion  in  PFeJi- 
D  %  mtnjier^ 
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m'tnfter-HaU,  as  I  believe  I  may  very  {afely 
afSrni,  was  never  heard  of  before^  fincc 
the  Foundation  of  the  Inns  of  Court.  I  muft 
own  I  can  fcarce  forbear  enlarging  myfelf  a 
little  upon  fome  of  thefe  Heads  :  1  can  fcarce 

forbear  faying  fomething  more but- — ■ 

I  have  done. 1  hope  no  other  EngUjhman 

will  ever  be  furfued  or  ruined  by  the  like 
Methods.  For  myfelf,  I  humbly  truft  that 
<J>rovidence^  in  its  own  due  time,  will  either 
pit  an  End  to  my  Suf  rings,  or,  what  is  juft 
the  fame  thing,  will  enahle  me  to  fupport 
them. 

Mr.  R.  M.  fpeaking  of  my  formerly 
having  ferved  the  Crown  as  Secretary  of 
State  in  Ireland,  infmuates,  with  his  ufual 
Candor  and  Generoftty,  that  I  lop  that  Em- 
ployment for  fome  heinous  Crime'.  His 
Words  are  thefe, 

«  <f]j(.y  r^loo  remember  what  Place  he  hady 
«'  do  alfo  remember  how  he  loft  it. 

I  believe  and  hope,  that  there  are  fome 
Thoufands  of  my  Fellow-Subjeds  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  who  do  very  well  know 
and  nniember,  th.at  I  loft  that  Place  for  no 

other 
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other  Reafon,  but  becauie  I  refufed  to  do 
what  no  Man  of  Honour  or  Honefty  would 
have  done.     For  the  Truth  of  this  Afler- 
tion,  I   dare    refer  Mr.  R,  M.   to  a  certain 
Friend  of  his,  even  to  Sir.  R.  PK  who  has 
formerly  exprefled  his  Sentiments   of  this 
Affair  in  feveral  publkk  Compa?iies^  and  in 
the  moft  open  Manner.     In  a  Word,  I  take 
leave  to  tell  Mr.  R,  M  that  I  am  prouder 
of  having  loft  a  Poft,  for  refufing  to  do  a 
dilhoneft  Adion,    though    it   would  have 
been  very  much  for  my  own  private  Ad- 
vantage, than  I  Ihould  be  to  get  a  Poft  by 
doing  fuch  Work  as  Great  Men  will  fome- 
times  exped  from  their  humble  Adherents. 

In    another   Part   of  his  Pamphlet,  Mr. 
R.  M.   moft    kindly   infinuates,  that  His 

Grace  the  prefent  Duke  ^Bol n  can  give 

fome  ample  7eJlimonials  relating  to  me^  and 
not  much  to  my  Advantage,  I  muft  own  I 
am  intirely  at  a  lofs,  and  cannot  even  guefs 
at  what  the  ingenious  Author  means  by  this 
Refleftion  :  I  cannot  remember  that  I  ever 

fpoke   to   the  prefent  Diike   of   Bol n 

above  once  in  my  Life  :  It  was  in  the  Year 

1721,    about   fome  Affairs   depending   in 

D  3  Par- 
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Parliament,  relating  to  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany, concerning  which  I  had  the  good 
Fortune  to  be  entirely  in  the  fame  Way  of 
Thinking  with  his  Grace.  I  confefs  I 
thought  myfelf  a  little  hardly  ufed  by  the 

late     Duke    of   Bol n  ;      moft    People 

thought  fo  too;  nay,  fome  of  his  Grace's 
lefi  Friends  and  nearefl  Relations  were  of 
this  Opinion.  That  unfortunate  Peer  is 
now  no  more.  The  very  Perjon  who  was 
thought  to  have  influenced  him  to  my  Pre- 
judice, isfaid  to  have  occafioned  \\\sfuferlng 
much  feverer  Pangs  than  I  eyer  defired  he 
fhould  endure. 

If  Mr.  R.  M.  is  endeavouring  to  revive 
the  Remembrance  of  my  unhappy  Diffe- 
rence with  his  Grace,  to  make  it  an  Italian 
^arrely  and  perfuade  his  Pofterity  to  keep 
it  up ;  fuch  a  Deftgn  is  extreamly  mean^ 
and  I  fancy  will  hardly  take.  I  am  fo 
very  far  from  having  the  leaft  Prejudice  to 
any  one  Perfon  of  that  moft  Noble  and 
Antient  Family,  that  I  fhould  be  proud  to 
ferve  any  of  them  if  it  lay  in  my  Power  • 
nor  do  I  believe  there  is  at  prefent  one 
among  them  who  would  willingly  do  me 
the  leaft  Injury.  Mr. 
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Mr.  /?.  M.  in  his  pretended  Anfwer  of 
my  Letter  to  the  Craft/man^  very  roundly 
tells  me, 

"  T'ou  reprefenty  that  either  the  Lord 
"  Chancellory  or  prefent  Mafter  of  theRoIls^ 
"  would  not  fiiffer  an  Account  to  he  lallanced^ 
"  on  one  Article  of  which  you  loji  your 
^^  Liberty,  Jlufay  they  refufed  it,  though 
^'  you  often  required  it^  and  draw  the  In^ 
^'  tegrity  of  thofe  learned  and  honourable 
"  Per  Jons  In  ^efllon* 

In  anfwer  to  this  Paragraph,  I  do  aflert, 
That  I  never  did  either  reprefent  or  fay^ 
what  Mr.  i?.  M  with  great  Ingenuity  has 
here  charged  me  with  faying  :  I  fliall  there- 
fore leave  thofe  Learned  and  Honourable 
Perfons,  whom  he  has  fo  kindly  introduced 
in  this  Paragraph,  to  return  him  their 
Thanks  for  the  Compliment  which  he  has 
made  them. 

Mr.  i2.  M.fhines  in  a  particular  Manner, 
whenever  he  aims  at  Panegyricfc,  of  which  I 
humbly  conceive  his  following  Obfervation 
is  an  undeniable  Inftance. 

D  4  "  "the 
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«  fhe  Cafe  of  Sir  R.  W.  and  the  L.  C. 
♦^  J.  Eyre  (fays  Mr.  R.  M.)  are  too  much 
"  alike,  hi  the>  Nature  of  the  Slanders 
^^  agalnji  them^  which  are  equally  malicious y 
*'  fcandalousy  falfe^  and  utterly  groundlejs. 

I  fliall  not  pretend  to  determine  which 
of  the  great  Men  above-mentioned,  is  moft 
obliged  to  Mr.  R,  M.  for  this  happy  Com- 
parifon, 

I  prcmifed  ta  give  A  ftiort  Speci- 
men of  Mr.  R.  M's  Learning  :  Mr.  R.  M. 
in  one  Part  of  his  Book,  is  of  Opinion 
with  his  Fellow-Labourer,  the  St.  James's 
^Pojiy  that  I  am  greatly  difordefd  In  my 
Senfes\  he  has  even  taken  fome  Pains  to 
perfuade  me  to  confefs  it  Ingeniwtifly^  and 
upon  this  Condition  gracioufly  promifes, 
that  all  I  have  lately  done  fhall  he  forgiven  : 
To  convince  his  Readers  how  true  a  No- 
tion he  has  of  Madnefs^  he  has  given  them 
in  Page  the  Ninth,  a  moft  concije  and  exceU 
lent  Dcfnltion  of  it.  Madnefs,  if  we  may 
believe  ^Ir.  i?.  M.  is  an  Involuntary  Misfor- 
tune ^    owing  to  the  Influence   of  wandring 

Planets. 
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planets.      It   is   very    evident   from    this 
learned  Definition  of  Madnefs^    that  Mr. 
R.  M.  is  moft  profoundly  skilled  in  the  In-- 
fluences  of  the  Planets,  and  yet  perhaps,  if 
he  had  not  given  us  this  Caji  of  his  Art^ 
not  one  of  his  Readers  would  have  fufpeded 
him  for  a  Conjurer.     If  a  ^oor  Gentletmn 
greatly  diforderd  bi  his  Senfes  (I  hope  this 
ingenuous  Conjefjton  will    fatisfy  *  )  might 
prefume  ito  ftart  an  Objeftion  to  fo  learned 
an  Afirohger  about  his  own  Art^  I  would 
humbly  inform  him,  that   Dodor  Mead  is 
very  pofitive,  that  Madnefs  is  not  owing  to 
the  Influence  of  the  "PlanetSj  and  that  one 
Sir  Ifaac  Newton  has  pretended  to  demon- 
firate^  that  every  one  of  thefe  fame  Planets 
is  io  very  far  from  being  wanderings  that 
all  its   Motions   are   much   more  conjlant^ 
fettled  and  regular  than  the  Motions  of  the 
beft   W  atch   ever  made  by   the  late  Mr. 
Tompon  ;  that   they  have  been  the  fame 
ever  fince  the  Creation,  as  they  are  at  this 


*  It  is  the  rather  to  be  hoped,  this  Confefjion  will  be 
thought  fufjicient^  becaufc  it  is  in  the  'very  Words  of  the 
Author  of  the  famous  Paragraph  in  the  St.  James's  Even- 
ing Poji. 

Day; 
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Day  ;  and  are  likely  to  continue  the  fame 
for  fome  Ages  yet  to  come.  I  am  far  from 
prefuming  to  determine  any  thing  ;  Non 
r.offfum  tantas  componere  Utes,  I  think  it 
fiifficient  to  have  Ihev/n,  that  two  fuch 
great  Men  as  Mr.  R,  M  and  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton  are  of  different  Opinions  in  this 
Particular. 

I  fliall,  laftly,  take  a  little  Notice  of  Mr. 
iJ.  M's  ingenuous  Method  of  making  a  Qiio- 
tation :  Mr.  R.  M.  in  all  his  Anfwer  to  my 
Letter  to  the  Craft fman^  pretends  to  tran- 
fcr'ihe  but  one  ftngle  Paragraph  out  of  my 
faid  Letter.  There  is,  however,  one  Para^ 
graph  which  Mr.  R.  M.  fays, 

"  Is  fo  very  Jingular^  I  cannot  hut  chtije 
^'  to  tranfcribe  it. 

Now  Mr.  R.  Ms  Method  of  tranfcrihing 
this  unhappy  Paragraph,  which  he  has 
fn^ed  out,  is  thus :  The  whole  Paragraph 
is  but  one  Sentence,  confifting  of  Seven 
Lines;  Mr.  R.  M.  has  very  dexteroufly 
tack'd  the  two  lafi  Lines  to  the  jirji  Line^ 
and  left  out  thofe  jour  Lines  which  flood 

between 
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between  them,  and  made  fart  of  the  Sen-^ 
tence.  I  am  very  far  from  finding  fault 
with  this  Method  of  tranfcrihhig  a  Paffage 
from  the  Writings  of  an  Ad  verfary,  having 
often  obferved  it  pradifed  with  good  Sue- 
cefs  hy  feveral  Authors  on  xh^fame  Side  of 
the  Queftion  with  Mr.  R.  M,  who  in  this 
Particular  does  but  imitate  the  great  C/^?^- 
menes  himfclf,  as  I  fliall  have  occafion  to 
Ihew  hereafter. 

I  hope,  however,  my  Readers  do  not 
expect  that  I  fhould.  anfwer  every  Particu^. 
lar  of  a  Pamphlet  wrote  in  the  Stile  and 
Manner  of  Mr.  i?.  Ms.  I  Ihould  not  eafily 
be  induced  to  undertake  fuch  a  Task;  but 
had  much  rather  give  Mr.  R.  M,  full  Per- 
miflion  to  believe  that  every  Word  of  his 
Pamphlet  is  unanfwerahk. 

To  confefs  the  Truth,  I  have  already,  in 
my  own  Opinion,  faid  a  great  deal  too  much 
in  anfwer  to  a  Pamphlet  which  I  cannot 
find  many  People  have  taken  the  Pains  to 
read:  I  had  fully  determined  to  make 
no  manner  of  Reply  to  any  Part  of  it,  if 
two  or  three  of  my  Friends,  who  aflilire 

me 
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me  it  is  wrote  by  Direftion,  had  not  per- 
fuaded  me  to  take  fome  Notice  of  it.  If  the 
Reader  would  fee  an  Anfwer  to  the  reft  of 
it,  he  may  find  it  in  a  Letter  wrote  by  a  Gen- 
tleman, who  has  very  gencroufly  taken  my 
Part,  and  is  pleafed  to  call  himfelf  Timothy 
Scruhh.  Some  of  the  publick  Papers  could 
not  help  taking  Notice,  t^hat  this  Gentle- 
man's manner  of  writing  plainly  fhcws  he 
is  not  of  the  Family  of  the  Scrubbs^  and 
that  tho*  he  dates  his  Letter  from  a  Garrety 
^tis  pretty  evident  he  never  lay  in  one.  Mr. 
Scrubb  has  regaled  Mr.  K.Af.  with  the  fame 
fort  of  Language  with  which  that  ingenious 
Author  has  treated  me  :  And  I  muft  con- 
fcfs,  that  tho'  I  have  ever  been  an  Enemy 
to  the  BiUingfgate  Dialed,  yet  this  fame 
Mr.  Scrubby  and  the  Author  of  a  Medita- 
tion upon  a  great  Many  which  he  declares 
is  written  after  the  Manner  of  the  Mighty 
CleomeneSy  have  almoft  convinced  me, 
that  there  are  a  Sort  of  Difputants,  who 
ought  in  Juftice  to  be  treated  as  they  treat 
other  People,  and  to  have  their  own  Can- 
non turned  upon  them.  Mr.  Scrubb's 
Letter  to  Mr.  K.  M.  has  a  good  deal  of 

Ban- 
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Banter  and  low  Humour^  yet  at  the  Bottom 
of  both,  is  good  Senje  md/iro?7g  Argument.  * 

Having  done  for  the  prefent  with  Mr. 
R.  M.  I  Ihall  fay  fomething  of  his  Mafier^ 
Cleomems ;  who,  if  we  confider  him  purely 
as  an  Author,  is  certainly  one  Clafs  above 
his  humble  Adherent.  His  Stile  is  a  good 
deal  better,  but  he  is,  it  feems,  fo  terribly 
provoked,  that  he  can  no  more  forbear 
calling  Names  and  giving  ill  Language^  than 
Mr.  R.  M.  himfelf. 

I  fhall  therefore  in  this  Place,  fairly  ftate 
my  own  Cafe,  and    confider  what  it    is  I 
have  done,  to  defcrve  being  told  in  Print, 
that  /  am  the  mofi   infamous  and  vileft  of 
Mankind^  and  that  there  is  not  a  Felon  who 


*  Mr.  Scruhb's  Pamphlet  is  entitled,  A  Letter  to 
the  Author  of  a  Letter  to  Euftace  Budgell,  Efy;  m 
Anfwer  to  his  Anfwer  of  the  infamous  Paragraph  in  the 
St.  James's  Evening  Poft.  Printed  for  J.  Wilford  be- 
hind the  Chapter-houfe  in  St.  FauVs  Church-yard.  Price 
Six-pence.  Mr.  Scrubb  has  taken  the  folloiuing  Lines  for 
his  Motto, 

Boys  and  Girls,  come  out  to  play. 
The  Moon  do's  fhine  as  bright  as  Day. 
Come  with  a  Whoop ;  come  'with  a  Call ; 
Come  'with  a  good  Will , or  ?iot  at  alL 

i$ 
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is  fenfenced  at  the  Old  Baily,  who  might 
not  make  a  much  better  Defence  than  I  can. 

srate  of  the  I  thought  I  knew  fome  Things,  which  as 
ae.^  good  Subjed  I  was  obliged  in  Duty  i6 
lay  before  His  Majefty.  I  conceived  at 
leaft,  that  1  was  cruel  l)'^  opprelVd  by  a 
Man  too  great  to  be  complained  of  to  any 
but  my  King  :  To  Him  therefore,  and  to 
Him  alone^  I  made  my  Complaint :  After 
having  endeavoured,  at  a  vafi  Expence^  and 
by  a  long  Attendance^  to  obtain  a  private 
Audience,  when  I  faw  fuch  Methods 
were  taken  to  prevent  my  having  one,  as 
I  believe  were  never  heard  of  before  at  an 
EngUjh  Court  •  I  found  myfelf  obliged  to 
put  part  of  what  I  would  have  faid,  into  a 
Petition^  which  I  delivered  into  His  Ma- 
jefty 's  Hand,  in  that  only  Place  where  I  had 
a  proper  Opportunity  of  prefenting  it.  If 
I  know  any  thing  of  the  Laws  of  my 
Country  (and  I  think  I  do  know  fomething 
of  them)  Every  Englifli  Suhjeff  has  an  iin- 
doubted  Right  to  petition  his  Prince.  The 
greateft  Advocates  for  Slavery  have  never 
yet  had  the  Affurance  to  difpute  this  foint. 
The    moft    zealous  Sticklers    for  Pajfwe 

Oh- 
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Obedience  have  univeiially  allowed,  that 
Prayers  and  T^ears  were  fuch  Weapons,  as 
the  molt  loyal  Subjefh  might  lawfully  em- 
ploy againft  the  moft  ahfohite  Monarch'. 
And  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  while  I 
am  abufcd,  perfecuted  and  reviled,  for 
no  other  apparent  Reafon,  than  having 
delivered  a  Petition  to  my  King ;  every 
hone  ft  Man  in  England  is  obliged  in  good 
Policy  to  take  my  Part;  becaufe  he  can- 
not be  afTured  how  fbon  he  may  other- 
wife  meet  with  the  like  treatment.  When 
I  had  delivered  my  Petition,  I  waited  the 
Event  of  it  with  Silence  and  Rejtgnation.  I 
refolved  not  to  complain  upon  the  fame 
Subjefi  to  my  Prince  and  to  the  Pnblick^ 
and  when  I  had  appealed  to  the  firjl^  I 
determined  to  fay  nothing  to  the  latter  :  I 
have  ftill  fo  firmly  adhered  to  this  my 
Refolution,  that  I  defy  my  greateft  Ene- 
mies to  prove  I  have  ever  communicated 
the  Contents  of  that  Paper  I  delivered  to 
his  Majefiy  to  any  other  Per/on,  T  went 
ftill  farther:  I  and  my  Friends  ufed  our 
utmoft  Endeavours,  that  all  the  Publick 
Papers,  in  which  we  fancied  we  had  any 
Intercft,  lliould ,  take  no  Notice  of  what  I 

had 
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had  done  at  St.  James's.  Our  Endeavours 
fucceeded  ;  but  my  Enemies  made  the 
moft  ungenerous  ufe  of  my  Behaviour  in 
this  Particular.  They  got  thofe  'J^ublick 
Papersy  in  which  they  had  anylntereft,  to 
reprefent  Matters  of  Fafi  in  the  falfeft 
Colours,  nay,  fometimes  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
as  I  and  moft  People  thought,  refleded 
not  only  upon  me^  but  even  upon  his  Ma- 
jejty  ;  a  Prince,  for  whofe  facrcd  Perfon 
and  illuftrious  Family  I  have  ever  fhevvn, 
and  fhall  ever  fhew  the  mo^  fervent  Zeal 
and  profound  Reffe^.  As  for  mey  With  that 
Humanity  and  JJfurancey  which  is  peculiar 
to  them,  they  roundly  told  the  Publick, 
That  I  was  a  poor  Gentleman^  who  had  long 
been  difordered  In  my  Senfes^  and  was  at 
frefent  down-right  diJlraBed,  When  I 
found  myielf  attacked  in  fo  extraordinary 
a  Manner,  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  fay 
fomething  at  leaft  in  my  own  Defence  :  I: 
therefore  publiflied  that  Pamphlet,  entitled 
j4  Letter  to  the  Craftfman^  which  has 
made  fome  Noife  in  the  World.  In  that 
Pamphlet  I  thanked  Mr.  UAnvers^  for 
having  done  me  Juftice  in  one  of  his  Paperg- 
as  to  Matters  ofEa^.     I  endeavoured  next 

to 
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to  fhew,  that  I  had  been  long  marled  out 
for  Deftrudion  ;  that  I  had  been  feverely 
threatened  about  two  Years  before,  not  by 
ImmendoSj  but  by  my  own  Name  printed 
at  full  Lengthy  and  in  Capital  Letters  in  a 
Weekly  Journal^  which  is  generally 
thought  to  be  wrote  by  the  Dire^lon^  and 
under  the  Patronage  of  a  certain  noUe 
^erfon :  That  the  Accounts  which  had 
been  given  in  the  Publick  Papers,  of  what 
I  had  lately  done  and  faid  at  St.  James  s^ 
were  moft  fcandaloufly  falfe  in  Fact  ^  and, 
laftly,  I  declared  that  I  was  ready  to  prove 
whatever  was  afferted  in  the  Memorial 
I  delivered  to  his  Majefty,  and  Some- 
THiKG  MORE,  whcucvcr  I  was  properly 
called  upon  to  do  fo.  Thefe  were  the 
Contents  of  my  Letter  to  Mr.  D'Anvers. 

It  is  fcarce  credible,  how  much  fome 
People  were  enraged  at  the  Publication  of 
this  Pamphlet.  I  fhall  not  trouble  my 
Readers  with  a  particular  Account  of  all 
the  Spies  which  were  planted  upon  me,  to 
difcover  with  whom  I  conyerfed  or  corre- 
fponded,  or  how  many  People  were  lent 
to  me,  who  either   under   the  Mafque  of 

E  Friends, 
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Friends,  or  by  defending  certain  Perfons 
and  Aftions,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  or 
to  provoke  me  to  do  or  Jay  fomething  that 
might  be  improved  to  my  Ruin.  When 
thefe  link  Arts  proved  unfuccefsful,  it 
was  thought  proper  to  fall  upon  me  again 
in  Prints  to  have  recourfe  to  the  meaneft 
perfonal  Refie^iions^  and  aflirm  fuch  Fa^s 
as  are  dhcdily  fal/e  in  themfelves,  and  have 
no  manner  of  relation  to  the  prcfent  Con- 
troverfy  :  To  affure  the  World  that  ^//  I 
have  afTerted  is  u(ky  improbable  and  unjiip" 
ported  ;  that  being  myfelf  full  of  Wicked^ 
7iejs^  Malice  and  Falfljoodj  my  only  Intent 
IS  to  vilify  J  ^fp^^fi  ^^d  defame  one  of  the 
greateft  and  beji  Mlnijlers  that  any  Nation 
cleomeneis  ^^as  cver  bleft  with  ;  that  I  level  my  Venom 
Letter,  ^^  ^  ^^qUq  q>erfo}^  who  has  already  paji  the 
Diiiiycoumnt,  mofl  pubUck  Exatninations^  and  had  his  whole 
^'  Condii^  approved^  after  the  JlriBefi  Scru^ 
tinies  j  That  there  is  not  a  Man  of  Honour 
in  the  Nation^  hut  muji  look  upon  me  as  a 
mo  ft  bafe  and  infamous  Defamer ,  that  I  have 
offered  the  higheji  Injury  in  my  Pozver  to  a 
Perfon  of  the  greatejl  Dignity  and  f^orth^ 
and  in  a  way  that  mufi  he  the  utmofi  Abhor ^ 
rence  of  every  hone  ft  Mind  j  that  I  ought  to  be 

treated 
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treated  as  a  vile  Incendiary  *  that  all  I  have 
afTcrted,  is  malicious^  fcandalotis^  falfe  and 
utterly  groundlefs ;  that  /  bring  a  Charge 
before  the  People  where  it  cannot  be  proved -^ 
but  at  the  fame  time  defer t  it  in  the  only 
proper  'J' lace ^  and  at  a  'Time  when  it  ought 
to  be  proved'^  that  I  make  tfe  of  fneaking 
and  fouffiing  Prevarications  \  that  I  dare 
not  bring  Things  to  the  Tejt  of  Inquiry ^  but 
am  afraid  they  fooidd  be  examined^  though 
under  the  View  of  a  mojl  impartial  and  in-^ 
dulgent  Judgey  viz.  his  prefent  Majefty. 

I  have  tranfcribed  but  a  fmall  ^art  of 
the  many  Compliments-  and  kind  Things 
which  have  been  fhovver'd  upon  me  from 
the  Prefs,  by  the  humble  Servants  and  faith-' 
ful  Adherents  of  a  certain  Noble  Perfon  ; 
in  anfwcr  to  all  which,  and  much  more  of 
the  fame  Kind,  I  only  begkav^  to  ?sk  one 
ihort  Qtieftion  :  Who  would  not  imagine, 
upon  reading  all  thefe  InveH'ives  and  Songs 
of  Triumph^  that  I  had  been  called  upon 
to  make  good  my  Charge,  by  that  Prince 
who  I  firmly  believe  (as  my  Adverfaries 
fay)  is  a  moft  impartial  and  indulgent  Judge ^ 
and  that  this  juft  and  good  Prince,  having 
E  2  ex- 
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examined    my  Proofs,  had  found  that  my 
whole  Charge    (to    ufe  my    Adverfaries 
Words  once  more)  was  malicious^  falfe  and 
utterly  gromdlefs  ?  I  fay,  who  would  not 
imagine,   from   all  the   Inveftives  before- 
mentioned,  that  nis  was   the  Cafe  ?    And 
yet  I  cannot  find  that  any  of  thofe  worthy 
Gentlemen  who    have  wrote   againft   me, 
have   thought  proper    to   affert   It   is  Jo. 
Whenever  ^his  happens,  it  will  then  be  a 
proper  Time  for  thefe  ingenious  Authors 
to  fpread  all  the  Sails  of  their  Eloquence; 
but  till  then,  I  fliould  think,  it  might  be  no 
lefs  foVttuk  than   decent^  to  omit  a  few  of 
their  Rhetorical  Flourifies. 

As  to  my  Under flanding^    I  find    thofe 

Gentlemen  who  have  done  me  the  Honour 

to  make  me  the  Subjed  of  their  Satyrs,  do 

not  intirely  agree;  nay,  that  the  very /if;2^ 

Writer  is  not  always  confident  with  himfelf 

upon    this  Head :  Sometimes  I  am  repre- 

fented,  as  Mr.  ^m/Z'^hasjuftly  obferved,  * 

to  be  J  dangerous  Orator^  to  be  Om  againji 

whofe  ferfuaftve,  though  delufm  Arts  People 


*  Page  17. 
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cannot  be  too  much  upon  their  Guard:,  to  be 
A  Perjonj  who    knows   how    to  ?nove   the 
^afJioriSy  and  by  an  uncommon  EkquencCy  to 
fleal  into    the  Hearts^  and  ingtojs  the  Af- 
fetitom  of  my  Readers.     At  other  Times  the 
Publick  is  told  I  am  a  fiupd  Author y  who 
fcribble  on  without  Meaning  or  Dejign ;  who 
is  qualified  for  nothing  but  clean  Straw  and 
a  dark  Room ;  whole  very  Writings  are  a 
fufficient  Demonjlration  that  I  had  no  manner 
of  Injury  done   me^  when  I  was  reprefented 
to  the  fVorld  as a^erfonvn?id  ^;;idiftrafted  ^  cleomenes's 
that  my  Writings  are  even  fiifficient  to  fa-  ux^T^u, 
tisfy  a   Jury  on  this  Point,  who  foouU  be^''^^^'''"'''^' 
legally  Imfannelled  on  a  Commiffion  of  Enquiry, 
I  am  fometimes  faid  to  be  a  dangerous  Per- 
fon^  and  a  vile  Incendiary:,  at  other  times 
I  am  declared  to  be  an  ^pe,  a  Coxcomb,  a 
Buffoon,  a  very  weak  Creature,  an  infigni- 
ficant  Reptile,  and  a  moji  defpicable  fooL 

I  am  in  very  little  Pain  about  any  Cen- 
fure  the  World  fhall  pleafe  to  pals  upon 
my  Underfanding  or  Abilities  \  but  I  con- 
fefs  I  would  willingly  be  thought  an  honefl 
Man,  and  have  all  my  Feilow-Subjeds  do 
me  the  Jullice  to  believe,  that  I  do  moft 
E  3  filacer  el  y 
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fincerely  and  heartily  wifti  to  fee  Old 
England^  my  native  Country,  in  an  happy 
and  a  flourifhing  Condition.  Since,  there- 
fore, I  am  attacked  with  fo  much  Virulence; 
fince  I  am  rcprefented  as  one  of  the  worfi 
of  Men^  and  as  an  Enemy  to  my  Country^ 
I  conceive  there  is  no  Law  either  Human  or 
Divine^  by  virtue  of  which  I  can  be  rea- 
fonably  reftrained  from  faying  fomethingin 
my  own  Defence.  I  fliall  return  no  Part 
of  the  ill  Language  I  have  received,  yet 
if  while  I  am  defending  myfelf,  I  fhould 
happen  to  utter  fpme  I'riiths  which  thofe 
Gentlemen,  who  have  thus  fallen  upon  me, 
do  not  much  care  to  hear;  I  hope  that  even 
m  the  midft  of  their  Refentments,  they 
will  pleafe  to  remembcj.  They  began  the 
Attack.  As  to  my  Readers,  I  am  far  from 
defiring  any  of  them  to  become  Parties,  or 
blindly  to  engage  in  my  particular  Qiiarrel : 
If  any  of  them  have  done  me  the  Honour 
to  conceive  a  favourable  Opinion  of  me, 
whenever  it  fliall  appear  that  my  Compla/nts 
wcYc  groandkjjy  or  that  I  have  prefumed 
to  a^rt  what  I  cannot  frove^  I  do  moll 
readily  grant,  that  they  ought  immediately 
to  give   me  up :  But  then,   till   this  does 

appear, 
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appear,  I  humbly  hope  they  will  continue 
to  put  a  charitable  and  candid  Interpreta- 
tion, both  upon  my  Words  and  Anions. 
I  beg  leave  to  repeat  once  again,  that 
while  I  am  openly  and  virulently  abufed, 
for  no  other  Reafon^  which  appears  as  yet^ 
but  my  having  Petitioned  my  Kingj  which 
every  Englijhman  has  a  Right  to  do,  I 
think  I  may  reafonably  hope,  that  every 
honeji  Man  in  England  muft  be  convinced, 
I  4m  abufed  unjuftly ;  and  that  if  once  it 
fliall  come  to  be  an  eftabliftied  Dofirine, 
That  It  is  Criminal  even  to  Petition  our 
King  againjl  one  of  his  Servants^  from  that 
Moment  our  Liberties  are  at  an  End. 
Machiavely  in  his  Difcourfes  upon  the  firft 
Decade  of  Livy^  has  imploy'd  one  whole 
Chapter  to  fhew,  that  //  is  ahfolutely  ne~ 
cejjary  for  the  Confervation  of  any  State ^ 
that  any  Man  who  is  a  SiihjeB  of  that  State^ 
may  be  Jkurely  acctijid.  Since  I  delivered 
my  Petition,  I  am  very  fenfible  in  how 
tickUfh  a  Situation  I  have  been,  and  yet  I 
humbly  truft,  that  I  have  done  nothing 
on  one  Side,  which  can  look  like  a  mean 
and  cowardly  deferting  my  Charge,, 
nor  any  thing  on  the  other  Side,  which 
E  4  can 
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can  be  interpreted  into  a  bold  Intrufion 
upon  my  Prince,  or"  faucily  prcfuniing 
to  prefcribe  a  Time  to  my  legal  and 
dread  Sovereign.  I  will  therefore  hope, 
that  my  Caufe,  as  it  ftands  at  prefent,  is 
fuch,  as  every  Man  of  Honour  and  Senfe 
may  venture  to  defend  without  a  Blufh. 

The  Affertion,  that  I  appeal  to  the  Pub- 
lick  on  the  fame  Heads  1  have  petitioned 
his  Majefty,  is  falfe  in  Fact.  I  defy  my 
greateft  Enemies  to  prove,  that  I  have  as 
yet  communicated  the  Contents  of  that 
Memorial  I  delivered  to  his  Majefty  to  any 
other  Perfon,  and  much  lefs  to  the  Publick. 
T'hatj  therefore  ftill  lies  before  a  proper 
Judge  ;  but  fince  I  have  been  puhlickly 
abufed,  for  having  delivered  my  Memorial, 
I  muji  and  do  appeal  to  the  Publick, 
whether  or  no  I  do  really  deferve  all  that 
ill  Language^  and  thofe  fevere  Inveff'wes^ 
which  upon  this  Occafion  have  been  fo 
plentifully  beftowed  upon  me, 

I  am  determined  to  anfwer  the  great 
Cleomenes  under  the  Character  he  himfelf  has 
aflTumed ;  I  fhall  talk  to  him  upon  Spartan 

Prhi" 
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Principles^  and  as  one  educated  under  the 
Difctpl'mc  of  Lycurgus.  If  my  addrefling 
myfelf  to  him  in  this  Manner,  ftiould,  in 
the  Opinion  of  his  Friends,  carry  an  Air 
of  Raillery,  they  will,  I  hope,  pleafe  to 
confider  that  their  Hero  Ihould  not  have 
taken  a  ^art  upon  him  he  is  unable  to 
fupport.  I  muft  confefs,  it  is  with  the 
utmoft  Indignation,  that  I  have  often  ob- 
ferved  fomc  of  the  greateji  Names  of  An- 
tiquity aflumed  by  Men,  who  plainly  diC- 
cover  in  their  Writings,  that  they  are  very 
far  from  being  acquainted  with  the  Manners 
and  CuJiomSy  the  Policy  or  Government  of 
the  Greeks  and  Romans.  Before  the  Statef- 
men  of  this  ^ge,  take  the  Liberty  of  decking 
themfclves  with  fuch  Plumes,  I  fhould 
humbly  advife  them  to  obferve  the  Rules 
which  Horace  has  given  upon  another  Oc- 
cafion  ; 


■Fos  exemplaria  Grceca 


NoBtirna  verfate  manu  verfate  diurnL 

And  again, 

Verfate  dla  quid  f err e  recufent 

^md  Valeant  humeri 


A 
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A  Modern  Statefman^  who  prefents  him- 
felf  to  the  Publick  under  the  Name  of  an 
antient  Hero  or  Philofopher^  may  properly 
be  faid  to  cloath  himfelf  with  the  Skin  of  a 
dead  Lyon  ;  but  then  his  Honour  ought 
to  remember,  before  he  appears  thus  ac- 
coutred, that  this  Stratagem  was  not  for^ 
merly  very  fuccefsful  to  a  certain  Politician 
who  made  ufe  of  it. 

It  was  thought  among  the  Antients,  no 
lefs  than  Sacrilege  Xo  rob  or  violate  the 
Sepulchres  of  the  Dead.  I  am  afraid  that 
the  Principles  on  which  we  aft  in  this 
Country  and  this  ylge^  are  almoft  direftly 
contrary  to  thoji  which  influenced  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  \  methinks,  therefore, 
we  ought  not  to  make  fo  very  familiar 
with  thofe  illuftrious  Shades  ;  and  that 
while  we  are  Strangers  to  their  Virtues^  it 
is  a  Sort  of  Sacrilege  to  affume  their  Names. 
The  reigning  Pajfion  among  the  great  Men 
in  Greece  and  Italy^  was  The  Love  ofLiber^ 
ty  and  their  Country.  In  thofe  Times,  no 
Man  was  efteemed  or  thought  Honourable^ 
but  in  proportion  to  his  having  given  more 

or 
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or  lefs  Proofs  of  his  being  aduated  by  this 
glorious  Pajfion.  Momy  neither  pur  chafed 
Reputation  or  RefpeB.  The  Man  himfelf, 
and  not  his  Fortune^  was  always  confider'd. 
Epaminondas^  ArtJVtdes^  Phocion^  Phllopa-^ 
nien^  Poplicohj  ^utnci'ms  Chcinnatus^ 
Menenius  Jgrippa^  C.  Fabriciusy  Emilius 
Papusy  and  Curiu^^  Men,  whofe  Names 
make  fo  great  a  Figure  in  Hiftory,  who 
difcharged  the  moft  important  Pofts  in  their 
refpedive  Countries,  who  were  fo  often 
DidatorSjGonfuls,  and  Generals  ;  Every  one 
of  thefe  real  Patriots,  hardly  faved  enough 
out  of  all  their  Triumphs  and  great  Trufts, 
to  pay  for  their  own  Funerals ;  They  were 
moft  of  them  buried,  and  their  Children 
bred  up  and  married  at  the  Charge  of  the 
Publick.  It  is  literally  true,  that  the 
Sorter  of  a  certain  Statefman  now  living,  is 
worth  more  Money  than  all  thefe  great 
Men  put  together,  left  behind  them.  * 

Lycur" 


*  In  the  latter  Times  of  the  Commonwealth,  when 
Kome  became  Miftrefs  of  fo  large  a  Part  of  the  known 
World,  her  great  Men  began  to  take  more  care  of  their 
private  Fortunes  j  yet  even  in  thofe  Times,  they  were 
extreamly  moderate :  Faulvs  E7?iiUusy  who  conquer'd  all 
Macedon^   overthrew  the  Houfe  of  Alexander^    led 

Terfeus 
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Lycurgusy  by  a  moft  mafterly  Stroke  of 
Policy^  found  a  Way  to  exterminate  the 
very  Dejtre  of  Riches  among  the  Spartans  : 
They  not  only  thought  it  the  moft  fcanda- 
lous  of  Crimes,  to  amafs  a  large  Eftate  in 
the  jidminijiration  of  Publick  Affairs ;  but 
looked  upon  it  as  a  Piece  of  Covetoufnefs, 
hardly  pardonable,  for  one  Man  to  poffefs 
more  Wealth  than  his  Neighbours,  tho'  it 
was  left  himby  hisAnceftors,  and  had  been 

Ferfeus  in  Triumph,  and  brought  fo  vaft  a  Quantity  of 
Money  into  the  Tublick  Treafuryj  that  the  'Romans  (ac- 
cording to  Flutarch)  never  paid  any  Taxes  till  the  firft 
Year  of  the  War  between  Anthony  and  C^far  ^  (that  is 
during  the  Space  of  One  hundred  and  Twenty-five 
Years)  I  fay,  Faulus  Emilius  left  no  greater  Eftate  among 
his  Children  than  Three  hundred  and  Seventy  thoufand 
Drachmas,  amounting  in  Englifh  Money  to  Eleven 
thoufand  Nine  hundred  Forty-feven  Pounds  Eighteen 
Shillings  and  Four  pence.  He  permitted  his  own  Sons^ 
who  had  behaved  with  the  utmofb  Gallantry  in  this  Expe- 
dition, and  v/ere  great  Lovers  of  Learning,  to  take  no 
other  Part  of  all  the  Spoil,  but  the  Library  of  King 
Ferfeus.  He  only  prefented  Tuhero  his  Son-i7t-Law^  in 
Recompence  of  his  extraordinary  Valour,  with  a  Bowl, 
which  weighed  Five  Pounds^  and  Hiftory  tells  us,  that 
this  was  the  very  firft  Piece  of  Plate  that  was  ever  feen 
in  the  Elian  Family. 

Scipio  Afrkanus  had  a  pretty  good  Faternal  Eftate ; 
which  he  did  not,  indeed.  Impair  in  the  Service  of  his 
Country ;  but  he  very  truly  told  the  People  in  one  of 
his  Speeches,  That  he  had  got  nothing  hut  a  Sirname  by 
driving  Hannibal  out  of  Italy,  and  adding  Africa  to  the 
Roman  Evjpire. 

honeftly 
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honeftly  acquired  :  Several  of  their  Kings 
and  moft  eminent  Citizens  freely  brought 
their  whole  Subftance  into  the  Publicfc 
Stock,  or  diftributed  their  private  Eftates 
among  their  Countrymen.  It  muft  be 
confeffed,  that  Aftions  of  this  Kind,  were 
not  fo  common  in  other  Parts  of  Greece^ 
as  in  the  City  of  Sparta  f'  but  when  the 
Caufe  of  their  Country  demanded  their 
Affiftance,  or  when  they  were  in  Hopes 
to  reftore  Liberty  to  any  other  City,  op- 
preffed  either  by  a  foreign  or  domeftick 
Tyrant,  there  was  fcarce  a  Man  who 
made  any  Figure  in  Greece^  who  was  not 
ready  to  embark  and  venture,  his  whole 
Fortune  J  upon  fuch  an  Occafion. 

I  am 


*  Athens  was  the  Rival  of  Sparta^  and  was  almoft  con- 
ftantly  contending  with  her  which  iliould  be  the  Miftrefs 
of  Greece.  It  is  however  certain,  that  the  Athenians 
themfelves  often  made  a  fort  of  tacit  Confejjion-,  that  their 
Vertue  was  not  equal  to  that  of  the  Juacedeynonians.  Even 
Cimon^  in  his  Orations  to  his  Countrymen,  when  he 
found  himfelf  obliged  to  reprimand  them  for  fome 
Piece  of  ill  Condudt,  would  often  tell  them,  ''  The 
'^  Lacedemonians  loould  not  do  thus''' 

§  Many  Inftances  might  be  given  of  this  j  but  I  fhall 
only  mention  Aratus  of  Sicyoii-i  who,  foon  after  he  had, 
with  great  Hazard  and  Refolution,  freed  his  own  City 
from  the  Tyranny  of  Nicocks^  was  informed  that  Ajiti- 

g07lUS 
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I  am  afraid  this  Sort  of  ^uhlich  Spirit  is 
fo  far  loft  in  the  prefent  Age,  that  fome  of 
our  ^xt2itc&feemlng  Patriots  *  would  hardly 
be  perfuaded  to  leflen  their  own  private 
Fortunes,  though  they  were  afTured  of  at- 
taining thofe  Ends  which  they  openly  pro- 
fefs  to  aim  at  ^  and  that  we  have  many  a 
Man  of  Fortune  among  us,  who,  while  he 
is  haranguing  in  Clubs,  and  other  Publick 


gonus  had,  by  Treachery,  flung  a  Garrifon  into  that 
famous  Citadel  feated  on  the  Ifihmus^'  which  united  the 
Continent  of  Greece  to  VeIopon?iefus^  and  commanded  the 
City  oiCotmth.  He  rcfolved  immediately  at  allHazardsj 
to  reftore  their  luiherty  to  the  Corinthians :  To  raife 
Money  for  this  Purpofe,  unknown  to  any  Man,  he 
pawn'd  his  own  Plate,  and  even  his  Wife's  Jewels ;  and 
did  all  this  to  carry  on  an  Enterprise  in  which  he  had  no 
manner  of  perfonal  Interefi^  and  w^as  fure  to  run  the 
greateft  Danger.  Such  was  the  Generofity  of  the  antient 
Grecians. 

*  The  Patriots  of  antient  Greece  and  Rome^  were 
never  wanting  in  A6ls  of  Generofity  and  Benevolence 
tov/ards  Mankind.  Cato^  when  an  Eftate  fell  to  him  by 
the  Death  of  a  Relation,  worth  no  lefs  than  an  Hundred 
Talents,  turn'd  it  all  into  ready  Money,  and  kept  this 
Sum  by  him  on  purpofe  to  accommodate  Men  of 
Merit  who  were  his  Friends  j  to  whom  he  made  no 
manner  of  Scruple  of  lending  it  without  Intereft ;  and 
even  to  ferve  fome  of  them,  fufFer'd  his  own  Land, 
and  Slaves,  to  be  mortgaged  to  the  Publick  Treafury. 
Cimon  of  Athens  (whom  we  fhall  mention  hereafter) 
went  ftill  farther  j  and  innumerable  Initances  might  be 
produced  of  the  fame  Kind. 

Affem- 
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Affemblies,  againft  the  flagrant  Corruption 
and  barefaced  Partialities  of  the  prefent 
Times,  would  hardly  be  content  to  keep 
an  Horfe^  a  Wench^  or  a  Footman^  lefs  than 
he  now  does,  upon  Condition  to  have 
every  Grievance  redrefs'd  which  he  daily 
complains  of  with  fo  much  Reaibn  and 
Eloquence  :  We  feem  to  be  fomewhat  in 
the  fame  Condition  in  which  the  Romans 
are  reprcfented,  when  they  were  lofing  all 
that  "Tower  and  Reputation^  which  the  Vir- 
tues of  their  Anccftors  had  acquired.  Ilia 
tempore  duo  Maxima  Mala  RelpiMk^  incu^ 
hierunt  Luxuries  &  Avaritia.  At  that 
^ime  (fays  the  Hiftorian)  the  Common^ 
wealth  labour  d  under  the  two  great  eft  Plagues 
it  could  be  infejied  with^  Luxury  and 
Avarice.  The  Obfervation  is  fine:  Jva-- 
rice  is  always  an  hifatiable  T'hirfp  after 
Money  ^  but  then  there  are  two  Sorts  of 
Avarice  :  The  frjl  hoards  up  whatever  it 
can  feize  upon ;  The  latter  makes  it  flow 
through  all  the  Canals  which  Luxury  pre- 
fents :  This  Sort  of  Avarice  is  therefore 
very  confiftent,  even  with  the  bighefl: 
Luxury.  Either  of  thefe  Kinds  of  Ava-^ 
tice^  is  infinitely  prejudicial  to  the  Publick: 
^  To 
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To  determine  which  is  moji  fo,  might,  per- 
haps, be  pretty  difficult. 

I  am  far  from  undertaking  fo  romantick 
a  Task,  as  to  perfuade  my  Country-Men 
to  have  the  fame  Opinion  of  Money  with 
the  ancient  Spartans  ;  yet  I  muft  confcfs, 
that  I  would,  if  poflTible,  convince  them, 
that  the  following  Maxim  is  as  true  and  as 
demonftrable,  as  that  fuo  and  T'wo  make 
Four^  viz.  T^hat  there  neither  is^  nor  ever 
wasfuch  a  thing  in  Nature^  as  for  the  fame 
Man  to  he  Honeji  and  j4varitious.  What- 
ever therefore  may  be  a  Man's  PretenJionSj 
In  whatever  Shape  he  may  appear,  with 
whatever  Solemnity  in  his  Looks ^  or  For-- 
mality  in  his  Habit^  I  would  humbly  ad- 
vife  them  carefully  to  examine  whether 
the  ^lagtie-Spot  of  Avarice  be,  or  be  not, 
to  be  difcovered  upon  him.  If  it  be, 
they  may  reft  fully  alTured,  that  there  is 
no  JVork  fo  dirty ^  no  Joh  fo  fjameful^  but 
fuch  a  Man  is  always  ready  to  undertake, 
provided  only  he  may  be  paid  for  his 
Pains,  and  tolerably  affured  he  ftiall  not 
be  difcovered.  Whenever  the  Heart  of 
a  Man   is   poffeffed    v^ith   this   infatiable 

Thirft 
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Thirft  afccr  Money,  he  will  certainly  turn 
a  deaf  Ear  to  the  loudeft  Calls  of  Honour^ 
Conjcknce  or  ConijaJJion^  if  ever  they  offer 
to  thwart  what  he  imagines  to  be  for  his 
Intereft. 

I  beg  leave,  once  again,  to  repeat,  that 
I  am  very  far  from  even  recommending  to 
my  Country-Men,  that  high  Contempt  for 
Wealth  which  the  antient  Spartans  Ihewed* 
We  are  a  Maritime  ^Power^  and  a  J'rading 
Nation  ;  if  we  will  but  make  ufe  of  thofc 
Advantages  which  Providence  has  given 
us  over  our  Neighbours,  it  is  demonftra- 
ble,  that  we  muft  become  Matters  of  a 
confidcrable  Part  of  the  Wealth  of  the 
World  :  1  could  heartily  wifh  we  were  in 
Polfeffion  of  a  much  larger  Share  of  it 
than  we  are  at  prcfent ;  and  yet  at  the 
fame  time,  methinks,  I  would  have  an 
EngUfloman  fcorn  to  do  any  thing  exceffive- 
ly  Wicked  and  Bafe,  even  tho'  he  might 
get  an  Eftate  by  it ;  I  would  likewife  have 
him,  whenever  he  became  Matter  of  a 
Plentiful  Fortune,  make  fuch  an  Ufe  of  it, 
as  might  convince  the  World  he  was  not 
altogether  unworthy  of  the  Blefling. 

F  But 


66       ^he  Introduction* 

But  though  1  do  not  think  that  the 
Spartan  Contempt  of  Wealth  is  either 
fuitable  to  the  Genius  of  the  prefent  Age, 
or  entirely  agreeable  to  the  Situation  and 
Conftitution  of  Great  Britain^  There  is  ^'U- 
other  Part  of  the  Spartan  Policy  which  no 
Government,  no  Nation  upon  Earth,  that 
would  be  either  Great  or  Happy ^  can  too 
elofely  imitate :  I  will  even  venture  to  add, 
that  every  Government  muft  be  either 
Powerful  or  Contemptible^  Fixed  or  Fludu- 
ating,  Scandalous  or  Honourable^  in  pro- 
portion as  it  either  approaches  nearer,  or  is 
more  diftant  from  this  Part  of  the  Spartan 
Conftitution:  What  I  mean,  is  the  infinite 
Care  which  the  Spartans  took  of  the  Edu* 
cation  of  their  Toiith^  of  diligently  ob- 
ferving  which  way  their  Genius  and  Talents 
lay,  and  afterwards  of  putting  them  into 
fuch  Pofts,  Civil  or  Military^  without  any 
manner  ofRefpe^  to  their  Birth  or  Quality ^ 
as  might  make  thofe  Talents,  which  Pro- 
vidence had  given  them,  moft  ferviceable 
to  the  Commonwealth. 


Tht 
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The  Spartan  Education  was  defcrvedly 
famous  throughout  all  Greece^  and  even  in 
other  Countries  ;  *  The  Manner  of  it  was 
thus  :  In  Sparta  no  Boy  was  educated  after 
the  particular  Fancy  of  his  own  Parents, 
nor  was  their  Partiality  fuffcr'd  to  determine 
what  their  Son  was  Jit  for  :  Every  Male 
Child   in    Sparta  was  looked   upon    as   a 

Trea-- 


*  Tyrrhusy  at  the  Requeft  of  Ckonymus  King  of 
Sparta^  a  weak  Prince  whom  the  Lacedemonians  had 
depofed;,  for  endeavouring  to  make  himfelf  Abfolute^ 
marched  againft  Sparta.  He  promifed  Ckonymus  that  he 
would  rellore  him  to  his  Throne,  but  in  reality  re- 
fplved  to  conquer  all  Telopofmefus  for  himfelt  ^  and  fell. 
into  that  Country  at  the  Head  of  a  powerful  Army : 
The  Lacedemonian  AmbalTadors,  who  were  fent  to  know 
what  he  meant  by  this  Proceeding,  found  him  at 
Megalopolis ;  Pyrrhus  alTured  them  that  he  only  appeared 
in  Greece^  followed  by  his  Army,  as  a  Champion  in  the 
Caufe  of  Liberty  ^  that  he  was  determined  to  reflore  all 
thofe  Cities  to  their  Freedom  Vvhich  A?itigow^s  had  en^ 
flaved  ,•  but  that  he  was  fo  far  from  deiigning  any  Injury 
to  the  Lacedemonians^  that  if  he  might  be  permitted, 
he  refolved  to  fend  his  own  Sons  to  Sparta^  being  very 
fenlible  that  //  they  might  receive  their  Education  in  that 
Tlluftriotts  School^  and  he  brought  up  in  the  Manners  and 
Difcipline  of  the  Lacedemonians,  they  njjould  have  an 
infinite  Advantage  over  all  other  Kings-,  be  a  real 
Blejjing  to  their  SubjeSis^  and  confequently  become  the 
rnojl  reno'-xned  Tri?tces  in  all  the  World.  The  Spartans 
knowing  themfelves  to  be  juflly  Famous  in  all  Countries 
for  the  Education  of  their  Touth^  could  not  but  believQ 
hiipj  nor  would  be  perfuaded  tha;  Tyrrhus  wa^  their 

F  3,  Enemj^j 
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Trcafure  which  the  Publick  had  an   un- 
doubted Right  to  ;  That  no  grea  Genius 
might   be   loft,  either  for  want  of  being 
obferved,  or  properly  affified,  all  Boys  were 
educated  alike.     Some    of  the  wifeft  and 
oldeft  Men  in  the  City  made  it   their  par- 
ticular Bufinefs  almoft   daily  to  vifit  the 
Publick    Schools,    and    to    obferve    what 
Progrefs  every  Youth  made  in  his  Learning 
and  his  Exerctfes.     The  Boys  were  fome- 
Umes  drawn  out  Naked  before  them,  that 
they  might  the  better  judge  of  the  Propor- 
tion of  their  Limbs,  and  Strength  of  their 
Bodies:   They  often   raifed   Difputes  and 
Quarrels  purpofely   among   them,  and  fet 
them    together   by   the  Ears,    that  they 


Encmy^  till  he  had  adually  entered  l^acoma^  and  began 
to  phmder  and  in  aft  e  all  the  Country  :  By  this  Piece  of 
fcandahus  Diffimulation,  which  llili  retpaiiis  the  moft 
notorious  Blemifh  in  the  whole  Charader  of  this 
ereat  General,  and  for  which  all  his  own  t^'it  could  not 
afterwards  find  a  flai^fible  Excufe,  he  found  the  v.ity 
of  Sparta  in  fo  defencelefs  a  Condition,  that  aU  Greece 
looked  upon  it  as  loft.  r   i     i   t» 

The  hacedemonian  Education  was  m  fo  high  Repute 
even  at  Athens,  that  -phodon  himfclf,  and  feveral  other 
Athenians,  fent  their  Sons  to  Sparta  to  reform  their 
Manners',  and  Slmomdes  gives  the  City  of  Sparta  the 
remarkable  Epithet  of  Ci^i^my^Q^JlOr,  The  Tamer   of 

might 
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might  fee  in  what  manner,  whether  with 
his  T^ongne  or  his  F//?,  by  Stratagem  or  by 
Force ^  every  Boy  would  defend  his  Pro- 
perty, or  maintain  his  Pretenfions.  From 
his  particular  Manner  of  Behaviour,  they 
formed  a  Judgment  in  what  fort  of  Port  he 
might  be  moft  ferviceable  to  the  Pubh'ck, 
and  when  he  came  to  be  a  Man,  he  was 
difpofcd  of  accordingly.  My  Readers 
muft  colled  from  this  Account,  that  at 
Sparta^  Real  Merit ^  and  the  proper  ^ualifi^ 
cations  to  difchargc  a  Poft,  were  the  only 
e^^/W  Means  to  obtain  one;  and  it  is  very 
certain,  that  among  this  wife  and  virtuous 
People,  nothing  would  have  appeared  ib 
monffrouj  or  fo  heinous  a  Crime  againfl:  the 
Commonwealth,  as  for  any  Man  to  have 
attempted  to  buy  or  to  have  expofed  to  Sale 
a  'foj}  in  the  Government. 

It  would  have  been  thought  no  lefs 
Scandalous^  if  any  Spartan^  who  was  really 
qualified  for  a  Poft  himfelf^  fhould  have 
made  ufe  of  that  Intereft  which  his  Station 
gave  him,  to  introduce  all  his  o^c^jn  Relations^ 
however  Toortklefs^  into  Places  of  -Pozver  or 
Pro^t ;  fmcc  fuch  a  Proceeding  would 
F  3  have 
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have  rendered  them  not  only  a  conjlant 
Charge^  but  a  conjlant  Dlfgrace  to  the 
Commonwealth.  * 

It  was  this  moft  excellent  Difcipline,  and 
a  ftrid  Obfervation  of  the  Rule  above- 
mentioned  ,  which  made  the  Spartan 
Government    laft    almoft    Eight    hundred 


■  ^  Every  private  Spartan  feemed  to  be  fo  thoroughly 
fenfible,  hosfjnecejfary  it  was  for  the  Goo  J  of  his  Country^ 
that  all  Places  fliould  be  given  to  thofe  Men  who  had 
the  moft  Merit,  that  one  Fedaretus  having  loft  a  Foft 
of  HonouTy  for  whicti  he  was  a  Candidate,  and  into 
which  three  Hundred  other  Spartans  were  chofe,  re- 
turn'd  to  his  Houie  tranfported  with  Joy ;  and  being 
ask'd  by  fome  of  his  Neighbours  what  was  the  Occa- 
iion  of  fo  much  unufual  Gayety,  I  avi  infinitely  pie afed 
(fays  he)  to  find  that  there  are  in  Sparta  at  leaft  three 
Jrlundrcd  better  Men  than  myfelf.  The  Spartans  Notion 
in  this  Particular,  was  the  fame  with  that  of  Fittacus^ 
one  of  the  Seven  Wife  Men  of  Greece^  who,  at  the 
celebrated  Entertainment  made  by  Feriander^  where  all 
thofe  Sages  were  prefent;;  being  ask'd  What  Form  of 
Government  he  cojiceived  to  be  the  beft  and  moft  perfeB  ? 
replied,  That  Governmejit  in  -ivhich  all  Pofis  of  Honour 
tr  Profit  are  given  to  Men  of  the  viofi  Merits  and  fuch 
as  are  befl  qualified  to  difcharge  them.  This  Anfwer  of 
the  Sage's  was  highly  applauded  at  that  time  by  the  illu- 
ftrious  Company,  and  thought  truly  worthy  to  be 
rranfmitted  to  Pofterity. 


n 


ears 
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7^ears^  from  the  Timje  it  was  firft  founded 
by  Lycurgusy  Five  himdred  Years  of  which 
time  the  Lacedemonians  were  the  Mailers  of 
Greece ;  Nothing  could  withftand  the  Force 
of  their  Arms,  and  the  City  of  Sparta  fell 
at  laft,  only  becaafe  ftie  extended  her 
Conquefts  too  far,  and  grafped  at  a  little 
too  much :  ^  She  fell  like  Rome  ftridly 
{peaking,  Stiis  viribusj  by  her  own  Weight 
and  Strength  ;  it  being  often  true  with  re- 
lation to  a  State,  that  Ipfa  nocet  moles  ;  yet 
when    the    ^ch^ans    and.   Megalojjolitansy 


*■  Cicero  in  one  of  his  Orations,  obCerves,  t}iat  the 
'Lacedemonians  were  the  only  People  in  the  World, 
who  had  kept  their  Difcipline  and  their  L.a'ws  facred  and 
unalterable  for  fo  great  a  Number  of  Years.  Soli  toto 
orbe  terrarum  Septingentos  jam  annos  amplius  unis  fnoribus 
<^  vunquam  mutatis  legibus  vivunt.     Qic, 

§  The  'Lacedemoma?t$  in  this  Refped:,  adted  contrary 
to  the  Policy  of  Lycurgus.  It  is  evident,  that  though 
the  Defign  of  that  Lawgiver  was  to  render  Sparta  in- 
vincible, yet  that  he  never  intended  flie  fhould  make 
Conquefts  upon  the  Continent  of  Greece^  and  much  lefs 
that  ihe  fiiould  fend  her  Vidorious  Armies  into  the  Terfian 
Empire.  Lycurgus  was  fo  much  afraid  of  having  the 
Spartan  Manners  corrupted  by  the  Vices  and  Luxury 
of  their  Neighbours,  that  though  Laconia  was  very  well 
iituated  for  Shipping,  he  expreily  forbad  his  Spartans 
to  have  any  Traae  or  Commerce  with  other  Nations. 
They  obferved  this  Injunction  for  fome  Ages  j  nor  ever 
aimed  at  acquiring  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea^  till  after  the 
Defeat  of  Xerxes. 


F  /^  her 
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her  implacable  Enemies,  had  at  laft  got 
her  down,  fo  much  were  they  apprehenfive, 
that  ftiould  fhe  retain  her  own  Laws  and 
Manners^  ftie  would  foon  recover  her  for- 
mer Strength ;  fo  greatly  did  they  fear 
her  Youth,  who  were  growing  up  and  edu- 
cated under  the  old  Spartan  Difcipline, 
that  they  could  never  think  thimfelves 
fccure,  till  they  had  obliged  her,  by 
downright  Force^  utterly  to  abolifh  the 
Laws  of  Lycurgus^  and  to  educate  her 
Youth  like  other  Grecian  Cities :  This  was 
called,  with  great  Propriety,  Cutting  the 
Sinews  of  the  Spartan  Commonwealth  ^  and 
is  juftly  branded  by  all  Writers,  as  one  of 
the  moft  cruel  and  inhuman  Aftions  we 
find  any  where  recorded  in  Hiftory :  And 
furely  nothing  can  be  a  greater  Proof  of 
the  Excellency  of  Lycurgus's  Inftitutions, 
or  of  the  found  Policy  upon  which  his 
Laws  were  founded,  than  this  Dread  which 
the  neighbouring  States  had  conceived  of 
Sparta  J  while  Ihe  kept  up  to  that  Difcipline 
which  he  had  eftabhfhed  :  A  Difcipline  fo 
highly  admired  by  the  Antients,  that  'J^latOy 
Diogenes^  Zeno^  Plutarch^  and,  in  a  Word, 
almofl:  eyery  Author  who  has  wrote  upon 

Govern- 
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Government,  has  looked  upon  that  Form 
of  it  eftablifhed  by  Lycmgtis^  to  have  been 
the  moft  perfed  and  compleat ;  and  has  ac- 
cordingly taken  it  for  his  own  Model  :  But 
as  I  defjgn  in  thefe  Sheets  to  give  my  Readers 
fome  Idea  of  the  Spartm  Gonftitution,  it 
would  not  be  fair,  if  I  ftiould  conceal 
from  them  the  ftrongeft  Objedions  that 
have  been  made  to  feveral  Parts  of  it. 

Two  Things  have  been  more  efpecially 
cenfured  in  the  Inftitutions  of  Lycurgusj 
and  I  ftiall  fay  fomething  to  each  of  them. 
Several  learned  Divines  have  fallen  upon 
him  with  great  Severity,  for  having  ftridly 
commanded,  by  one  of  his  Laws,  That  all 
Children  who  were  born  with  any  vifible 
Defeci  ox  Deformity  in  their  Limbs,  fhould 
be  immediately  flung  out  into  the  Fields, 
or  put  to  Death. 

Lycurgus  was  of  Opinion,  that  fuch 
Children  would  never  be  fit  for  Soldiers, 
and  that  the  Wcahiejs  and  Defonnity  of 
their  Bodies  would  foon  extend  to  their 
Mi}?dsy  and  create  in  them  fo  much  Envy 
and  IIIHIU  towards  the  reft  of  their  Fellow- 
Citizens,  as  would  make  them  ready  to  com- 
mit 
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mit  the  moft  bafe^LnA  villainous  Adions.  He 
was  likewife  apprehenfive,  that  deformed 
ferfons  might  propagate  a  Race  like  them^ 
felves\  and  that  the  very  Sight  of  fuch 
Perlbns,  muft  be  highly  Prejudicial  to 
pregnant  Women,  and  frequently  occafion 
monfirous  Births.  For  thefe  Reafons  Ly^ 
curgus  ordered  fuch  Infants  to  be  flain, 
whofe  Lives  he  imagined,  if  they  were 
fuffered  to  grow  up,  would  be  burthen- 
fom'e  to  them/elves  and  hurtful  to  the 
Commonwealth.  I  am  not  fure,  that  a  Law 
of  this  kind  was  in  Force  in  any  other 
Part  of  Greece  befides  Sparta-^  and  yet 
Dryden^  who  was  pretty  well  verfed  in 
the  Cuftoms  of  the  Antients,  feems  to  in- 
timate, that  there  was  fomething  like  it  in 
Thebes  \  when  in  his  OEdipus  he  makes 
Eurydice  fay  to  Creon^  even  though  he  was 
Brother  to  the  Qiieen, 

Nature  her  [elf  JJjrunk  hack  when  thou  wert  borUy 

And  cryd^  The  Work's  not  mine 

^be  Midwife /oo(^  aghaft },  and  when  Jhe  faw 
<thy  Mountain-Back,  and  thy  diftorted  Legs, 

'fhy  Face  it  [elf  ^ 

Half  minted  with  the  Royal  Stamp  of  Man, 
And  halfder come  with  Beaft^  flood  douhting  long^ 

mofe 
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IVhofe  Right  in  thee  were  more : 

And  knew  not  if  To  burn  thee  in  the  Flames, 

Were  not  the  holier  Work. 

The  fame  Lady  tells  the  fame  Creon  foon 
after,  that  the  Deformity  of  hts  Perfon  was 
but  a  Type  of  the  Deformity  of  his  Mind*^ 
and  even  that  the  jir^  of  them  was  occa- 
fioned  by  the  latter. 

^hy  crooked  Mind  within^  huncFd  out  thy  Back, 

And  wander  d  in  thy  Limbs  : 

After  thefe  Words,  flic  immediately 
adds, 


^0  thy  own  Kind 


Make  Lo've^  if  thou  canft  find  it  in  the  IVorld-, 
And  feek  not  from  our  Sex  to  raife  an  Off-fpring, 
Which  mingled  with  the  reft  would  tempt  the  Gods 
To  cut  off  Human  Kind, 

Horner^  after  having  defcribed  the  Z)e- 
formity  of  Therftes's  Veifon^  feems  to  make 
a  burning  and  implacable  Envy  towards  every 
thing  that  was  Excellent  or  Praife-worthy^ 
to  be  a  fort  of  natural  Conjequence  of  luch 
his  Deformity. 

Dryden 
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Dijden  defcribes  Creon  above-mentioned, 
(and  I  am  afraid  he  copies  too  truly  after 
Nature  in  this  Particular)  full  ofthcb/acke/f 
Thoughts  \  confcious  that  he  is  a  Vtllain^ 
and  yet  ftill  perfifting  in  his  Wickednefs : 
He  fays  in  one  of  his  Soliloquies, 

'^j  true^  I  am 

What  Jhe  has  told  me^  an  Offence  to  Sight : 
My  Body  o'pens  Inward  to  my  Soul, 
And  lets  In  Day,  to  make  my  Vices  [eeUy 
By  all  difcerning  Eyes. 

In  another  Scene,  the  fame  Creon  vainly 
wiflies,  that  he  could  breath  his  Soul  into 
another  Man's  Body^  till  at  laft  in  a  Fit  of 
Rage  and  Defpair^  he  runs  into  downright 
Bhfphemy  and  Prophanenefs^  and  tells  the 
Gods,  that  fince  they  did  not  think  fit  to 
form  him  after  their  Image^  he  v/ilhes  he 
could  make  thera  after  his  own.  What 
Notion  we  of  this  Ifland  have  of  deformed 
^erforis^  appears  pretty  plainly  by  our 
common  EvgUp  Proverb,  Beware  of  him 
-whom  Gad  hath  marked-^  and  it  is  very  ob- 
fervable,  that  becaufe  Richard  the  Third 
was   a  Monfler  of   Ingratitude  and  Perfi-- 

dioufnefsy 
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dioufnefsy  the  common  People  flmcied  he 
muft  have  had  a  Hump-Back^  and  ac- 
cordingly diftinguiflied  him  by  the  Title 
of  Crook'Baclid  Richard^  though  for  any- 
thing that  appears  in  Hlftory,  his  Majefty 
was  as  ftrait  in  the  Shoulders  as  any  of  his 
Subjefts.  It  muft  however  be  confefs'd, 
that  there  has  been  now  and  then,  an  In- 
ftance  of  a  Great  and  Geneious  SouX^  which 
though  it  has  been  Ihut  up  in  a  wretched 
and  deformed  Garcafs,  has  retained  a  Bene-- 
vvknce  towards  the  hmnan  Species.  j¥.fop 
is  a  remarkable  Example  of  what  I  am 
faying :  The  whoU  Life  of  that  moft  ex- 
cellent Pcrfon,  notwithftanding  his  mean 
Birth  and  frightful  Figure^  was  employed 
for  the  Benefit  and  Service  of  Mankind. 
We  are  told,  that  he  repaid  the  Cruelties 
of  his  Mafter  Xanthus  with  the  moft  y^//Vi?- 
fid  and  beneficial  Services ;  That  he  pre- 
ferved  his  Native  Country  Samos^  when 
Croefis  had  determined  to  deftroy  it ;  and 
laftly,  that  he  was  fo  far  from  thirfting 
after  a  mean  Revenge  for  the^  Injuries  he 
received,  that  when  Eunus  his  adopted 
Son,  had,  with  the  blackeft  Ingratitude, 
made   an  Attempt  upon  his  Life,   yiJfop 

not 
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not  only  forgave  the  intended  Parricide, 
but,preferved  the  Perfbn  who  would  have 
murdered  him,  from  the  Punifhment  he 
mufl:  otherwife  have  fuffeied,  and  took 
him  again  into  his  Favour.  I  ought  not 
however,  perhaps,  to  omit  mentioning, 
that  Dr.  Bently  has  endeavoured  to  prove, 
Xh2it^fop*s  Deformity  is  a  meer  Ft^'ton^ 
and  that  this  divine  Writer  was  really  a 
comely  and  a  clean-Umh'd  Man  :  Whatever 
jEfop  was  in  his  Perjon^  Lycurgus*s  Notion 
of  dejorm'd  People  is  generally  true^  and  is 
moll  certainly  founded  upon  Nature.  The 
beft-humour'd  Man  alive  can  hardly  ima- 
gine, how  fevere  a  T'rial  it  would  be  of 
his  good  Nature^  if  his  Soul  was  cafed  in 
a  Body  J  whofc  Deformhy  attrafted  all  Eyes, 
diftinguiflied  him  from  the  Re/l  of  his 
Species,  and  debarred  him  from  fome  of 
the  moft  elegant  Pleajures^  and  greatefi 
SatisfaBions  in  human  Life. 

Another  thing  which  feveral  great  and 
good  Men  have  found  fault  with  in  the  In- 
ftitutions  oiLycurguSy  is.  His  Indulgence  to 
both  Sexes,  in  Cafes  of  Love^  and  the 
Liberties  he  allowed  the  Spartan  Ladies  i 

Jrljlotk 
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jirijiotk  in  his  PoHuckSy  when  he  is  ex- 
amining the  Spartan  Conftitution,  leems  to 
condemn  their  Law-giver  upon  this  Head. 

Lycurgusy  who  had  nothing  fo  much  in 
View,  as  to  have  the  Commonwealth  of 
Sparta  compofed  of  Men  of  healthy  Bodies 
zxA  found  Intelkfis^  look'd  upon  it  as  a  fort 
of  Crime  againft  the  State^  to  prevent  two 
accomplifh'd  Perfons  of  different  Sexes,  who 
happened  to  like  one  another,  from  coming 
together  ^  becaufe  he  imagined  the  Com- 
merce between  them  would  probably  pro- 
duce fuch  a  Child,  as  might  one  Day  be 
an  Honour  and  a  Credit  to  the  City  of 
Sparta.  Horace  feems  to  be  pretty  much 
of  this  Opinion,  when  he  fays, 

Fortes  Creanttir  fortihus  &  bonis: 
Eft  in  juvencis  efi  in  equis  patrum 
Virtus  :  nee  imbellem  feroces 
^rogenerant  aquilof  columbam. 

Jrijiotk  himfelf,  if  I  am  not  much 
miftaken,  fays  fomewhere,  'Ef  dyz^oiv 
d-yz^Qi  ;  and  acknowledges  in  another  Part 
of  his  Writings,  that  The    beft  Education 

can 
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can  do  nothing  more  than  Polifli  and  Im- 
prove what  the  Greeks  called  ivyivtctv  5  that 
is,  ^  good  natural  Dijpojition.  A  Man  of 
Merit  in  Sparta^  if  he  favv  a  married 
Woman,  who  made  a  ftrong  Impreffion 
upon  his  Fancy,  in  plain  Terms,  if  he 
fell  in  Love  with  her,  made  no  Scruple  to 
defire  her  Husband's  Leave  to  beget  a 
Child  upon  her,  and  fuch  a  Favour  was 
feldom  refufed.  However  odd  this  may 
feem  to  fome  of  my  Readers,  I  muft  ac- 
quaint them,  that  the  great  Cato  made  no 
Difficulty  to  grant  this  very  Favour  to  his 
Friend  Hortenjius^  who  happened  to  take 
a  liking  to  his  Wife  Martia^  though  Cato 
himfelf  loved  her  with  great  Tendernefs : 
But  this  Affair  was  carried  ftill  farther 
among  the  Lacedemonians :  If  a  Lady  in 
Sparta  found  flie  had  married  a  difagreeable 
Fellow,  fhe  ufually  fixed  her  Affeftions 
upon  fome  other  Man,  who  was  Mafter 
of  thofe  Accomplifhments  her  Husband 
wanted,  and  took  care  to  let  her  Favourite 
know  the  good  Opinion  fhe  had  of  him. 
The  Commerce  between  them  was  eflcem'd 
no  manner  of  Dilgrace,  either  to  the  Lady 
herfelf,  or  the   Perfon  fhe  had  chofen  to 

be 
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be  her   Gallant.      I   cannot   illuftrate  this 
better,  than  by  the  following  Story. 

Chelidonis^  a  young  Lady  of  great  ^^lallty^ 
Beauty  and  Merit^  was  married  to  Cleony^ 
mus  King  of  Sparta^  a  weak  and  a  difagree^ 
able  Man :  The  young  Lady  finding  her 
Husband  incapable  of  fuch  a  Paffion,  as 
fhe  could  not  help  thinking  Ihe  was  capable 
of  kindling  in  a  Man  of  Senfe  ;  foon  fixed 
her  AfFeftions  upon  a  Perfon  named  ^cro" 
tatus^  who  was  generally  thought  as  ac-* 
complilhed  a  Man  as  moft  in  Sparta^ 
The  Intreague  between  thefe  Lovers,  who 
thought  themfelves  perfeftly  happy  in  each 
other,  was  no  manner  of  Secret.  In  the 
mean  time  Cleonymus  was  weak  enough  to 
form  a  Defign,  to  fubvcrt  the  Spartan  Con-^ 
ftitution,  and  make  himfelf  an  Abjohte 
Prince :  I  have  already  defcribed  him  to  be 
a  Perfon  not  very  proper  for  fuch  an  Enter- 
prize.  The  Lacedcemonians  foon  difcovered 
what  he  was  aiming  at,  and  immediately 
depofed  and  banifhed  him  :  In  this  Extre-* 
mity  he  fled  to  Pyrrhus  King  of  Macedon^ 
and  implored  his  Afliftancei  for  the  Re- 
covery of  his  Throne.     Pyrrhus^  with  a 

G  fccret 
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fecret  Intent,  to  get  Laconia  for  himfelf, 
marched  to  Sparta^  accompanied  by  the  ba- 
niftied  King,  and  at  the  Head  of  a  powers 
ful  Army.  He  found  means  to  come  un- 
expeftedly  upon  the  Lacedemonians ^  while 
they  imagined  him  their  Friend,  and  were 
not  prepared  to  refill  him.  He  therefore 
thought  himfelf  very  fure  of  taking  Sparta 
by  Aflault,  a  Place  which  had  no  Walls,  * 
and  which  the  neighbouring  Cities  already 
look'd  upon  as  loft  ;  Jcrotatus^  who  com- 
manded a  fmall  Body  of  300  Spartans^ 
fought  now  not^  only  for  his  Country ^  but 
his  Mljirefs^  and  gave  fignal  Proofs  of 
great  Prefence  of  Mlnd^  a  moft  dexte^ 
rous  Condu^y  and  an  undaunted  Courage. 
When  the  Aflault  was  over,  and  the  Ma^ 
cedonians  repulfed,  we  are  exprefly  told, 
That  the  Spartan  Ladies  (  though  not 
without  a  fmall  Spice  of  Envy)  univerfally 
Congratulated  Chelidonts  upon  the  excellent 
Judgment  Ihe  had  fliewn  in  her  Choice  of  a 
Lover  ;  while  the  old  Men  followed  Jcro-- 


*  Lycurgus  would  fuffer  no  Walls  to  be  built  round 
Sparta ;  but  declared;,  That  the  Valour  of  her  Inhabitants 
fnould  make  her  Irnpregiiahle. 

tatus^ 
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tatus  through  the  Streets  of  Sparta^  crying 
out,  Go  on^  Acrotatus,  enjoy  Chelidonis, 
and  get  fine  Boys  for  the  Service  of  thy 
Country. 

Such  were  the  Sentiments  of  the  Lace- 
dcemonians:  Adultery  was  a  Crime  unknown 
among  them,  upon  which  Head  an  antient 
Author  tells  this  Story. 

A  Lacedaemonian^  whofe  Affairs  obliged 
him  to  go  out  of  Greece^  fell  into  fome 
Company  who  were  very  inquifitive  about 
the  Gonftitution  of  Sparta ;  one  of  them 
among  other  Particulars,  dcfired  to  know 
ffloat  was  the  Pun'ifhraent  for  Adulterers ? 
The  Spartan  readily  replied,  They  had  no 
Adulterers  in  Laced^mon ;  but  upon  the 
Querift's  perfifting  to  know  in  what  Man- 
ner he  believed  an  Adulterer  would  be 
punifhed,  that  fliould  happen  to  be  de- 
tected ?  /  believe^  fays  the  Spartan^  our 
Senate  ^  woidd  order  the  Criminal  to  give 

the 


*  The  Lace  da  7710711  an  Senate  confifted  of  Twenty- 
eight  wo/»/e  Sparta»sy  eleded  by  t\ieFeoj>Ie.  The  Ephori 
or  chief  Magifiratcs  in  Sparta^   who  had  a  particulpr 
G  i  Eye 
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the  Perfon  he  had  Injured^  a  Bull  with  a 
Neck.  long  enough  to  [land  upon  the  Conthmit 
vj  Greece,  and  drink  out  of  a  River  in 
Peloponnefus  :  Upon  the  Inqiiifitive  Gen- 
tletnar/s  feeming  to  apprehend,  that  it  was 
abfolutely  impoffible  to  find  fuch  a  Bull ; 
Sir^  fays  the  Sjjartan^  Give  me  leave  te  teU 
you^  that  'tis  full  as  impojjtbk  to  find  an 
uidulterer  in  Lacedsemon. 


I  muft  not,  however,  fufFer  my  Readers 
to  imagine,  there    was  any  fuch   thing   as 


Eye  upon  the  Condud  of  their  Kings,  were  jive  in 
Number,  and  always  chofen  out  of  the  Body  of  the 
Teople.  The  Vovjer  of  thefe  Magiftrates  was  very  Great  j 
but  then  they  were  chofen  Annually.  We  fee  therefore, 
that  in  Sparta  there  was  the  Power  of  their  Kings^  the 
Power  of  their  Nobles  or  Senate^  and  the  Power  of  the 
Teople  or  Ephori.  In  like  manner,  among  the  Ro?fianSy 
there  was  the  Power  of  the  Co7ifuh,  of  the  Senate  and 
of  the  Tribunes  of  the  People :  And  our  own  Conftitu- 
tion  confifLS  of  our  King)  our  Lords^  and  our  Comiimts, 
I  think  I  might  afTert,  without  being  Partial  to  my 
Country,  that  if  a  few  Vaults  were  mended  in  thQ  Britill^ 
Conftitution,  or  rather,  if  a  few  Corruptiojis  and  Abufes 
whicli  have  crept  into  it  v/ere  rooted  out,  it  would  be 
the  bep:  and  bappiefl  Conftitution  of  any  in  Europe.  It 
is  very  remarkable  that  Ariflotle^  in  his  Treatife  of 
Politicks,  wrote  above  T-xo  thoufandYtzxs  fmce,  after 
Slaving  confidered  the  Advantages  and  Inconveniencies 
of  a  Monarchy^  an  Aristocracy ^  and  a  Democracy j  feems 
to  think  tlie  beft  Conftitution  might  be  formed  out  of 
thefe  thi'fe  Sorts  of  Government  wilely  mixed  together. 
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open  Lewdnefs  tolerated  in  Sparta.  There 
was  not  a  City  in  the  World,  where  there 
were  fo  few  Signs  of  it.  By  the  Inftitii- 
tion  of  Lyciirgus^  it  was  reckoned  Scanda^ 
lotis^  and  was  a  Sort  of  Crimea  even  in  a 
married  Couple,  not  to  contrive  their 
Meetings,  when  the  Affair  was  Love^  in 
fiich  a  Manner,  that  not  one  of  the 
Family,  among  whom  they  lived,  might 
fufpeft  their  being  together.  Dryden^  in 
allufion  to  this  Cuflom^  makes  his  Spartan 
Hero  give  the  following  Account  of  his 
begetting  his  favourite  Son,  v/ho  was  put 
to  Death  while  a  Boy,  but  is  every  where 
defcribcd  as  a  meer  Prodigy^  both  for  his 
Parts  and  his  Courage. 


Stealing  Horde ^ 


According  to  my  Country's  mod  eft  Ufe, 

I  found  my  iEgiatis  jiifl  undrefty 

Wearying  the  Gods  with  Vows  for  my  Return  : 

My  Tranlport  was  fo  great,  I  could  not  ft  ay  -, 

But  kifs'd,  and  took  her  trembling  in  my  Armsy 

Andy  tn  that  Fury  of  my  Love,  Iftampt 

^his  Image  of  my  Soul. 

Thefe  Lines  are  the  mare  beautiful,  as 

they  are  warranted  by  Hiftory.     We  are 

G  3  toldj 
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told,  that  Cleomenes^  in  the  Height  of  his 
Succefies,  ufcd  fometitnes  to  Jieal  Incognito 
to  Sparta^  and  pay  a  fliort  Vifit  to  his  be- 
loved Jigiatls, 

Lycurgusy  as  I  have  obferved,  found  out 
a  Method,  to  give  the  Jir  of  a  conftant 
Intrea^ue  even    to  a    married   State :    He 
imagined,    that    by    laying  Difficulties  in 
their  Way,  and  preventing  married  People 
from    enjoying    each   others   Company   as 
often  as  they  pleafed,  he  fhould  be  able 
to  keep  Dejire  conftant ly  alive ^  and  make 
them  always  continue  in  the  happy  State  of 
Lovers:,  That  when  they  could  contrive  a 
Meeting,  they  would   come  together  with 
that  Ardour  and   Spirit^    which    he  con- 
ceived was   abfolutely  neceflary  to  form  a 
Child    worthy  to    be    a   Member   of  the 
Spartan  Republick  ;    If   we    may  judge 
from  the  Fisiure  the  Lacedaemonians  made  in 
Greece^  this  great  Law-giver  was  not  alto- 
gether miftaken  in  his  Politicks.     What  I 
have  here  mentioned,  is  perhaps,  an  higher 
Kefimment  upon  the  Paffion  of  Love^  and 
a   greater   Piece  of  ^oUtenefs^    than   any 
Cuftom  that  obtains  at  prefent  in  any  Part 

'  of 
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of  Eui'ope,  It  is  certain,  that  great  Num- 
bers of  married  People  become  contemptible 
in  the  Eyes  of  the  iVorld^  and  dij agree  able 
to  each  other^  from  thofe  conftant  and 
fhocking  Familiarities  which  every  Day 
pafs  between  them.  I  believe  I  may  ven- 
ture to  add,  that  their  mutual  Affections 
are  oftener  deftroyed  by  fuch  little  Offences 
againft  Decency  and  good  Mannersy  as  they 
know  not  how  to  tell  one  another  of,  than 
by  any  jlagrant  or  ywtorious  Faults  ;  and 
I  fhould  enlarge  a  little  more  upon  this 
Point,  if  I  had  not  already  handled  it  in 
the  506th  Paper  of  the  7th  Volume  of  the 
Spectators.* 

I  cannot,  however,  difmifs  the  Subjed 
without  taking  Notice  how  extreamly  Z)^- 
Ucate  and  Circumfped  the  Grecians  in  ge- 
neral were  upon  the  Article  of  Marriage. 
When  a  Man  of  Quality  in  Greece  had  a 
Daughter  to  difpofe  of,  he  expected  that 
thofe  who  pretended  to  her,  ftiould  come 
and  live  with  him   for  fome  confiderable 


*  See  Page  124  in  the  7th  Volume  of  the  fmall  Edition 
of  the  Sfe^ators. 
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time,  that  he  might  not  take  their  good  or 
ill  Qualities  upon  T'rujiy  or  meerly  from 
common  Fame ;  but  might  himfelf  be  a 
Witnefs  of  their  manner  of  Life,  and  en- 
abled by  narrowly  obferving  their  Conduct 
upon  all  Occurrences,  to  form  a  right  Judg^ 
mcnt  of  their  feveral  Abilities  and  Inclina- 
tions ;  In  purfuance  of  thisCuftom,  Clljihe^ 
nesy  who  reigned  in  Sicyon^  and  was  the 
richeft  Prince  in  all  Greece^  having  an  only 
Daughter  to  difpofc  of,  had  thirteen  Grecian 
Gentlemen  who  refided  at  his  Court  for  a 
Twelvemonth  together,  and  every  one  of 
'  whom  had  Hopes  of  becoming  his  Son- 
in-Law.  There  was  one  among  them, 
who  in  all  Tournaments  and  Bodily  Exercifesy 
had  fo  much  the  Advantage  over  all  his 
Rivals,  that  Clijlhenes  had  fecretly  deter- 
mined to  give  him  his  Daughter  ;  but 
happening  to  fee  him  one  Day  in  a  Dance 
do  fomething  which  called  his  good  Breed-- 
ingj  and  confequcntly  his  good  Senfe  in 
queftion,  CUJihenes  Immediately  altered  his 
Refolution,  and  gave  his  Daughter  to 
Megacks  o{  Athens y  who  was  looked  upon 
to  be  one  of  the  moft  accomplilhed  Mea 
in  a  City,   celebrated   for   be^   PoUtenefs^ 

ihrouglis 
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throughout  all  Greece^  and  allowed  to  be 
the  great  Nurfcry  of  Jrts  and  Sciences. 
As  to  the  Twelve  unfuccefsful  LoverSj 
CHflhenes  made  every  one  of  them  fuch  a 
Prefent  at  his  Departure,  that  he  had  no 
Reafon  to  complain  of  lofing  his  lime 
while  he  refided  at  the  Court  of  that  gene- 
rous Prince. 

After  all  I  may  feem  to  have  infinuated 
in  favour  of  Lycurgus^  for  having  com- 
manded that  all  Infants  born  with  any  bodily 
Defeti^  fliould  be  put  to  Death ;  and  for 
his  having  given  an  Uncommon  Inchlgence 
to  both  Sexes  in  Cajes  of  Love ;  I  Ihall 
readily  allow,  that  tho'  his  Notions  on 
thefe  two  Points  may  be  agreeable  to  Human 
Policy^  they  are  not  intirely  conformable 
to  the  Docirlne  of  Chrifl'uwity  :  But  then, 
tho'  I  hope  I  have  all  the  Relpeft  which 
I  ought  to  have  for  the  Precepts  of  the 
Gofpel^  I  cannot  help  faying,  that  'tis 
methinks,  a  little  hard  the  Inftitutions  of 
Lycurgus  Ihould  be  either  approved  or  con- 
demned, as  they  do  or  do  not  agree  with 
a  Law,  which  was  not  ^Promulgated  till 
above  A7/;^  hundred  I^ears  after  the  Deceafc 

of 
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of  this  lUuftrioiis  Patriot  :  A  Man  who 
had  fo  evidently  the  Honour  and  Good  of 
his  Comtry  at  Heart,  and  was  fo  far  from 
confiilting  his  own  Private  Intereji^  that  he 
refufed  to  accept  of  the  Crown  of  Lacedce" 
mon^  though  it  was  feveral  times  offered  to 
him  by  the  unanimous  Confent  of  the  Spar- 
tans ;  and  tho'  he  was  prelfed  to  take  it  in 
a  very  particular  Manner,  by  the  young 
Widow  of  their  deceafed  King  Pofydeciej. 

What  I  muft  confefs  feems  to  me  moft 
blameable  in  the  DifcipHne  of  the  Spartans^ 
is  their  Cruelty  towards  the  poor  Heliotes 
(under  which  Name  they  comprehended 
all  their  Slaves)  and  which  I  will  not  fliock 
my  good-natur'd  Readers  with  an  Account 
of.  The  Spartans  chief  Pretence  for  treating 
thefe  Wretches  with  fo  much  Barbarity, 
was,  that  they  were  very  Numerous^  and 
might  other  wife  Revolt.  It  is  certain,  that 
feme  Authors  have  attributed  the  Treat- 
ment thefe  Heliotes  met  with,  to  the  Infti- 
tutions  of  Lycurgus  ;  but  it  is  as  certain, 
that  others  of  equal  Authority  affure  us, 
there  was  nothing  like  it  known  in  Lace- 
demon 
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d^mon  'till  many  Years  after  the  Death  of 
this  great  Law-giver. 

Having  faid  enough  of  thofe  Things  in 
the  Spartan  Conftitution,  which  feem  moft 
liable  to  Exception,  I  beg  leave  to  return 
to  the  Gonfideration  of  that  Maxiniy  which 
I  am  humbly  of  Opinion  ought  to  be  ob- 
ferv'd  in  every  well-govern'd  State;  and 
to  the  Obfervance  of  which  the  Spartans 
feemed  chiefly  to  owe  all  their  Greatnefs, 
viz.  T'hat  every  Pofi  of  Honour  or  Profit 
in  the  Coramonwealth^  ought  to  he  made  the 
Reward  of  real  Merit. 

If  any  Modern  Politician  fhould  take  it 
into  his  Head  that  this  Maxim,  however 
Excellent  in  it  felf,  cannot  poffibly  be  ob- 
ferved  in  fo  large  and  populous  a  King- 
dom as  Great  Britaifi ;  I  beg  leave  to  in- 
form fuch  a  Politician,  that  at  this  very 
Time,  this  glorious  Maxim  is  moft  ftriftly 
followed  and  obferv'd  in  the  Largefi^  the 
moft  Populous  J  and  the  befi  Governed  Em- 
pire in  all  the  World  :  I  mean  in  China. 


The 
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The  Extent  of  this  Empire,  the  Num- 
ber of  its  Inhabitants,  the  Beauty  and 
Largenefs  of  its  Cities,  and  its  prodigious 
Commerce  (according  to  the  Teftimony  of 
feveral  Authors  of  the  firft  Clafs,  and  of 
thofe  learned  Men  who  have  long  refided 
there  as  Miffionaries)  are  almoft  in- 
credible. 

The  famous  VoJJius^  in  his  Book  Vari-^ 
arum  Conjideratlonuniy  after  having  made 
leveral  Gueffes,  founded  upon  Hiftorical 
Fads,  at  the  Extent  of  old  Rome^  and  the 
Number  of  its  Inhabitants,  proceeds  to 
calculate  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  in 
moll  Countries.  He  gives  to  Spain  two 
Millions  of  People  ;  to  France  five  Millions ; 
to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  two  Millions, 
and  to  the  Low  Countries  the  like  Number. 

He  proceeds  afterwards,  to  make  a  Gueis 
at  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  Chinaj 
and  is  of  Opinion,  that  when  the  I'artars 
broke  through  their  famous  Wall,  and  en- 
tered that  Empire,  it  muft  have  contained 
no  lefs  than  One  hundred  and  Seventy 

Millions 
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Millions  of  Inhabitants :  That  their  Capital 
City  had  Twenty  Millions,  without  in- 
cluding the  Suburbs ;  but  that  taking  in 
the  Suburbs,  it  contained  more  Inhabitants 
than  all  Europ. 

Though  Vojfius's  Book  was  publifli'd  at 
London  in  the  Year  1(^85,  and  tho'  T'ime 
and  fome  particular  Accidents^  have  vaftly 
increafed  the  Number  of  our  People  fincc 
that  Year,  yet  I  think  it  may  be  proved, 
that  this  learned  Man's  Calculation  of  the 
Number  of  our  Inhabitants,  even  at  that 
Time,  was  much  too  low. 

If  we  fuppofe  oyie  Perfon  out  of  'ThreQ 
and  thirty  to  die,  within  the  Term  of  a 
Year,  which  is  according  to  the  common 
Calculation,  I  believe  it  will  be  found, 
that  we  have  at  prefent  within  the  Bills  of 
Mortality,  above  Nine  hundred  Thoufand 
Souls. 

As  Vojftns's  Calculation  was  therefore 
too  low  with  refpefl:  to  us,  it  may  very 
pofiibly  have  been  too  high  with  reipeft 
10  thzCh'meJe:^  yet  according  to  the  moft 

modcft 
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modeft  Accounts,  the  Empire  of  China 
has  two  Cities,  viz.  Nankin  and  ^efe/;;, 
one  of  which  is  four  Times,  and  the  other 
three  Times  as  big  as  London.  It  has  be- 
fides,  One  hundred  and  Fifty  Cities,  which 
the  Chineft  call  Firfi-rate  Cities^  every 
one  of  which  is  at  leaft  as  big  as  the  City 
of  Orleans  in  France.  The  Wail  which  a 
Chinefe  Emperor  built  to  prevent  the  In- 
curfions  of  the  fartars^  makes  a  Figure 
even  in  the  Map  of  the  World  :  It  is  com- 
puted to  be  at  leaft  Fifteen  hundred 
Leagues  in  Length ;  it  has  Towers  built 
at  proper  Diftances,  for  the  Reception  of 
thofe  Soldiers  that  guard  it,  and  was  gene- 
rally garrifon'd  with  a  Million  of  Men. 

The  full  Extent  of  this  prodigious  Em- 
pire is  not  perhaps  as  yet  exadly  known; 
but  though  I  cannot  come  up  to  Monfieur 
FoJJius^  I  do  verily  believe,  that  the  Em- 
pire of  China  doth  contain  more  Inhabitants 
than  all  Europe  put  together. 

Fojftus  thinks  that  they  very  much  excel 
the  European  Nations  in  Arts  and  Sciencesy 
and  that  though  we  have  learn'd  feveral 

valuable 
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valuable  Things  from  them,  yet  that  if 
they  would  but  be  good-natur*d  and  com- 
municative, they  could  teach  us  things 
which  are  ftill  more  valuable,  and  of 
which  we  are  wholly  ignorant. 

It  is  certain  they  had  Pihithig^  Gun-- 
fowderj  and  Guns  among  them  long  before 
thofe  things  were  known  in  Europe.  A 
fick  Man  in  China^  when  he  fends  for  a 
Phyfician,  never  tells  him  his  Diftemper  ; 
the  Dodor,  after  having  felt  his  Patient's 
Pulfe  for  about  half  an  Hour  together,  in 
a  Manner  not  pradis'd  in  Europe^  feldom 
fails  of  gueffing  at  his  Malady,  and  telling 
him  every  particular  Diforder  that  he  has 
felt :  It  has,  I  think,  been  a  little  dilpaited, 
whether  the  Chlneje  Doctors  are  altogether 
as  dexterous  at  curing  a  Diflcmper,  as  at 
finding  it  out. 

But  the  great  Point  in  which  all  Authors, 
who  have  wrote  of  the  Chineje^  do  gene- 
rally agree  that  they  excel  all  other  People 
in,  is  the  j4rt  of  Government  :  Even  the 
French  Writers,  notwithftanding  their  na- 
tural Love  for  their  own  Country,  not- 
withftanding 
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withftanding  the  Incenfe  which  they  arc 
conftantly  ofFcruig  to  their  Grand  Monarchy 
are  obliged  to  own  Ingenuoufly,  that  the 
Chinefe  do  excel  all  other  Nations  in  the 
^rt  of  Government^  and  can  never  fufR- 
ciently  admire  thofe  Political  Maxims  col- 
leded,  methodized  and  commented  upon 
by  the  great  Confucius. 

Whether  the  French  would  own  thus 
much  or  no,  the  Thing  indeed  fpeaks  it 
felf.  The  Chinefe  Government  has  cer- 
tainly fubfifted  upon  thofe  excellent  Prin- 
ciples it  was  at  firft  founded,  about  Four 
thoufand  Five  hundred  Years.  The 
Chinefe  themfelves  fay  much  longer. 

Gne  of  the  moft  remarkable  Things  in 
the  Chinefe  Government,  is  this :  They 
have  no  fuch  thing  as  any  Honours  or  I'itles 
that  are  Hereditary:,  they  efteem  it  the 
higheft  Abfurdity  to  pay  any  Refped  to  a 
worthlefs  Fellow,  becaufc  his  Father  was 
a  Man  of  Merit.  His  degenerating  from  a 
worthy  Ancefior^  makes  him,  in  the  Eyes 
of  the  Chlnefcj  more  contemptible  than 
if  he   had   been  born  of  the  meanefl  M- 

cha?ikh 
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chanich  No  Man  in  China  can  be  made  a 
Mandarine^  that  is,  a  Gentleman^  or  is 
capable  of  any  fofi  in  the  Government^  who 
IS  not  really  a  Man  oi^arts  and  Learning. 

The  Mandarines  are  chofen  once  a  Year 
at  the  Capital  City  of  China.  Thofe  who 
imagine  they  are  qualified,  and  offer  them- 
felves  to  be  elcfted  into  this  Order^  which 
is  truly  Honourable^  are  examined  in  i^o 
ftricl  a  Manner  as  would  not  be  credited, 
if  fo  many  Authors  did  not  agree  in  their 
Account  of  it. 

Every  Candidate  is  put  into  a  Cell  by 
himfelf  ^  this  Cell  is  carefully  guarded  Day 
and  Night  by  a  Number  of  Soldiers,  fb 
that  he  can  have  no  Affiftance  from  any 
Friend  in  thofe  pieces  he  is  ordered  to 
compofe.  It  is  expeded  that  he  Ihould 
fliew  himfelf  a  Mafter  of  the  Mandarin 
Language,  of  the  Chinefe  Hiftory,  and  of 
the  Writings  of  Confucius.  It  is  likewife 
expeded,  that  he  Ihould  be  able  to  draw 
up  any  Inftrument  or  Ad  of  State  j  in  the 
writing  and  wording  of  which  the  Chtnefe 
are  extreamly  correff. 

H  The 
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The  Pieces  he  compofes,  to  prove  him- 
fclf  a  Matter  of  thefe  fever al  Parts  of 
Learning,  arc  fairly  and  Impartially  ex- 
amined by  a  fcleft  Number  of  Mandarines, 
at  the  Head  of  whom  the  Emperor  himfclf 
always  prefides ;  and  the  Candidate  is 
either  rejeBed  or  received  into  the  Number 
of  Mandarines,  as  he  is  found  to  be 
qualified. 

The  Language  which  the  Mandarines 
fpeak,  and  muft  be  Mailers  of,  differs 
from  the  common  Chinefe^  and  is  much 
more  Elegant  and  Exprejfive.  The  Man- 
darines are  diftinguifhed  by  their  Habit 
from  all  other  Perfons ;  and  laftly,  from  the 
moft  deferving  of  this  Body,  who  arc  all 
Men  of  Parts  and  Learning,  the  Emperor 
chufes  thofc  whom  he  puts  into  the  moft 
confiderable  Employments  Civil  or  Mili-^^^ 
tary.  Out  of  thefe  Mandarines,  he  chules 
Governors  for  the  Provinces  in  his  Empire,  ^ 
which  are  much  larger  than  moft  Ktjig^ 
doms  m  Europe. 


Having 
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Having  ihewn  that  Real  Merit  is  the 
Cnly  ^^aalif  cation  for  a  Poji  in  China  \  I 
beg  leave  to  add,  that  England  has  always 
made  a  Figure  in  Europe^  and  been  more 
or  lefs  Conjiderabky  in  proportion  as  this 
Maxim  was  more  or  lefs  obferved  by  her 
Princes, 

The  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  is  beyond 
all  dilpute,  the  moft  Jhining  Part  of  the 
Britilh  Hiftory ;  but  what  EngUjhman  is 
there,  who  when  he  hears  the  Names  of 
*  Rawleighj  JValJingham^  Sidney^  Cecily 
Bacony  and  Hatton  j  of  Howard^  Drakey 
Hawkins  and  Forbijher  5  of  Motintjoyy 
EjffeXy  Willoughby  and  Hunfdon  ^  of  Throg'^ 
morton^  IVotton^  Randolf  ^ickeringy  Dale^ 
Fletcher  J  Norris  and  Killigrew  ;  with  fe- 
vcral  others  who  might  be  added  to  this 
JUuJirious  Li/i  j  I  fay,  what  Englifhvian  is 


♦  I  believe  this  fliort  Lifl  of  fome  of  Qiieen  Elizabeth\ 
Statefmeny  Adrniralsy  Generals-^  and  Envoys^  cannot  be 
match'd  in  the  Reign  of  any  other  Englijlj  Monarch  ^ 
and  muft  fufficiently  convince  any  Perfon  of  the  ex- 
cellent yudgment  and  uncommon  Penetration  of  tha^ 
i»oft  renoMjmd  and  moft  heloved  Princefs.- 

H  %  fhcfCjj 
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there,  who  when  he  hears  thefe  Names, 
can  be  at  all  furprized,  that  his  Country- 
was  fo  happy  at  Home  under  the  Admini- 
ftration  of  this  excellent  Qiieen  ?  That  her 
Fleets  and  Arniies  were  Vidorious  ?  That 
in  all  her  foreign  Treaties  and  Negotiations, 
ftie  was  too  hard  for  other  Priiices  ?  or,  that 
during  her  Reign,  the  Britijh  frade  was  fo 
Vaftly  Improved  in  all  its  feveral  Branches  ? 

The  Perfon  who,  after  Queen  EHzahethy 
overcame  the  greateft  Difficulties,  and 
whofe  Adions  are  the  moft  furprizing  of 
any  mentioned  in  the  EngUJh  Hiftory,  is 
Oliver  Cromwell 

It  is  certain,  that  Cromwell  ftuck  at  no 
Wickednefs  to  arrive  at  ^ower :  But  then 
it  is  as  certain,  that  when  he  was  pof- 
feffed  of  it,  he  ujed  it  Nobly.  Few  Men 
have  ever  Ihewn  a  more  ardent  Zeal  for 
the  Honour  and  Reputation  of  their  Coun^ 
try^  or  a  greater  Difregard  for  the  private 
Intereft  of  their  own  Family.  I  never  yet 
met  with  any  Hiftory  that  fays  what  be- 
came of  his  Wife,  though  flie  certainly 
furvived  him  j  and  'tis  well  known  that  he 

left 
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left  his  Children  but  very  moderate  For- 
tunes. 

This  extraordinary   Man,  after  having 
fubdued  Ireland  and  Scotland^  aflumed  the 
fu  preme  Power  over  Three  Kingdoms.     He 
immediately    made    himfelf    dreaded  and 
courted  by   all  the  States  in  Europe:  He 
reduced  Hollatjd^   Portugal  and  Denmark 
to  make  Peace  with  him,  on  fuch  Conditions 
as  he  thought  fit  to  give  them ;  and  obligd 
each  of  thofe  three  States  to  pay  him  a 
great   Sum  of  Money  at  the  Conclujion  of 
their  refpeftive  treaties.     He  extended  his 
Prote^ion  in  the  moft  generous  and  effectual 
Manner  to  the  poor  Faudoisj   and  the  Pro- 
teftants  in  France,     He  made  feveral  Re- 
gulations at  Home,  which  my  Lord  C7^- 
rendon  is  forced  to  confcfs,  were  worthy  of 
better   "times.      His   taking   Mardyke    and 
Dunkirk^  made  him  abfolutely  Mafter  of 
both  Sides  of  the  Channel,  and,  in  Efeiij 
removed   France  to   a   convenient  Dijiance 
from  England,     His  fcouring  the  Seas  of 
Pirates,  forcing  the  Jlgerines  to  reftore  all 
the  Prizes  they  had  taken,  and  burning  all 
the  Men  of  War  that  lay  in  the  Ports  of 
H  3  ^ifjiis^ 
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^unls^  fecured  our  'Trade ^  and  made  our 
Merchant  Ships  refpe£ied  in  every  Part  of 
the  Mediterranean  :  His  deftroying  the 
whole  Spanifh  Plate-Fleet  of  an  incftimablc 
Value  at  Santa-Cruz^  rendered  the  Name 
of  an  Englifh  Squadron  terrible  in  the  mod 
diftant  Parts  of  the  World ;  while  the 
Citizens  of  London  had  the  Pleafure  to  fee 
the  Spanijh  Bullion,  to  the  Value  of  feveral 
Millions^  carried  in  Carts  to  the  fower^  *  iq 
order  tp  be  coined. 

Even  the  moft   unfuccefsful  of  all  his 
Expeditions  was   of  no  fmall  Advantage 


r  ^  This  Adion  at  Santa-Cruz^  gave  occafion  to  that 
celebrated  Poem  compos'd  by  Mr.  Waller  (who  was 
both  a  FrieTid  and  a  Relation  of  the  Protestor's)  which 
begins? 

NoiiJ  for  Jome  Ages^  had  the  Vr'tde  of  Spain 
Made  the  Sun  JJnne  on  half  the  World  in  vain ; 

At  the  Conclufion  of  this  Poem,  Mr.  Waller  very  art- 
fully exhorts  the  People  (who  were  highly  pleas'd  with 
the  late  Adiion)  to  make  the  TroteSior  their  Kingj  a 
Title  which  'tis  probable  he  was  well  afTured  Cromvjell 
had  a  mind  to  alTume.  i  \ , 

His  conqtiring  "Head  has  no  more 'Room  for  Bays^ 

Then  let  it  he^  as  the  glad  Nation  prays  : 

Let  the  rich  Ore  forthwith  be  melted  down-, 

^nd  the  State  fix'd,  by  making  him  a  Crown  ,* 

With  Ermin  cladj  and  Turple^  let  him  hold 

A  Rojal  Scepter,  made  of  SpanifhGold.  r,-.: 
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io'^VjigJand^  had  Pen  and  Fenahks  followed 
their  Orders^  the  Spaniards  had  certainly- 
been  drove  out  of  Htfpaniola  and  Cuba' 
The  ^rotii^or  fent  both  his  Admiral  and 
his  General  to  the  ^ower  as  foon  as  they 
came  Home,  for  not  afting  as  he  had  di- 
reded  ^  and  yet  in  this  very  Expeditiorj 
the  Engltjh  Nation  acquired  yamaica^  the 
moft  valuable  of  all  their  Coloniei>,  and 
which  may  prove  of  infinite  Service  to 
them,  Ihould  they  ever  happen  to  quarrel 
w^ith  Spain. 

If  \vc  confider  that  Cromwell  did  all  thefe 
things  in  a  Reign  but  of  Five  Years  Four 
Months  and  Fourteen  Days,  while  the 
Royal  Party^  the  Presbyterians  and  Common^ 
wealths-Men^  were  all  confpiring  againft 
him  at  Home,  and  while  there  was  a  Prince 
Abroad  "^h-o  wanted  neither&;?/iJ  woxCourage^ 
and  had  the  Hereditary  Right  to  the  Crown 
of  England  in  him ;  I  fay,  if  we  confider 
all  thefe  Circumfliances,  theyZ^ipr/*^ Reign  of 
Cromwell  Gi^inds  in  a  very  fair  Light. 

Mr.  Arch-Deacon  Echard^  though  it  is 

pretty  evident  he  is  no  great   Friend  of 

H,  4  the 
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the  Proteftor's,  yet  when  all  thefe  glorious 
jitiions  Hare  him  full  in  the  Face,  cannot 
help  crying  out,  Hh  j)ublich  Character  is 
all  over  Wonderful  and  Amazing  :  And 
yet  I  think,   that  another  Hiftorian  has  let 
ITS  pretty  well   into  the  real  Source  of  all 
thefe   great  Aftions  and  uncommon  Suc- 
ceffes :    He   tells   us   in   his    Charader  of 
Cromwell^  That  No  Man  was  ever  better 
fervedy  nor  took  more  Pains  to  he  fo ;  that 
If  he  came  to  hear  of  a  Man  fit  for  his  Pur^ 
fofe^  though  ever  fo  ohfcurcy  he  fent  for  him 
and  imploy'd  him  '^  fuiting  the  Employment 
to  the  ^erfon^  and  not  the  ^erfon   to  the 
Er/iploy?nent ;  and  that  upon  this  Maxim  in 
his  Government y  depended  in  a  great  meafure 
his  Succefs. 

The  Arch-Deacon  might  have  abated 
feme  Part  of  his  Wonder  and  Amazement^ 
if  he  had  but  remembered  what  he  had 
himfelf  before  told  us  of  the  Protedor ; 
viz.  That  No  Man  jooner  difcovefd  the 
^dents  of  thofe  he  conver fed  with ;  and  that 
^here  was  not  one  Man  in  all  England,  that 
wasjingular  in  any  Art  or  Faculty ^  that  was 
concealed  from  him.     If  Mr.  Arch-Deacon 

had 
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had   ferioufly  reflefted  how  great  a  Cha-- 
ra£ier  he  has  here  given  the  Proteftor  in  a 
f6w  Words ;  and   how  much  a  Prince  may- 
do,  who  will  but  give  himfelf  the  trouble 
to  know  fuch  of  his  Subjeds  as  have  extra- 
ordinary   j4biUties^    and    to    employ  their 
feveral  T'alents  for  his  own  Honour  and  the 
Service  of  his  People ;  1  fay,  if  the  Arch- 
Deacon  had    but    duely   confidered    how 
much  may  be  done  by  obferving  this  one 
Maxim,  he  would  have  found  that  Crom-- 
well's  Adions,    great  as    they  are,  might 
have   been    performed    without    his  con- 
trafting    a    ferjoml    Friendjhip    with  the 
^  Devil. 

If  we  refled  upon  the  Charafters  of 
thofe  great  Men  who  compofed  Queen 
Elizabeth's  Miniftry,  who  by  thQii  Councihj 
Fortitude^  or  Negotiations^  acquired  for 
their  Country  fo  many  /olid  and  real  jid- 
vantages  j  how  much  muft  it  raife  our  In- 


^  Mr.  Arch-Deacon,  in  his  Hiftory  of  England^  has 
given  us  a  very  furprizh/g  Account,  of  an  Interview 
between  Cromwell  and  the  Devil  in  a  Wood ,  of  which 
it  feems  Colonel  Lindfey  was  arx  Eye-witnefs. 

dignation, 
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dlgnatton^  Ihould  we  ever  fee  fome  of  the 
moft  worthkfs  of  Mankind,  pretend  to 
rank  themfelves  with  thofe  real  Patriots  ! 
And  yet  I  am  afraid  we  have  known  fome 
Perfons,  fince  the  Days  of  Queen  EUzahethy 
who,  without  any  other  Merit,  than  re- 
ceiving Proje^s  for  New  7'axes^  and  lay- 
ing the  moft  grievous  Loads  upon  their 
miferable  Fellow-Subjeds,  have  had  the 
jUTurance  to  expeci  and  take  from  their  un- 
happy Country^  more  immenfe  Sums  and 
extravagant  Honours^  than  the  hefl  and 
greateji  of  Qi.ieen  Elizabeth's  Minifters  ever 
pretended  to. 

But  how  much  muft  it  provoke  any 
thinking  Man^  when  he  refleds  that  fome 
of  thefe  Modern  Statefmen  have  been  fo  far 
from  underftanding,  even  that  meanejj  Part 
of  ^oliticksy  to  which  they  have  wholly 
apply'd  themfelves,  that  it  is  eafily  demon- 
ftrable  how  the  very  Jame  Sums  might 
have  been  raifed  for  Publick  Service^  with 
the  fame  a\dvantage  to  the  Crown ;  but 
with  much  more  Eafe  to  the  Country 
Gentlemany  the  Merchant  and  the  Farmer  / 


It 
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It  is  very  pollible,  that  Pojierity  may 
not  think  either  Cleomems  or  me  worth 
their  Notice ;  I  am  fenfible  that  moft 
People  would  even  now  imagine  a  Trea- 
tife,  extreamly  trifling,  which  Ihould  be 
wholly  wrote  upon  any  ferfonal  Ccntro- 
verjy  between  us  two.  In  order  therefore 
to  enliven  fo  dry  a  Subje^i^  I  have  already 
flung  fome  Things  into  thefe  Sheets  which 
may,  perhaps,  bear  being  read  by  People, 
who  can  have  no  manner  of  Concern  for 
what  becomes  of  either  of  us.  I  have 
already  endeavoured  to  give  them  fome 
Notion  of  the  Policy  and  Sentiments  of 
the  antient  Greeks  and  Romans  :  They  will 
likewife  find  in  the  following  Letter,  fome 
Confiderations  upon  two  Subjects  of  the 
utmofl:  Importance,  viz.  upon  the  Love 
OF  OUR  Country,  and  upon  The  Liberty 
OF  THE  Press. 

Every  Native  of  Holland^  as  well  the 
Women  as  the  Men^  by  a  Principle  and 
National  Jlffe^iion^  which  can  never  be 
too  much  admired  or  pralfed,  glory  in  doing 

their 
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their  beft  for  Father-Landt^  *  an  endearing 
and  noble  ExpreJJton^  by  which  they  mean 
their  Country  ;  and  I  could  wifli  that  we 
would  vouchfafc  to  imitate  our  Neighbours 
the  Dutch^  at  leaft  in  this  Particular. 

I  have  endeavoured,  from  the  Example 
of  the  Lacedaemontan  Ladies,  to  fliew  even 
ihc  fair  SeXj  that  it  is  both  their  Duty  ^nd 
their  Interejl^  to  have  a  hearty  Love  for 
their  Country  :  I  would,  methinfcs,  have 
the  moft  beautiful  Part  of  our  Species 
ftrongly  infpir'd  with  this  Pajfon^  as  I 
am  very  fenfible  it  w^ould  contribute  not 
a  little  to  the  Welfare  and  Prolperity  of 
Great  Britain.  The  World  need  not  be 
told  at  this  Time  of  Day,  how  great  is  the 
Power  of  Beauty.  Perhaps  a  natural 
Reafon  might  be  given,  why  it  has  gene- 
rally had  the  Jirofigeji  Influence  upon  the 
grcatefi  Men  :  Perhaps  thofe  very  Animal 
Spirits^  which  by  xhdx  Finenefs  and  ^an^ 
tityj  are  the  immediate  Caufe  of  ffijdonij 


*  The  Jyutch  Word,  Father-Landt^  is  more  elegant 
and  expreffive  than  the  LaWi  Word  Patria,  from  whence 
it  was  probably  taken ;  and  either  of  them  is  much  more 
fif^nincantj  ttian  our  EngHJb  Word  Comitry. 
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pTa  and  Courage^  do  naturally  and  ftrongly 
incline  thofe  Men,  in  whom  they  refide, 
to  that  /oft  Pajfwn^  which  few  of  them 
have  efcaped,  and  which  in  it  felf  is  no 
Fault.  One  of  the  beft  and  moftjudicious 
Writers  this  Nation  ever  produced,  has 
put  the  following  Lines  into  the  Mouth  of 
a  Man  who  was  both  an  Hero  and  a  Phi^ 
lofopher. 

When  Loves  well  timd^  'tis  not  a  Fault  to  love  ; 
^he  Strong,  the  Brave,  the  Virtuous,  and  the 

Wife, 
Sink  in  the  foft  Captivity  together, 

Addifbn'j  Cato. 

In  a  Word,  Hiftory  is  full  of  Examples, 
where  the  Fate  of  Kingdoms  and  Empires 
have  been  determined  by  bright  Eyes ; 
and  where  Men  have  done  either  the 
greateft  or  meaneft  Adions,  in  obedience 
to  the  Commands  of  their  Miftreffes.  The 
Beauty  of  my  fair  Country- Women,  has 
already  rendred  them  the  Wonder  and  Ad- 
miration of  all  the  European  Nations;  how 
much  would  it  add  to  their  Charms,  if  we 
could  fee    their    Breafts  glowing   with   a 

fervent 
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fervent  Love  for  their  Country,  aria 
hear  the  moft  generous  Sentiments  proceed 
from  the  jaireji  Lips  !  They  will  find  irl 
the  following  Sheets,  that  the  State  of 
Laced^mon  was  formerly  preferved  by  the 
Gallantry  of  the  Spartan  Ladies. 

Rome  was  no  lefs  indebted  to  the  Virtue 
of  her  Matrons ;  That  City,  which  became 
the  Miftrefs  of  the  World,  had  been  utter- 
ly deftroy'd,  and  laid  in  Aflics,  nor  had 
the  Names  of  CatOy  Brutus^  Sciplo  and 
^ompey  been  ever  heard  of,  had  not  Rome 
herfelf  been  preferved  by  the  Virtue  and 
Refolutlon  of  Roman  Ladies :  The  Story  is 
fo  much  to  the  Honour  of  their  Sex, 
that  I  cannot  poffibly  forbear  relating  it. 

''^"Calas  Marcius  Coriolanus  was  of  a 
Patrician  Family  in  Rome^  and  had   given 

feveral 


*  I  have  endeavoured  to  place  this  beautiful  Story 
in  its  full  Light  :  It  is  mentioned  by  every  Author  v/ho 
has  wrote  of  the  Royn an  k^2i\rs  at  the  Time  it  happen'd^ 
the  Authors  who  have  been  moft  particular  in  their 
Account  of  it,  are  Dmiypus  of  HalkarnaJfuSy  Livy  and 
P/utarch ;  each  of  thefe,  has  told  this  Story  his  own 
Wayj  and  given  us  the  Speech  of  Coriola?ius^s  Mother. 

There 
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feveral  Inftanccs  of  an  invincible  Courage 
in  the  Service  of  his  Country.  Soon  after 
he  was  of  an  Age  to  bear  Arms,  a  War 
broke  out  between  the  Romans  and  the 
Folfcians:  The  former  under  the  Command 
of  Cominlus  their  Conful,  invefted  Coriolij 
the  chief  City  of  their  Enemies.  The 
Folfcians  had  at  that  Time  a  good  Army 
in  the.  Field,  io  that  the  Roman  Conful, 
to  avoid  being  befieged  in  his  Trenches, 
was  obliged  to  divide  his  Forces :  He 
marched  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  a  ftrong 
Body  to  fight  the  Volfctan  Army,  and  left 
the  Remainder  of  his  Forces  under  the 
Command  of  Titus  Larcius^  a  brave  Romany 


There  cannot  be  a  more  exquifite  Pleafure,  to  a 
Perfon  of  a  refined  Tafte,  than  to  obferve  the  diffe- 
rent Manner  after  which  thefe  three  Authors  have  given 
us  the  Story  of  Coriolanus ;  and  if  a  Man  V7as  to  make 
a  Compariion  between  thefe  three  great  Hiftorians,  and 
to  conlider  each  of  their  Beauties  and  DefeSfsy  he  could 
not  perhaps  do  it  better,  than  by  nicely  obferving  the 
Maimer  in  which  each  of  them  has  told  this  Story,  and 
what  Circu?nflances  each  of  them  has  thought  moft 
proper  to  afFed  his  Readers,  or  to  be  flung  into  Shades. 
The  three  Hiftorians  laft  mentioned,  differ  in  feveral 
Particulars,  which  are  not  at  all  material  to  my  prefenr 
Deiign :  I  have  taken  from  each  of  them  whatever  I 
thought  proper,  and  added  fome  (^ircumllances  from 
other  Writers. 


to 
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to  carry  on  the  Sicgc.  The  Garrifon  of 
Corioli  defpifing  now  the  fmall  Number  of 
their  Enemies,  made  a  brisk  Salley :  At 
firft  they  carried  all  before  them,  till 
coming  to  that  Quarter,  where  Cuius 
Marcius  was  pofted,  they  found  themfelves 
ftopt  in  their  Carreer.  Marcius  charging 
them  at  the  Head  of  a  fmall  Party,  not 
only  cut  in  Pieces  fuch  of  the  Volfcians 
as  had  already  enter'd  the  Roman  Trenches, 
but  forced  their  whole  Body  to  retreat. 
Not  content  to  fee  thofe  Men  now  retire, 
who  were  fo  lately  Conquerors,  he  fell 
upon  their  Rear  and  drove  them  to  the 
very  Gates  of  their  City.  Thofe  who  had 
foUow'd  him  thus  far,  now  fell  back  from 
the  Purfuit,  unable  to  fupport  that  mul-» 
titude  of  Darts  which  was  ftiower'd  down 
upon  them  from  the  Walls ;  whenM?ra//j-, 
who  was  remarkable  for  a  ftrong  and  clear 
Voice,  (which  Homer 'yd^bj  reckons  amongft 
the  Accompliflimentsof  a  General)  turning 
about  to  his  Men,  cried  out  to  them  with 
all  his  force,  ^hat  Fortune  hadfet  open  the 
Gates  of  Corioli,  not  to  fhelter  the  Fan^ 
quijh'dy  but  to  receive  their  Conquerors^ 
He  had  no  fooner  faid  this,   but  he  flung 

him- 
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himfelf  in  at  the  Gate  amidftthe  Volfcians^ 
and  bore  along  with  the  Crowd  till  they 
all  together  entered  the  City  :  When  he  noW 
look'd  about  him,  he  found  he  had  been 
followed  but  by  very  few  of  his  Friends ; 
making  therefore  a  Virtue  of  a  Neceffity^ 
while  the  whole  Garrifon  of  the  Town 
fell  upon  him,  he  performed  fuch  Adions  as 
are  hardly  credible :  In  a  Word,  he  made 
good  the  PaQiige  which  led  towards  the 
chief  Gate  of  the  City,  till  fitus  Larcius 
brought  up  the  reft  of  the  Romans^  and 
took  the  Place. 

Thus  was  Cortoli  furprized,  almbft  by 
the  fmgle  Courage  of  Marctus  j  which 
the  R.oman  Army  were  fo  fenfible  of,  that 
they  unanimoufly  voted  him  a  Tenth  Part 
of  all  the  Spoil.  *  Marctus  could   by  nd 

Means 


*  When  Corioh  vMs  taken,  moft  of  the  Soldiers 
were  intent  upon  plundering  the  City,  as  is  ufual  in 
fuch  Cafes :  Marcius  was  highly  ofiFended  at  their  Be- 
haviour, for  he  reflected  that  the  Conful  and  their 
Fellow  Citizens  might,  perhaps,  at  that  very  Inftant, 
be  engaged  with  the  Volfctan  Arm^.  He  prevail'd  at 
laft  with  a  few  g,enerous  Men  to  quit  their  Share  of 
the  Plunder ;  and  putting  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  thefey 
marched  with  the  utmorl:  Speed  to  the  Confufs  Army:> 

/  befeech- 
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Means  be  perfuaded  to  accept  of  this 
Prefent :  He  declared  he  had  done  nothing 
more  than  what  he  owed  to  his  Country ; 
and  that  he  would  accept  of  no  Reward 


befeeching  the  Gods  as  he  went  along,  th^t  he  might 
arrive  before  the  Fight  was  begun.  He  was  fortunate 
enough  to  come  up  with  the  Army  as  it  ftood  in 
Battle  array,  and  while  the  Romans  were  making  their 
Verbal  With  in  the  Hearing  of  three  or  four  of  their 
Fellow  Soldiers,  as  they  generally  did  juft  before  an 
Engagement. 

Mardus  acquainted  them  that  CorioU  was  taken,  and 
this  unexpected  News  was  received  with  the  utmoft 
Joy,  and  a  general  Shout  of  the  whole  Army  :  He  then 
earneftly  beieeched  the  Conful  that  he  might  have  the 
TQJi  of  Honour  in  the  Engagement  that  was  going  to 
begin  j  and  be  placed  directly  oppofite  to  the  Antiate^Sy 
who  were  reckoned  the  braveft  Soldiers  among  the 
Volfcians.  Commius  feeing  him  already  covered  all  over 
with  Blood  and  Sweat,  would  have  perfuaded  him  rather 
to  reft  and  refrcfli  himfelf,  than  to  expofe  his  Perforr 
to  new  Dangers  :  Marcius  reply'd,  That  Conquerors 
jhould  never  he  vjearj  •  and  the  Conful  was  at  laft 
obliged"  to  gratify  him.  The  two  Armies  joined  in 
Battle,  where  Marcius  gave  frefh  Proofs  of  the  higheft 
j)erfi?;al  Courage  J  2.nd  contributed  not  a  little  to  that 
Victory  which  the  Rovians  obtained  over  their  Enemies : 
Both  Dionyftus  of  Halicarnajfus^  and  Tlutarchy  give  a 
full  and  particular  Account  of  this  fecond  Adion  of 
Marcius^s ;  which  rightly  confidered  in  all  its  Circum- 
ftances,  is  more  glorious  than  the  Fij-fi ;  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  Li-vj  palTes  it  over  in  Silence :  I  muft  own 
I  have  often  thought,  that  Livy  could -not  perfuade 
liimfelf  to  fpeak  too  well  of  a  Man,  who  appear'd  after-' 
wards  at  the  Head  of  a  Volfcian  Army  againft  hn' 
Country  ,•  and  tliough  fuch  Fartiality  is  hardly  to  be 
juftihed  in  an  Hiftorian,  'tis  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  • 
Roman  Way  ofTlmiking, 

to 
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to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Publicky    or  his 
Fellow  Soldiers, 

Cominius   the  Conful,   equally  charmed 
with   his  Courage   and  Generojrty^  turning 
to  the  Army,  Ifi^^  fays  he.  Fellow  Soldier Sy 
that  there  is  710  fVay  of  forcing  our  de/igned 
Prefent  upon  Marcius  ^  but  let  us  at  leafs 
give  him  one  things  which  is  Jo  fuitahle  ta 
the  Service  he  has  done^  that  he  cannot  re^ ' 
jeci  it.   Let  us  fafs  a  Vote^  that  from  hence-- 
forward  his  Name  fhall  he  Coriolanus,  un''\ 
lefs  you   think  that  what  he  has  this  Day 
performed^  is  already  more  than  fufficient  tx>l 
give  him  an  undoubted  Right  to  that  TttleJ^ 
This  Propofal  of  the  Conful's  was  received 
and  confirmed  with  the  loudeft  Acclama- 
tions   of  the    Army,    and    the   Name  of 
Marcius  was   immediately  loft  in  that  of 
Cotiolanus.  *  ^^ 

*  Eutropius  having  probably  heard  that  the  City  of 
Corioli  was  taken  by  Marcius  (who  had  from  thence  the 
Name  of  Coriolanus)  makes  a  Miftake,  and  calls  him 
Dux  Rovianorum^  The  General  of  the  Romans ;  whereas 
it  i3  certain  that  Marcius  was  at  that' Time  only  an  In- 
ferior Officer. 

I  a  Some 
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Some  time  after  this,  a  Difpute  arofe 
at  Romey  ^  upon  which  the  City  was 
divided  :  Corlohnus  was  of  the  fame  Opi- 
nion with  the  Minority.  He  not  only 
gave  his  Vote  agreeable  to  his  Sentiments, 
but  fpoke  in  the  Senate-Houfe,  with  great 
Force  and  Freedom  upon  this  Occafion. 
The  Party  he  opposed  were  ib  provoked 
at  his  Behaviour,  that  with  much  ado, 
and  a  great  deal  of  ujifair  Management^ 
they  got  a  Decree  pafTed  for  his  being 
baniflied  :  As  foon  as  the  Sentence  was 
declared,  Coriolanus  returning  Home, 
embraced  his  Mother  Vohmnia^  and  his 
Wife  VtrgiUa^  a  Lady  of  great  Beauty  and 
Virtue  :  While  thefe  two  were  all  in  Tears 
and  io  oppreffed  with  Grief,  that  they 
could  hardly  fpeak  to  him,  Coriolanus 
(having  recommended  to  their  Care  bis 
two  Infant  Children,  the  Eldeft  of  which 
was  but  Nine  Years  old)  haftened  to  one 
of  the  City  Gates,  where  a  great  Number 
of  the    moft    Emine^it   Citizens  of  Ro?7ie 


-*  It  would  have  made  the  Story  too  long  to  have 
altered  into  the  Detail  of  this  Affair. 

attended 
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attended  him  :  His  Heart  was  too  full  of 
Rage  and  Refentmcnt,  to  take  a  formal 
Leave  of  thefe  his  Friends.  He  left  the 
City  without  fpeaking  to  any  of  them; 
fully  determined  to  revenge  himfelf,  if 
poflible,  upon  his  ungrateful  Country. 

In  purfuance  of  this  Rejfblution,  he 
offered  his  Service  to  the  Volfctans^  who 
not  only  received  him  with  open  Arms  j 
but  elefted  him   their  General. 

Coriobmis  foon  perfuaded  them  to  break 
the  Truce  they  had  lately  made  with  the 
Romans^  and  marched  at  the  Head  of  theiv 
Army  to  the  City  of  Circceum^  a  Roman  Co- 
lony :  He  obliged  this  Place  to  furrender  at 
DiJcretioUj  and  driving  out  all  the  Romans^ 
delivered  it  up  to  the  Volfcians :  From 
hence  he  fell  into  the  Country  of  the 
Latins^  and  took  by  Aflault  T'okriunij 
Lahicum  and  Pedum  :  Bob  made  a  gallant 
Refiftance,  repuUed  the  Voljdans  at  their 
firft  Aflault,  and  killed  a  great  Number 
of  their  Men :  Conolanus  was  not  then 
prefent;  but  hearing  of  the  Dilgrace  of 
his  Army,  flew  immediately  to  their 
I,  3  Al- 
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Afliftancc ;  he  placed  himfelf  at  their  Head, 
and  leading  them  on  in  Perfon  to  a  fecond 
Affault,  carried  the  Place  Sword  in  Hand* 
To  ihew  other  Cities  what  they  muft  expect, 
if  they  made  an  obftinate  Defence,  he 
ordered  Bola  to  be  immediately  burnt, 
and  gave  the  Plunder  of  it  to  his 
Soldiers.  Nothing  now  withftood  the 
Rapidity  of  his  Conquefts :  The  City  of 
Cortoll  flung  open  her  Gates  at  the  Ap- 
proach of  a  General,  who  had  taken  her 
once  before.  He  like  wife  re- took  Satri^ 
cum^  Longula  and  Pojttda  ;  and  having  made 
himfelf  Matter  of  TrebiUj  Ditel/ia^  and 
feveral  other  Places,  he  fat  down  before 
Lavinlumj  the  firft  City  which  ^neas 
built  in  Italy^  and  which  lay  but  twelve 
Miles  from  Rome. 

Thefe  feveral  Succeffes  acquired  Corw» 
iianus  a  prodigious  Reputation  through  all 
the  States  of  Italy^  w^ho  faw  with  infinite 
Surprize,  that  one  Man  had  no  fooner 
changed  Sides,  than  the  Vanquiflied  Nation 
|)ecame  the  Vidors, 


Tho 
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The  People  of  Rome  had  hitherto  lup 
ported  all  their  LoflTes  with  great  Conftancy 
and  Refolution  3  but  when  they  received 
the  News  that  Lavimum  was  befieged,  (the 
City  from  whence  they  derived  their 
Original'^  and  in  which  the  Gods  of  their 
Fathers  were  depofited)  their  Courage 
began  to  fink :  They  earneftly  implored 
the  Senate  to  repeal  the  Sentence  of  Banifli- 
ment  againft  Corlolanus,  .The  Qiieftion 
therefore  was  piit  in  the  Senate- Houfe, 
Whether  the  Decree  Ihould  be  repealed  ? 
but  it  was  carried  in  the  Nemtive.  * 

Ci^mto/J  received  the  News,  as  he^My 
before  Lavhiuim  \  and  looking  upon  this 
Vote  of  the  Senate's  to  be  a  frefh  Affront, 
he  determined  to  end  the  War  at  once,  by 
the   Deftrudion   of  Roine  itfelf :  Leaving 


*  It  is  not  eafy  to  fay,  what  could  make  the  Senate 
pafs  fo  extraordinary  a  Vote  at  this  Time.  I>io?iyfn:s 
of  Halkarnajfus  ingenuoufly  owns,  that  he  is  at  a  Lofs 
how  to  account  for  it,  though  he  makes  three  Con- 
jectures :  Plutarch  likewife  oftcrs  three  feveral  Reafons  ; 
bun  I  confefs  there  is  not  one  of  tb^cmall,  which  appears 
^o  me,  of  llifficicnt  Weight  to  juilify  the  Prudence  of 
a  Ro7?ia?i  Senate. 

I  4  there^ 
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therefore  a  Body  of  his  Troops  before 
Lavinium  *  to  continue  the  Blockade  of 
that  Place,  he  marched  at  the  Head  of  his 
Vidorious  Army  diredly  to  Romey  and 
encamped  before  the  City.  The  Sight  of 
Corlolanus's  Enfigns  produced  fo  great  a 
Cpnfternation  in  RcmCy  that  the  Senate, 
now  fenfible  of  their  late  Error,  came  in 
one  and  all  to  the  Opinion  of  the  People. 
It  was  therefore  unanimoufly  agreed  to 
fend  Ambafladors  to  Corlolanus^  with  an 
Offer  to  repeal  the  Decree  for  his  Banifli- 
ment,  an^  to  defire  a  Peace  with  the 
Volfctans  upon  reafonable  Terms.  Coriq^ 
lanus  called  a  Council  of  War,  in  whofe 
Prefence  he  received  the  Roman  Ambafla- 
dors with  an  infupportaHe  Arrogance;  ^ 


*  L.ivy  fayc,  that  he  actually  took  Lav'mium^  Tlu- 
tavch  fays,  that  he  intirely  raifed  the  Siege  of  that  Place, 
and  marched  to  Rome  with  hit;  whole  Army  j  but  I  have 
chofe  to  fo'low  Vwnyfus  of  Ualkarnajfus^  whole  Ac- 
count feems  to  me  more  probable  than  either  of  the. 
former ;  and  more  agreeable  to  the  Character  which 
JJ'vy  himfeif  gives  of  Marcius^  v/hen  he  was  a  young 
JVdan  at  the  Siege  of  Corioli.  Livy  fays,  he  was  even  at 
that  tirne,  Addlerce?is  d-  Co?2ciHo,  <^  Manupro?f?ptus. 

§  The  Ambaffadors  were  M.  Mt72utws^' Fofthumius 
Com'imus^  Sp..Lartii^s^  P.  Tinarws  and  ^  Sulpitius y  all 
thefe  were  what  the  'Romans  called  K/n  Co7zfularesj  that; 
is-;,  Ferjom  'uj^o  had  been  Confuh. 

When 
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When  they  had  delivered  their  Embafly," 
he  put  them  in  mind  of  their  fliameful 
Ingratitude  towards  himfelf,  which  he  let 
forth  in  the  bittereft  Words,  and  laft  of  all 
propofed  a  Peace  upon  fiich  Terms,  as 
made  Death  itfelf  more  eligible,  to  a  People 
jealous  of  their  Honour  and  Reputation. 
Upon  the  Receipt  of  this  Anfwer,  it  waa 
refolved  at  Rome^  to  fend  him  a  fecond 
Embafly  :  The  Senate  took  care  that  the 
Ambaffadors  themfclves  fhould  be  chofen 
out  of  his  neareft  Relations,  and  moft  in- 
timate Acquaintance,  in  hopes  that  fuch 
Perfons  would  meet  with  a  kind  Reception 
at  their  firft  Interview.  The  Event  proved 
quite  otherwife,  Cortolanus  received  this 
fecond  Embafly,  w^hich  was  delivered  to 
him  in  the  moil  humble  Terms,  with  as 
much  Haughtinefs  as  the  former,  and  im- 
mediately difmifled  the  Ambafladors  with 
this  Anfwer,  That  7'he  Romans  mufi  ex- 
fe0  ^eace  upon  no  other  Conditions  than 
thoje  whkh  he  had  at  jirfi  propofed ,  which 
if  they  reft  fed  to  accept  ^  he  would  endea^ 
vour  to  i,onvince^  them  that  he  had  not  loft 
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his  Courage Jince  his  Banijhment.^  The  Senate 
had  now  recourfe  to  the  meaneft  Artifice 
they  had  ever  made  ufe  of.  They  pafled 
a  Decree,  that  the  whole  Order  of  their 
Priefts,  with  fuch  whofe  Office  it  was  to 
initiate  Men  into  the  moft  Sacred  Myfteries, 
or  had  the  Care  and  Cuftody  of  the  moft 
Holy  Things,  or  were  skilled  in  any  kind 
.of  Divination,  fhould  all  drefs  themfelves 
in  thofe  Habits  in  which  they  officiated  in 
their  fevcral  Fundions ;  that  they  fliould 
go  in  a  Solemn  Proceffion  to  Coriolariusy 
and  befeech  him  to  have  Mercy  upon  his 
Native  Country.  It  was  conceived  that  the 
Sight  of  thofe  Perfons  and  Things,  for 
which  his  Education,  when  a  Child,  had 
taught  him  to  have  the  utmoft  RefpeB^ 
might  bend  his  haughty  Mind,  and  induce 
him  to  lay  afide  fome  Part  of  his  Refent- 
ment.  The  VoJfcian  Army  was  ftruck  with 
a  Sort  of  Religious  Awe,  at  the  Appear- 
ance of  this  Solemn  and  Venerable  Pror 
ceffion :  Their  General  was  the  only  Man 
upon  whom  it  made   no  Impreflion  :  His 


*  Livy's  Words  are  fomewhat  ftronger,  ^d^/firum 
fit  appareat  exilio  fibi  irritatos  iiojifra^os  ajimosejfe. 

,^7^■i  Pride 
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Pri'de  indeed  was  evidently  delighted,  to 
fee  that  pow  he  was  no  longer  addreffed 
to  as  a  Mcw^  but  fiipplicated  as  an  of- 
fended Deity,  He  remained,  however, 
fix'd  in  his  lirfl:  Refolutions,  and  the  Sacred 
Troop  were  obliged  to  return  to  Rome^  de- 
ploring the  Fate  of  their  unhappy  Country. 
Upon  their  Arrival,  the  whole  City  was 
filled  with  Terror  and  Confternation  ;  as 
they  defpair'd  of  being  able  to  defend 
themfelves  by  their  Arms,  nothing  but 
Diforder  and  Confufion  were  every  where 
vifible  :  The  Women  ran  frighted  up  and 
down  the  Streets,  the  old  Men  crowded  to 
the  Temples,  and  wearied  the  Gods  with 
Tears  and  Supplications. 

In  this  dreadful  Scituation  of  Affairs, 
the  Ladies  of  the  beft  Quality  were  de- 
voutly kneeling  about  the  Altar  of  Jupiter 
Cafitolhuis  ;  among  thefe  was  Valeria^ 
Sifter  to  the  great  PubUcola:  Her  own 
Virtues,  and  the  Memory  of  her  illu- 
ftrious  Brother,  lately  deceafed,  had  ren- 
dered her  extreamly  dear  to  the  People  of 
Rome.  As  this  Lady  was^  reflecting  on  the 
impending  Deflruction  of  the  City,  it  oc- 
curred 
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cufred  to  her  Thoughts,  that  the  Mother 
and  Wife  of  Corlolanus  might  be  of  ibmc 
Service  to  their  Country  in  this  great  Cri/is. 
She  communicated  her  own  Sentiments  to 
the  reft  of  the  Roman  Ladies,  and  caufing 
them  to  get  up  from  their  Devotions,  went 
with  them  to  the  Houfe  of  Vohmnia  the 
Mother  of  Corlolanus  \  *  flie  found  Volum^ 
ma  fitting  with  her  Daughter-in-Law,  the 
beautiful  Virgilia^  and  with  her  two  Grand- 
Children  upon  her  Lap  j  to  whom  Vakriay 
in  the  Name  of  all  her  Female  Companions, 
addrefled  herfelf  to  this  EfFed:  j 

^^xWe  whom  you  now  fee^  O  Volunmia  and 
Virgilia,  are  ncm  come  by  the  Command  of 


*  Livy  feems  to  doubt  whether  the  Roman  Ladies 
waited  upon  the  Mother  and  Wife  of  Coriolanus  by  an 
Order  of  the  Senate,  or  induced  to  it  by  their  own 
Fears ,  Id^  publicum  confilium^  an  intdtehris  timor  fuerit^ 
farum  invenio.  Vionyfus  of  HalicarnaJfuSy  and  Flutarch 
are  both  very  pofitivc  that  what  the  Women  did,  was 
pot  by  Order  of  the  Senate,  or  any  Magillrate :  Plu- 
tarch imputes  it  to  the  particular  Infpiration  of  Jupiter 
Capitolinus ;  and  this  Thought  is  very  worthy  a  De^uout 
Heathen :  Without  mentioning  Vlutarch\  Superilition 
too  ftrongly,  I  have  chofe  in  this  Part  of  the  Story  to 
follow  his  Account,  as  it  appears  to  me  the  moft  natural, 
and  is  certainly  moil  for  the  Honour  of  the  'Roma7t 
Ladres. 

the 
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^he  Senate^  or  hy  an  Order  of  the  Confab  i 
fVe  come  to  you  as  Women  unto  Women^  or 
rather  as  we  hope  by  the  particular  Dire  ft  ion 
^Jupiter  himfelf  who^  moved  toCompaJfton 
by  our  Prayers y  infpired  us  with  the  T'hought 
of  vifiting  you  in  a  Body.     We  come  there- 
fore^  led  by  that  God  who  has  hitherto  pro-- 
teBedthe  City  of  KomCj  to  reqtieji  that  of 
you  in  which  our  own  and  the  common  WeU 
fare    is  equally     concerned.     If  you  grant 
what  we  dejire^  your  Fame  in  future  Jges 
will  even  exceed  that  of  the  Sabine  Daugh- 
ters^ who   rifhing    into  the  Battle  amidfi 
thofe  Showers    of  Darts  which   threatened 
their  Lives^  obliged  their  Fathers  and  their 
Husbands  tofheath  their  Swords  \  and  from 
a  State  of  mortal  Enmity ^  to  become  Friends 
and  Allies.     Vouchfafe  to  place  yourfelves  at 
our  Headj  to  lead  us  to   the  Camp  of  the 
Volfcians,  and  to  intreat  their  General  to 
think  that  he  has  at  lafi  fufficiently  punifhed 
Rome  for   the   Injuries  he   has   received: 
Vouchfafe  at  leafi^  to  do  your  Country  fa 
much  Jufice^  as   to   tell  Goriolanus,  that 
notwithjlanding  all  the  Mif chiefs  and  Cala- 
mities which  he  has  brought  upon  her^  fhe 
has  never  offered  the  leafi  Violence  to  your 

^erfonsj 
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Per/bnsy  77or  amldji  all  her  RefentmentSy 
ever  entertained  the  kaji  Thoughts  to  your; 
Prejudice:^  and  thaty  lajily^  (he  reji  ores  you 
into  his  Hands j  iven  at  this  T^ime^  whenjhe 
is  convinced  that  from  himjhe  is  to  expeci 
no  Mercy. 

vvThis  Pathetick  Speech  of  Valeria's  was 
ftrongly  feconded  by  all  the  Female  Vota- 
ries who  accompanied  her.  Vohmnia^ 
after  fome  Paufe,  made  them .  this  An- 
fvver.  -,  ot  t\*^n?^^ 

'  tBe/tdes  thofe  Calamities  which  I  and 
Virgiliayl^jr^  in  common  with  our  Countryy 
there  are  other  Domejlich  Affii^ions^  which 
are  peculiar  to  our/elves.  We  have,  beheld 
the  utter  DeJiruBion  of  CorioIanusV  Fame 
and  Virtue :  TVe  have  feen  him  do  what  mufi 
intirely  eclipfe  the  Glory  of  all  his  former 
^clions.  How  much  rather  fhould  we  hear 
he  was  in  the  Camp  of  the  Volfcians  as  their 
Prifoner  than  their  General  I  But  the  mofi 
ferifible  Jjfli^ion  we  feel  at  prefent^  is  to 
find  that  the  Affairs  of  the  Commonwealth 
are  in  fo  lozv^  fo  defperate  a  Condition^  as  to 
want  the  Ajftflance  of  two  weah  Women:' 

How 
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How  can  we  hope  that  Coriolanus  has  any 
Affe^iwn  left  for  us^  when  we  fee  that  he 
has  none  for  his  ■  Country  I  which  we  are 
well  ajfured  was  once  much  dearer  to  him 
than  either  his  Mother^  his  Wife^  or  his 
Children  I  I  fay  not  thisj  to  decline  doing 
any  thing  which  you  imagine  may  ie  for 
the  Service  of  Rome  ;  make  what  ufe  you 
fleafe  of  me  and  my  Daughter  ;  lead  us  to 
this  inexorable  Man  :  We  can  at  leaji  dye  for 
our  Country^  though  we  have  not  Literejl 
fufficicnt  to  freferve  it.  .i^^l 

Vblumnia  having  fpoke  thus,  took  her 
Daughter-in-Law  by  the  Hand,  and  bidding 
her  take  her  Children  with  her,  put  herfelf 
at  the  Head  of  the  Roman  Ladies ;  Thus 
accompanied,  fhe  went  diredly  towards 
the  Camp  of  the  Volfcians,  A  Sight  fo 
moving,  made  fome  Impreffion  on  their 
very  Enemies  :  The  Folfcian  Soldiers  of 
their  own  accord  fell  back,  and  opening 
their  Ranks,  fuffered  the  beautiful  Troop 
to  pafs  through  them  :  Coriolanus  was  at 
that  time  fcated  upon  his  Tribunal,  with 
the  chief  Officers  of  his  Army  Handing 
about  hJQi,,,to  whom  he  was  giving   the 

necelFarv 
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necelTary  Diredions  for  their  attacking  thd 
City.  He  was  extreamly  fiirprized  to  fee 
this  female  Party  advancing  towards  him ; 
but  when  they  drew  nearer,  and  he  per- 
ceived that  his  own  Wife  and  his  Mother 
were  at  the  Head  of  the  Company,  hd 
was  fcarce  Mafter  of  thofe  Emotions  which 
fo  unexpefted  a  Sight  produced  within 
him:  He  found  himfelf  obliged  to  C2lll  up 
all  his  Manhood  to  his  Affiftance,  and  to 
refolve  more  firmly  than  ever,  to  be  deaf 
to  all  Intreaties.  The  Ladies  ftill  advanced, 
till  they  came  to  the  Foot  of  his  Tribunal : 
Coriolanus  not  able  to  endure  that  his 
Mother  and  his  Wife  fliould  ftand  looking 
up  at  him,  while  he  was  feated  in  fo  much 
State  above  them,  defcended  haftily,  and 
firft  faluting  his  Mother,  embraced  her 
for  a  long  time  ;  he  then  ran  to  his  Wife, 
and  catching  her  in  his  Arms,  could  not 
refrain,  in  fpight  of  all  his  Manhood,  froni 
mingling  his  own  Tears  with  hers  :  He 
laft  of  all  embraced  his  two  Children,  with 
all  the  Tendernefs  of  a  fond  Father. 
Vblumnia  was  well  enough  pleafed  to  ob- 
ferve  the  Tranfports  of  her  Son^  and 
fuffered  him  for  fome  time  to  indulge  him* 
3  felf 
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fclf  in  the  pleafing  violence  of  his  prefent 
Paflions :  At  laft  ihe  gave  him  to  under- 
ftand,  that  ftie  had  fomething  to  impart 
to  him.  Coriolanus  at  thele  Words^  like  a 
Man  awakened  from  a  pleafing  Dream, 
immediately  recoUefted  himfelf,  and  order'd 
the  Folfcian  Council  to  be  called  in. 
Folumnia  was  a  little  ftiocked  at  this  Be- 
haviour, and  abaflied  at  the  Sight  of  fo 
many  Volfcians^  all  Men  of  the  firft  Qiia- 
lity  :  She  was  in  hopes  to  have  Ipoke  to 
her  Son  alone ;  but  finding  that  was  not 
to  be  expefted,  her  Concern  for  Komt  over- 
came at  laft  every  other  Confideration. 
With  the  Dignity  therefore  of  a  Roman 
Matron,  and  the  Refolution  of  a  Perfon 
determined  either  to  fave  her  Country  or 
prijh  with  it,  flie  addreffed  herfelf  to 
Coriolanus  in  the  following  Words  j 

T'hat  Alteration  which  you  cannot  hut 
obferve  in  your  Wije  and  your  Mother^  Jince 
you  faw  us  laji^  is  of  itfdf  fufficient  to 
convince  you^  under  what  a  Load  of  Grief 
we  have  fupported  Life  ;  and  how  much  we 
have  daily  bemoaned  your  Banifhment  a?id 
Ahfence :  Our  feeing  you  again^  which  w€ 
K  once 
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once  imagined  was  the.  greateji  Bkjfing  the 
Gods  could  have  hefiowed^  is  become  an  Ad- 
dltion  to  our  Mijery.     Voluninia  fees   her 
Sony  and  Virgilia  her  Husband  planting  his 
Batteries  againjl  the  fValls  of  Rome  :  fFe 
are  even  deprived  of  that  Relief  from  Prayer, 
which  the  moji  wretched  find  under  all  their 
Misfortunes.     fVe  know  not  what  Petitioa 
to  prefer  to  the    Gods  ;  Jtnce  to  pray  that 
Rome   may  be  Vi^orious^  is  no  longer  con" 
Jjfent  with  your  Prefervation :  Know  there-- 
forcy  that  I  am  determined  not  to  wait  the 
Event  of  a  War^^  which  muji  end  either  in 
the  Deflrufiion  cf  my  Country  or  my  Son ; 
and  that   I  zvill  yiever  behold  either  a  Day 
of  T'riumph  for  your  Overthrow^  or  you  in^ 
Jidting  amidjl  the  ylfjes  of  Rome.     If  no^ 
thing   can  prevent  your   heating  down   the 
Walls  of  that  City^    which   contains  your 
Houfbold  Godsy  your  PFife^  and  your  ChiU 
drenj  knowj  that  when  you  enter  the  Breach ^ 
you  fh all  pafs  over  the   wretched  Corps  of 
that  Woman  who  hr ought  you  into  the  Worldly 
and  who  will  truly  deferve  to  be  fo  treated^ 
for  having  given  Life   to  the  Man  who  de^ 
flroyed  her  Country.     Look  upon  your  Wife ; 
Behold  thofe  innocent  Children^  who  if  ym 
3  /////?/# 
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pHrfne  your  frefent  Enterprize^  mufi  either 
Juffer  a  violent  Death^  or  enditfre  perpetual 
Slavery.  I  am  not  ignorant  how  much  you 
owe  to  the  Volfclans  •  butjiirely  the  '^refer^ 
vation  of  Rome  is  not  at  all  inconJiJie?2i 
with  the  Safety  of  that  generous  Nation  : 
iVe  do  not  aim  at  doing  them  any  'J^rejudice:^ 
we  only  defire  to  he  delivered  ourfelves  froni 
the  Calamities  of  War:  Peace  will  he  a 
Blejftng  to  the  Volfcians  as  well  as  to  us^ 
tho'  it  muji  he  confefs'd^  they  will  acquire 
more  Honour^  if  at  this  time  they  confent  to 
end  a  War^  in  which  they  have  hitherto 
beenfuccefsfuL  If  two  hrave  Nations,  who 
are  at  prejent  Enemies,  fball  hy  your  Media- 
tion  he  come  Friends  and  Allies,  what  Praifes^ 
what  Thanks  will  you  not  ju/ily  merit  from 
either  People  !  If,  on  the  contrary,  you  pre- 
vent their  coming  to  an  Agreement,  Yoii 
alone  are  anjwerahle  for  all  the  Miferies 
which  either  of  them  Jhall  fuffer  from  this 
Day,  T'he  Chance  of  War  is  douhtfil ;  yet 
this  muf  he  the  certain  Event  of  that  War 
yoH  are  unhappily  engaged  in :  If  you  con^ 
quer,  your  Name  will  be  infamous  to  all 
Pofierity,  for  having  deflroyed your  Country ; 
If  you  are  conquer* d,  the  World  will  fay^ 
K  2  that 
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that  to  gratify  your  own  Revenge^  you  have 
rahfd  a  'Nation  who  fo  kindly  received  and 
entertain* d  you  in  your  Banijhment. 


yfo- 


Virgilia  all  this  while  flood  by  her 
Mother-in-Law,  with  cne  of  her  Children 
in  each  Hand^  and  though  ftie  kept  her 
Eyes  fix'd  on  the  Ground,  and  faid  nothing, 
yet  by  the  mute  Eloquence  of  her  Tears, 
fufficiently  ftiew'd  how  much  ftie  was  con- 
cerned in  the  Event  of  their  Embafly.  It 
is  impoffible  to  exprefs  thofe  Agonies 
Coriolanus  felt  while  his  Mother  was  fpeak- 
ing,  or  all  thofe  different  Paflions  which 
fucceedcd  one  another  in  his  Breaft:  He 
fometimes  looked  upon  Volumnia^  and  Ibme- 
times  dn  Virgtlia^  while  a  quick  Senfe  of 
Shame,  of  Honour,  of  Love,  of  Dutyj 
and  of  Revenge,  took  pofTeflion  of  him 
by  turns.  He  could  not  bring  himfelf  to 
forget  either  his  own  Injuries,  or  that 
Fidelity  which  he  owed  the  Volfcians^  yet 
his  Mother's  Words  had  awaken'd  in  him 
Ibme  Tendern efs  for  his  native  Country  ; 
nor  amidft  all  his  Rdentments,  could  he 
poffibly  help  reflefting  upon  the  glorious 
Part  which  fhe  and  his  Wife  were  then 
\->  acting 
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afting  in  the  Volfctan  Camp.  He  returned 
no  Anfwer  to  Volumjjia^  who  had  now 
done  fpeaking  \  but  remained  Silent,  with 
his  Eyes  on  the  Ground  :  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, difficult  for  thofe  that  were  prefent, 
to  obferve  how  greatly  he  was  diforder'd. 
Volumnia^  who  had  known  her  Son  from 
an  Infant,  was  not  the  laft  Perfon  who 
perceived  how  much  flie  had  moved  him  : 
While  he  continued  Silent,  fhe  made  her 
laft  and  utmoft  Effort  in  thefe  Words ;    - 

7i  what  muji  I  Impute  this  fidlen  SihiKe  ? 
am  I  then  too  contemptible  in  the  Eyes  of 
my  Sony  to  deferve  an  Anfwer  ?  Does  it  he-- 
come  a  brave  Man  to  U/ien  only  to  his  Re^ 
JentmentSy  and  to  re^nember  nothing  hut  In-» 
juries  ^  Is  there  no  Obligation  from  Children 
to  Parents  !  No  Return  of  Duty  and  Re-^ 
verence  due  from  them  to  the  Authors  of 
their  Being  I  Can  you,  who  Jo  feverely 
punifh  Ingratitude  in  other s^  he  your  felf 
guilty  oj  the  fame  Crime !  I  grant  the 
Romans  injured you^  hut  have  you  not  taken 
a  full  Revenge  /  Have  you  not  already  plun- 
dered their  Cities^  ruined  their  Colonies^  and 
laid  all  their  "territories  fVafte  \  they  re^ 
K  3  J^^'^^^d 
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qulted  your  Services  ill'^  ffhat  Amends  have- 
you  as  yet  made  me  for  mine  ?  I  now  demand 
forne  Recompence  for  all  the  Kindnefs  and 
j4ffe£iwn  of  a  Mother^  for  all  my  tender 
Care  of  your  Infancy  :  ylnd  will  you  break 
through  the  fies  of  Nature  and  Religion^ 
to  refufe  my  Jirji  and  only  Requeji  ?  If 
this  be  your  fettled  Refolution^  I  have  already 
Jived  too  long.  Let  me  expire  at  the  Feet  of 
my  Son  J  Jince  I  cannot  perfuade  him  to  fave 
his  Country. 

Having  fpoke  thus,  file  threw  herfelf 
at  his  Feet  ;  his  Wife,  the  fair  Virgilia^ 
and  his  two  Children,  followM  her  Ex- 
ample. Coriolanus  could  now  hold  out 
tio  longer  ;  but  cry'd,  O  my  Mother  !  O 
Virgilia  !  to  what  have  you  reduced  me/ 
With  thefe  Words  he  raifed  them  from 
the  Ground,  and  prefTing  Volumnia*s  Hand 
with  great  Vehemence,  Mother^  fays  he, 
you  have  gained  a  ViBory  fortunate  to  Rome, 
hut  fatal  to  your  Son.  /  go  hence  not  van" 
qutjhed  by  the  Romans,  but  overcome  by 
you  and  Virgilia.  With  this  joyful  News 
he  fent  them  back  again  to  Rome  as  they 
defiredj  and  early  the  next  Morning  drew 

off 
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off  his  Army.     When    the  Romans   faw 
that  their  Enemies  were  adiially  diflodged, 
the  Joy    and  Tranfport    which   appeared 
throughout  the  whole  City   is   hardly   to 
be  defcribed  :    They   immediately    flung 
open   all   their  Temples,  appeared  them- 
felves  crowned  with  Flowers,  and  prepared 
the   fame  Sacrifices   for   the  Gods    which 
they   ufed    to    offer    after    their    greateft 
Vidories.     Amidft  this  univerfal  Joy,  every 
Man  ftrove  to  be   loudeft  in  their  Com- 
mendations of  the   Ladies   to  whom  they 
unanimoufly    confefs'd,    that    they  owed 
the  Prefervation  of   themfelves   and   their 
Country.       The    Senate    immediately    aC- 
fembled,    and   by   way   of   Acknowledg- 
ment, paflTed  a  Decree,  that  Whatever  the 
Women  fkajed   to  ask  Jhould  be  granted* 
Upon  this  Occafion  the  Moderation  of  the 
Roman  Ladies   was  extreamly  remarkable. 
Having  confulted  among  themfelves,  they 
defired  nothing  more,  but    that  a  Temple 
might  be  built  and  dedicated  to  The  For^ 
tune  of  Women.     They  offered  to  be  at  the 
Expence  of  this  Building  themfelves,  and 
only  defired  that   the  Sacrifices  might   be 
paid    for    out   of  the  Publick   Treafury. 
K  4  The 
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The  Senate,  highly  pleafed  with  this  frefh 
Inftance  of  their  Modejiy  and  Generojity^ 
decreed,  That  The  Temple  iDhould  be  built 
at  the  Publick  Charge,  and  erefted  on  that 
very  Spot  of  Ground  where  Volumnia  and 
VirgUia  had  prevailed  with  Coriolanus  to 
draw  off  his  Army  :  They  likewife  or- 
dered, That  to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of 
fo  important  a  Service,  A  Monument  fhould 
be  erected,  with  an  Infcription  upon  it  to 
the  Honour  of  the  Women :  All  this  could 
not  however  prevent  the  Ladies  from 
making  a  Purfe  among  themfclves  for  an 
Image  of  Female  Fortune^  which  was 
placed  in  the  neAv  Temple,  and  dedicated 
to  that  Goddefs, 

.>,rA5  Coriolanus  in  the  mean  time  led  back  the 
Volfcians  to  jintlum^  fome  of  whom  could 
not  forbear  expreiling  their  Refentment, 
that  by  the  Weaknefs  of  their  General, 
they  had  loft  an  Opportunity  of  taking 
Rome  J  and  utterly  dcftroying  their  ancient 
Enemies,  fiillusy  a  leading  Man  in  the 
Volfcian  Senate,  who  had  long  envyed  the 
Glory  of  Coriolanus^  ufed  all  his  Arts  to 
xipcre^fe    th^ft    Murmurs  ;     He    requirec} 

J    ■  C^rw-i 


The  Introduction.        137 

Coriohims  to  lay  down  his  Conimiffioii 
inftantly,  and  give  an  Account  of  his  Ad- 
miniftration.  Coriolanusy  who  forclaw  he 
mull  inevitably  perifh,  if  he  was  once  re- 
duced to  a  private  Condition,  and  'fullus 
ftiould  fucceed  him  as  General  of  the  Army, 
anfwered  with  great  Prudence,  That  He 
would  furrender  his  CommiJJion^  whenever 
it  was  demanded  of  him  by  the  Volfcian 
States  from  whom  he  received  It^  and  that  in 
the  mean  time  he  was  very  ready  to  give  an 
Account  of  his  Condti[i  to  the  Antiates. 
This  Propofal  appeared  too  reafonable  to 
be  rejefted  :  The  People  of  Antlum  were 
therefore  convened,  before  whom  Corlola^ 
nus  was  accufed  by  Ttillusy  and  fome  other 
popular  Orators,  of  Betraying  the  Truft 
that  had  been  rcpofed  in  him.  Corlolanus 
was  not  only  a  Man  of  Letters^  but  na- 
turally Eloquent:^  his  Caufe  was  not  fb 
bad,  but  that  much  might  be  faid  in  his 
Behalf.  When  his  Accufers  had  done,  he 
rofe  up,  and  with  an  Air  that  expreflcd 
neither  too  much  Confidence,  nor  too 
much  Dejeftion,  was  about  to  fpeafc 
and  make  his  Defence.  7'ulhis  and  his 
l^artifans,  who  obferyed  him  not  at  all  dif- 

ordered. 
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ordered,  began  now  to  fear  the  Event,: 
They  dreaded  the  Imprelfions  his  Elo- 
quence might  make  upon  a  Popular  Affem- 
bly,  and  therefore  cried  out,  That  A 
fraytor  to  their  Country  ought  mt  to  be 
heard  ;  At  the  fame  time  drawing  their 
Daggers,  they  rufhed  at  once  upon  him : 
Cor'tolanus  was  unarmed,  and  made  no 
Offer  to  defend  himfelf ;  fo  that  covered 
with  Wounds,  but  without  fetching  a 
lingle  Groan,  he  fell  at  laft  in  the  midft 
of  the  Affembly. 

It  is  certain,  that  though  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  Citizens  of  Anttum^  and  the  Ma- 
jority of  the  Affembly,  did  not  approve 
of  his  being  thus  Affaffinated,  yet  they 
appeared  too  pailive  while  the  Adion  was 
committing:  Not  a  Sword  was  drawn,  or 
a  fingle  Arm  lifted  up  in  his  Defence. 
The  Volfctan  States  were,  indeed,  diffatis- 
fied  that  fo  fair  an  Opportunity  of  taking 
Rome  was  loft ;  yet  when  they  heard  Corio^ 
lanus  was  dead,  their  Pity  overcame  their 
Refentments.  They  now  began  to  reflect, 
that  his  very  Grime  carried  its  own  Excufe 
in     fome    meafure     with    it ;     and    that 

though 
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though    he     had   prevented    their  taking 
Rome^  their  Army  had   never  lain   before 
it,  had  it  not  deen  conduced   by  fuch  a 
General.     They  now  remembered  his  Re- 
folution   in  the   Field,    and    Prudence   in 
Council,  his  Courage  in  Battles,  and  Elo- 
quence in  their  Senates ;  that  moft  of  the 
Cities  now  in  their  Pofleffion,  were  taken 
or  recovered  by  his  Condud.     Upon  all 
thefe  Confiderations,   they  determined   to 
give  him   the  greateft   Funeral  Honours. 
They  laid  his  Corps  upon   a  moft  magni- 
ficent Bier,  and  habited   in  thofe  Robes 
which   he   had   formerly    worn    as    their 
General.     The  Bier  was  borne  upon  the 
Shoulders  of  the   moft   confiderable  Men 
among  the  Volfcian  States.     Before  it  were 
carried  the  Spoils  which  he  had  obtained, 
the  Crowns  which  he   had  won,  and   the 
Plans   of  all  thofe  Cities    he  had   taken. 
While   his  Funeral  Pile   was  burning,    a 
great  Number  of  Viftims  were  flain    in 
Honour  to    his    Memory  :    Laftly,    they 
interred  his  Afiicf,  and  erefted  a  magnifi- 
cent Monument  over  them. 


When 


140         The  Introduction. 

When  the  News  of  Ci?W^te^A  Death 
was  brought  to  Rome^  the  Senate  gave 
no  Demonftration  either  of  Joy  or  Concern. 
They  might  probably  conceive  it  beneath 
the  Dignity  of  a  Roman  Senate,  either  to 
infult  a  dead  Enemy,  or  to  ftievv  any  Con- 
cern for  a  Man  who  had  appeared  in 
Arms  againft  his  Country.  The  Women 
could  not  hear  of  his  Death  with  the  fame 
Indifference;  they  regarded  him  at  leaft 
as  a  brave,  tho'  an  unfortunate  Man  ;  as 
a  Man,  who  when  his  Story  fhould  be 
told  in  future  Ages,  would  ftand  a  re- 
markable Inftance  of  the  Power  of  their 
Sex  ;  and  that  neither  JVtfdom  nor  Courage 
can  proted  the  Heart  of  Man  againft  the 
Attacks  of  Beauty  and  Virtue ;  They 
therefore  defired  the  Senate's  Permiffion  to 
Put  themfelves  In  Mourning,  The  Senate, 
far  from  being  difpleafed  with  their  Per 
tition,  readily  granted  their  Requcft, 
The  Ladies  wore  Mourning  for  Corio" 
Imus  T'en  Months  :  being  the  fame  Time 
which    in    thofe   Days  they    mourned   nt 

Rojne^ 
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Rome.^  for  the  Death  of  a  Father,  a  Son, 
or  a  Brother.  * 

My  Gountry-Women,  from  this  Story 
which  I  have   extrafted  for  their  Service 
out  of  fcvexal  Greek  and  Latin  Authors, 
may  form  to  themfelves  a  pretty  juft  No- 
tion   of  the  Roman    Ladies.      They  will 
fee  in  the  following  Sheets,  of  what  Metal 
the  Spartan  Women  were  made  :    I  fhall 
only  add  on   this  Head,  that  one    of  the 
great  Defigns  of  Hiftory,  is  to  ingage  us 
to    imitate  the  Virtues,  and   to  avoid    the 
Vices  of  thofe  who  have  lived  before  us  ; 
and  that  though  it  is  fcarce  to  be  fuppofed, 
the  Ladies  of  Great  Britain    will   ever 
have  an  Opportunity  of  fignalizing  them- 
felves in  fo  remarkable  a  Manner  as  Volume 
nia^  Virgtlia  and  Fahria  did,  yet  that  'tis 
highly    probable,    their   Power    and    In- 
fluence over  particular  Men,  may  be  often 
imploy'd   for  the  real  Service  and  Benefit 
of  their  Country. 


*  I  could  not  help  purfuing  my  Srory  thus  far,  bc- 
caufe  I  think  this  la^  A^jov  of  the  'Romati  Ladies^  is  a 
veiy  fine  In  fiance  of  their  Huvja?iityy  their  Fohtenefi, 
and  their  Good  Seufe, 

In 
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In  my  Letter  Co  Cleomems^  I  have  dwelt 
J)retty  long  upon  The  Liberty  of  the 
Press;  becaule  I  mull  confefs,  I  take  it 
to  be  a  Subjed  of  the  utmofi  Lnportance  ; 
I  have  endeavoured  to  fliew  how  realbnable 
this  Liberty  is  in  itfelf,  and  how  beneficial 
to  Mankind  in  general.  How  abfolutely 
neceffary  it  is  for  4  Nation  who  would 
preferve  its  Freedom^  and  how  far  it  was 
made  ufe  of  at  Rome  and  Athens^  while 
thofe  two  glorious  Commonwealths  had 
the  leaft  Shadow  .of  Liberty  left  among 
them. 

The  Hiftory  of  Pericles^  whofe  ///  Con-^ 
du£i  cccafioned  the  DeftruCtion  of  the 
Jtheman  Commonwealth,  contains  fome 
Particulars,  worthy  the  Reflexion  of  any 
Nation  who  would  preferve  their  Liberties 
and  their  Honour. 

Some  of  my  Readers  may  polTibly 
think  it  a  little  unnatural,  to  mix  Antient 
with  Modern  Hiftory  :  To  which  I  anfwer^ 
That  the  real  Advantage  of  Hiftory,  is 
to  enable  us  from  the  Knowledge  of  paft 

Tianf^ 
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Tranfaftions,  to  form  a  right  Judgment  on 
prefent  Occurrences.  Machtavel^  both  in 
his  fr'wce^  and  his  excellent  D'lfcourfes 
upon  Livy^  has  conftantly  mingled  antient 
and  modern  Hiftories,  and  made  them 
mutually  ferve  to  embellilh  and  illuftrate 
one  another.  The  Danger  we  fhould 
chiefly  guard  againft  in  reading  antient 
Hiftory,  is  not  to  be  fo  far  dazzled  with 
the  great  Actions  and  noble  Sentiments  of 
any  of  the  Ancients^  as  to  become  Ad- 
mirers of  all  the  Laws,  and  of  every 
Part  of  that  Conftitution  they  lived  under. 
Many  Accidents,  fiich  as  The  Scituation  of 
a  Country,  The  Natural  Genius  of  the 
People,  The  prefent  Condition  of  its  neigh- 
bouring States,  &c.  may  make  the  fame 
Things,  which  are  highly  eligible  in  one 
State,  no  lefs  pernicious  and  deftrudive  in 
another.  It  therefore  requires  the  ftrongeft 
Judgment,  in  thofe  who  read  Hiftory,  and 
have  any  Share  in  the  Government  of 
their  Country,  to  determine  how  far  the 
Athenians^  the  Lacedcemonians^  and  Romans^ 
ought  to  be  imitated  ;  and  in  what  Par- 
ticulars their  Laws,  Cuftoms,  or  Policy, 
may  have  been  either  amended,  or  wholly 

chang- 
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changed  for  the  better,  in  latter  Ages, 
Machiavel  has  done  Ibmething  like  this 
in  his  Art  of  War  j  That  great  Man, 
by  adding  fome  Parts  of  the  Roman 
Difcipline,  to  other  Parts  of  the  Military 
Difcipline  which  was  ufed  in  Ifaly  in  his 
own  Time,  has,  I  think,  moft  evidently 
demonftrated,  that  out  of  thefe  Two,  a 
Third  might  be  formed,  much  more  pcr- 
fed  and  compleat  than  either. 

I  have  often  thought  that  a  Compariibn 
between  the  two  famous  Inftitutions  of 
Solon  and  Lyctirgus^  with  a  fair  and  im- 
partial Examination  in  what  Parts  the  one 
excelled  the  other,  and  in  what  Particulars 
the  Romans  improved  upon  both  of  them, 
would  not  only  be  a  Curious^  but  a  very 
UJiftil  Work.  I  had  adually  gone  through 
a  great  Part  of  it,  when  thofe  Papers,  with 
fcveral  others,  were  moft  barbaroufly  taken 
from  me ;  I  have  however  ftill  by  me,  a 
Sketch  of  this  Defign,  and  if  Providence 
thinks  proper  to  prolong  my  Days,  may, 
perhaps,  once  more  attempt  to  execute  it. 
When  the  Romans  fent  three  Ambafladors  * 

*  Sp.Fofvktiviius-i  S.Sul^icius  and  y^.  Manlius: 

into 
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into  Greece^  to  make  that  Colleftion  of 
Laws,  out  of  which  the  Decemvirs  after- 
wards formed  their  twelve  'fables^  the 
Commonwealth  of  Athens  was  in  high 
Repute:  The  Roman  AmbafTadors  were 
therefore  ordered  to  go  direftly  to  Athens-. 
It  is  extreamly  probable,  that  the  Laws 
which  thofe  AmbafTadors  brought  to  Rome 
the  Year  before  the  Decemvirate,  was  fcarce 
any  thing  more  than  a  Cofy  of  the  Laws  of 
Solon ;  fince  we  are  alfured  that  the  Ro- 
mans^  for  fome  time  after  the  Decemvirate 
was  abolifhed,  frequently  fent  a  Difficult 
Caufe  to  be  determined  in  the  Areopagus  at 
Athens.  It  is  howevrer  as  certain,  that 
when  the  Twelve  tables  were  compofed, 
a  good  Part  of  them  was  formed  upon  the 
Inftitutions  of  LyciirgtiSj  which  happened 
thus :  The  Decemvirs  were  ordered  to  blend 
thofe  Laws  which  were  brought  out  of 
Greece^  with  the  Laws  oi  Nwna  Pompillusj 
and  out  of  both  to  form  a  compleat  Body  of 
Law  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Romans,  Nunk$ 
was  a  Sabhiy  and  we  are  afTured  by  Diony^ 
fnis  of  Halicarnafus^  that  the  Sabins  were 
a  Colony  of  Spartans^  who  retain'd  the 
Laced^mofiim  Cuftoms,  efpecially  in  what 

L  related 
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related  to  War,  Frugality,  and  a  laborious 
Manner  of  Life,  from  whence  Horace 
calls  them  the  Rigid  Sabines.  But  this  was 
not  all ;  "fythagorasy  not  the  Samian  Philo- 
fopher,  but  a  Native  of  Sparta^  in  his 
Travels  through  Italy^  contrafted  an  in-^ 
timate  Friendfliip  with  Numa^  gave  him  a 
full  Account  of  thelnftitutionsof  Zj^^/;g'^/j, 
and  aftually  aflifted  Numa  himfelf,  when 
that  Prince  made  Laws  for  the  Romans. 
Numa  J  while  he  gave  out  that  he  was  con- 
verfing  with  the  Goddefs  Egeria^  was 
really  confulting  his  Friend  Pythagoras ;  by 
whofe  Advice  he  introduced  many  of  the 
Spartan  Laws  and  Guftoms  into  the  Roman 
Conftitution.  The  Decemvirs  plainly  im- 
proved both  the  Inftitutions  of  Solon  and 
Lycurgus  in  feveral  Particulars ;  And  I  am 
fully  perfuaded,  that  out  of  the  Spartan^ 
the  Athenian^  and  the  Roman  Gonftitution, 
there  might  at  this  Day,  be  one  formed, 
much  more  excellent  than  either  of 
them. 

It  is   equally  to  be   admired    and    la- 
mented, that  we   have    no   Gopy   of   the 

^wdve  tahlesy  containing  thofe   Laws  by 

which 
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^\iK\\Rome  was  governed,  which  extend- 
ed themfelves,  with  the  Roman  Conquefis^ 
Qver  lb  great  a  Part  of  the  World,  and 
which  are  ftill  the  Foundation  of  the  CivU 
Law  throughout  Europe,  Cicero  contem- 
plating thefe  T'ablesy  cannot  forbear  giving 
them  fuch  an  Encomium,  which  as  extra-^ 
vagant  as  it  may  appear  to  fome  People, 
was,  perhaps,  no  more  than  what  they 
really  deferved.  * 

Though  we  have  loft  thefe  ^ables^  I 
believe  it  would  not  be  impoffible  to  make 
a  tolerable  Colle^ion  of  the  Roman  Laws^^ 
from  the  Writings  of  feveral  ancient  Au- 
thors. In  thofe  Laws  which  may  be 
gleaned  up   in  this   manner,    we    cannot 


*Plurima  eft  in  duodecimTabulis  antiquitatis  effigiesjqucd 
verborum  prifca  vemftas  cognofcitur  &  adlionum  qux- 
dam  genera  majorum  confuetudinem  vitamque  declarant. 
Sive  quis  civilem  fcientiam  contempletur,  totam  banc  de- 
fcriptis  omnibus  Civitatis  utilitatibus^ac  pcrtibus  duodecim 
Tabulis  contineri  videbitis  j  five  quern  ifta  prccpotens  & 
glorioraPhilorophiadele6tat5dicam  audacius,  hofcehabet 
fontes  omnium  difputationum  fuarum,  qui  jure  civili& 
legibus  continenmr.  Fremant  omnes  licet  dicam  quod 
Sentio.  Bibliothecas,  me  herculc,  omnium  Philofophoi 
rum  unus  mihi  videtur  duodecim  Tabularum  libellus, 
fi  quis  legum  fontes,  &  capita  videric,  &  autoritatis 
pondere  &  utilitatis  ubertarc  fupcrarc.    Cic. 

l^  2  fu|H- 


148      ^he  Introduction. 

fufficiently  admire  two  Things,  viz.  Their 
Brevity  and  their  ^erj'pctitty :  But  I  find 
I  am  entering  farther  into  this  Subjeft  than 
I  intended. 

What  Is  faid  in  the  following  Sheets, 
does,  I  think,  naturally  enough  flow  from 
the  7ext  I  am  then  handling ;  or,  in  other 
Words,  from  that  Paragraph  of  Cleomenes% 
Letter  which  I  am  then  Jnjwering  ;  yet  I 
muft  own,  I  am  in  no  great  Pain  as  to 
this  Point ;  If  the  Matter  I  lay  before  my 
Readers  is  but  agreeable  to  them,  they  are 
rather  the  more  obliged  to  me  for  ftepping 
a  little  out  of  the  Way  to  fetch  it  in. 

As  I  have  already  afliimcd  this  Lihertyy 
I  fhallmake  no  Scruple  to  take  it  for  the 
future  5  but  fiiall  act  like  a  Man  who  rides 
out  purely  for  his  Diverfion,  and  who  if 
he  difcovers  an  agreeable  Object,  leaves 
the  Road  he  was  i;^,  and  Ipurs  up  to  take 
ii  View  of  it.  I  can  juftify  myfelf  in  this 
Practice,  if  it  be  neccflarjr,  from  the  Ex- 
pimple  of  feveral  celebrated  Authors. 
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A  Man  who  takes  up  Montaign^  and 
pretends  to  guefs  at  the  Contents  of  any 
Chapter,  from  the  "fitle^  will  find  himfelf, 
generally  Ipeaking,  extreamly  niiftaken  ; 
and  yet  the  Rambles  of  this  lively  old 
Gafcon^  are,  in  the  Opinion  of  many  People, 
the  greateft  Beauties  in  his  Writings  :  'Tis 
pretty  plain  he  put  Scaliger  quite  out  of 
Breath  to  follow  him,  and  that  the  Learned 
and  Methodical  Critick  cannot  help  now 
and  then  envying  the  Man  he  refolves  to 
Scold  at. 

But  I  ftiould  rather  chufe  to  fhelter  my- 
felf  in  this  Cale,  under  the  Protedion  of 
two  Gentlemen  of  the  prefent  Age ;  who, 
in  the  Opinion  of  all  good  Judges,  arc 
allowed  to  ftand  in  ihcfrfi  Clafs  of  Writers ; 
I  mean  the  prefent  Earl  of  Orrery^  and 
the  late  Monlieur  Bayk, 

Ihejir/l  of  thefe  two  excellent  jluthors^ 
in  his  Examination  of  Dr.  Bentley'j  Z)/^r-r 
tat  ions  on  t  he  ^'Epi files  ^  Phalaris,  con- 
defcends  Ibmetimes  to  ask  his  Reader's 
Pardon  for  a  Digrejfwn^  which  if  he  had^ 

omitti^dj 
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omittedy  they  ought  never  to  have  forgiven 
him  :  By  the  help  of  feveral  little  Di- 
greJJio?2Sy  he  has  flung  an  infinite  de^il  of 
fVit  and  Humour  into  a  Controverfy^  of 
itfelf  the  leaft  entertaining^  that  a  Man  of 
Senfe  could  well  have  been  engaged  in  : 
His  Lordftiip  has  fo  contrived  it,  that  even 
the  Gay  and  Polite  read  a  Book  with 
Pleaftire^  in  which  he  was  obliged  to  dif- 
pute  about&^^^/^jand  Anafaefllcs ;  to  deter- 
mine after  what  Paufe  a  trochee  or  'frlhrach 
might  be  properly  admitted ;  and  to  de- 
fcend  at  laft  to  ^Accents^  EncUtlcksy  and 
Parapleroinatlck  Particles^ 

Monfieur  Baykj  under  the  Title  of 
Several  T'hotights  upon  the  Comet  which  ap^ 
feared  in  1680,  *  has  wrote  four  Volumes 
in  a  clofe  Dutch  Print  :  In  thefe  Books 
he  has  difcourfed  upon  a  great  Variety  of 
Particulars  in  Religion,  Hiftory,  Politicks, 
Phyfieks,  Poetry,  &c.     In    a   Word,    he 


*  Pensees  diverfes  Ecrites  a  un  Dodeur  de  Sorbonne 
A  rOccafion  de  la  Comete  qui  parut  au  Mois  de  De-: 
cembre  1680. 

has 
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has  made  no  manner  of  Scruple  to  intro- 
duce any  SahjeB  he  had  a  mind  to  write 
upon,  however  foreign  it  feemed  to  the 
T^itle  of  his  Book :  The  Excufc  he  makes 
for  this  manner  of  Proceeding,  lerves  my 
Purpofe  fo  well,  and  is  fo  much  better 
than  any  thing  I  can  fay  for  myfelf,  that 
I  fliall  take  the  Liberty  to  borrow  it  from 
him. 

This  learned  Writer,  after  obferving 
how  often  he  went  out  of  his  Way,  to  lay 
fome  curious  Obfervation,  or  Piece  of 
Hiftory,  before  his  Readers  •  /  hope  however^ 
fays  he,  "fhat  my  Readers  will  not  he  forry^ 
that  they  now  and  then  lofe  the  Sight  of  my 
Comet  for  Jo  many  Pages  together -^  Nay^  I 
do  not  know  whether  this  Book  may  not  have 
the  fame  Fortune  zvith  the  famous  Picture  of 
the  Satyr  and  the  Partridge,  drawn  by  Pro- 
togenes.  T'he  Satyr  was  what  the  Painter 
had  chiefly  in  his  View  ;  "the  Partridge  was 
only  -filing  into  the  Piece  by  way  of  De- 
coration ;  and  yet  thebef  Judges  of  VdAiMmg^ 
were  better  pleafed  with  the  Pihure  of  the 
Partridge  than  that  of  the  Monftcr. 

I  have 
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I  have  inferted  Ckomenes's  Letter  ^ara- 
frraph  by  Paragraph  ;  that  my  Readers 
might  fee  whether  I  have,  or  have  not 
fairly  anfwered  whatever  this  lUuJirwus 
Author  has  thought  fit  to  advance  :  I  have 
always  looked  upon  it  to  be  extreamly 
mean  and  low^  either  to  Mtfquote  an  Adver- 
fary's  Words,  or  to  reprefent  his  Argu- 
ments in  2ifalfe  Light :  Of  my  Notes,  fomc 
are  Critical ;  the  reft  are  intended  for  the 
Ufe  of  fuch  Perfons  as  have  not  been  con- 
verfant  in  Hijiory. 

What  I  have  wrote,  is  moft  fmcerely 
intended  for  the  Benefit  of  that  Country^ 
w^iofe  Welfare,  by  all  the  Laws  of  God 
and  Nature^  I  conceive  myfelf  obliged 
to  promote  to  the  utmoft  of  my  Power 
and  Abilities.  Having  now  lived  fome 
Years  in  the  World  ;  Having  converfed 
familiarly  with  fome  of  the  grcateft  Men 
this  Age  has  produced;  Having  endea- 
voured to  underftand  the  Conftitution  of 
that  Country  in  which  I  was  born,  and 
Made  fome  few  Obfervations  Abroad'^  I  am 
from  all  thefe  fully  convinced,  that  fuch 
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is  the  happy  Scituation  of  Great  Britain^ 
that  it  might  eafily  become  one  of  the 
richeji  and  moft  fowerful  States  in 
Europe.  I  am  likewife  convinced,  that 
there  is  no  Occafion  for  any  rejined  Policy 
to  bring  this  about.  That,  on  the  con- 
trary, we  need  only  follow  thofe  Maxims 
which  Nature  plainly  points  out  to  us: 
Nay,  what  is  ftill  more,  that  Providence 
has  been  lb  very  indulgent  to  this  Ifland^ 
That  we  muft  commit  the  moft  manifeft 
Errors  in  Policy,  Sin  againft  the  Light  of 
Nature,  contrive  Schemes,  and  even  be 
bujy  to  bring  about  our  own  Deftru^ton^ 
before  we  can  thoroughly  accomplifh 
it* 

I  am  fenfible  that  no  Author  was  ever 
yet  fortunate  enough  to  pleafe  all  his 
Readers  :  I  do  not  doubt,  but  fome  People 
will  imagine  I  have  faid  too  muchy  and 
others,  too  little :  I  have  nothing  to  fay  to 
thefe ;  but  there  is  a  third  Sort,  who, 
though  they  agree  with  me  in  moft  Points, 
may  very  poffibly  be  a  little  difgufted  at 
fome  particular  Paffages  :  I  only  beg  Leave 
to  aflure  fuch,  That  I  endeavour  to  write 
M  to 
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to  fomc  End.  That  I  thought  twice  before 
I  wrote ;  and  that  if  they  will  but  do  me 
the  Favour  to  think  as  often  before  they 
Cenjiirey  I  do  not  entirely  delpair  of  ob- 
taining their  Pardon,  for  what  at  firft 
3ight,  may,  perhaps,  difpleafe  them. 

I  have  but  one  thing  more  to  add: 
Moft  of  my  Books  and  Papers  have  been 
taken  from  me,  in  a  cruel  and  an  illegal 
Manner :  I  am  under  Confinement ;  difl 
abled  from  coming  at  fome  Authors  I 
would  have  confulted,  and  obliged  to  truft 
muc^i  more  to  my  own  Memory  than  I 
could  have  wiftied.  If  under  thefe  Cir-? 
cumftances,  I  fliould  have  made  fome  little 
Miftakc  in  any  Hiftorical  Fad,  I  humbly 
truft,  from  the  Candour  and  Humanity  of 
the  learned  Worlds  that  they  will  not  be 
too  fevere  upon  me  in  luch  a  Cafe, 
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